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Case Summaries

Case |

Unnecessary Use of Authority — Substantiated

64 The complainant alleged that a senior police officer
had abused his authority in authorizing the broadcast of
music near a designated demonstration area to drown out
his address to the general public and media during a protest.
The complainant considered the Police act had infringed
his freedom of expression. CAPO's initial classification of

the allegation was ‘No Fault’,

6.5 After interviews with CAPO officers and the
complainee to gather facts, clarifying ambiguities.' » '
ascertaining the complainee’s motive to broadcast the music ‘
in the heat of the’demonstration and due deliberations,
the majority of IPCC Members had reservation on the ‘No |
Fault’ classification. IPCC's view was that the allegation of
‘Unnecessary Use of Authority’ against the complainee
should be classified as ‘Substantiated’. Apart from the
classification, IPCC felt that the incident provided valuable . l
lessons for the future handling of demonstrations. After
studying the exi;ti:ng guidelines and practices, IPCC made )
four recommendat’ions to the Commissioner of Police to
ensure that members of the public were able to exercise ‘. 
their freedom of expression without disrupting public order |

and peace.

6.6 The Commissioner of Police, however, maintained
that the complainee was justified to broadcast the music in
the incident although he accepted the general tenets of
the IPCC's recommendations. [PCC maintained its stance : ,

and made a report of the case to the Chief Executive.

6.7 This was a case in which no consensus could be reached
between the Council and the Police on the classification of
the allegation. The complainant was informed by IPCC of ’

its views on the case, notwithstanding Police disagreement..
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