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Report of the Independent Police Complaints Council 2006

DR LUI MING-WAH: Madam President, on behalf of the Independent Police
Complaints Council (IPCC), may I present the Report of the IPCC 2006.

The IPCC is an independent body, members of which are appointed by the
Chief Executive. Its main duty is to monitor and review the investigation
conducted by the Complaints Against Police Office (CAPO) of the Hong Kong
Police Force into complaints against the police to ensure impartiality and
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thoroughness. When examining the investigation reports, the IPCC can ask the
CAPO to clarify areas of doubt, or request the CAPO to reinvestigate into a
complaint if it is not satisfied with the investigation result. Where necessary,
the IPCC may also interview witnesses including complainants, complainees and
professionals such as forensic pathologists, for further information or expert
advice. A case will not be finalized until the IPCC has endorsed the CAPO's
investigation result.

In 2006, the IPCC reviewed and endorsed a total of 2 114 complaint cases
involving 3 518 allegations, a decrease of 714 cases, and 1 177 allegations, when
compared with the corresponding figures of 2 828 and 4 695 in 2005.
Allegations of "Assault", "Misconduct/Improper Manner/Offensive Language"
and "Neglect of Duty" constituted 84.4 % of the total allegations, representing an
increase of 0.5% when compared with the figure of 83.9% recorded for 2005.
Of the 3 518 allegations endorsed, 40 were classified as "Substantiated", 60 were
"Substantiated Other Than Reported"”, four were "Not Fully Substantiated”, 610
were "Unsubstantiated", 187 were "False", 152 were "No Fault", seven were
"Curtailed", 1 140 were "Withdrawn", 579 were "Not Pursuable" and the
remaining 739 allegations, which were of a very minor nature, such as
"Impoliteness", were resolved by "Informal Resolution", that is, mediation by a
senior police officer at Chief Inspector of Police or above rank in the
complainee's formation. The substantiation rate in relation to the 1 053 fully
investigated allegations in 2006 was 9.9%.

In 2006, the IPCC raised 829 queries or suggestions on the CAPQO's
investigation reports, asking for clarifications on ambiguous points or
questioning the results of investigations.  Subsequently, the results of
investigation of 44 allegations were changed. Arising from the investigation
results endorsed by the IPCC in 2006, criminal proceedings, disciplinary and
other forms of internal actions were taken against 114 police officers. The
IPCC also suggested improvements to police procedures where appropriate.

To provide a high level of service, the IPCC has promulgated a set of
performance pledges in terms of standard response time in handling public
enquiries and monitoring complaints against the police. In 2006, 99.5% of
normal cases were endorsed within the pledged period of three months. In
addition, 99.8% of complicated cases and 93.9% of appeal cases were endorsed
within the pledged period of six months. There is a decrease in percentages
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within the performance targets in respect of the monitoring of normal,
complicated and appeal cases in 2006, as compared to 2005. This is because
during the initial period of the Personal Data Leakage Incident (the Incident)
which came to light in March 2006, which I will refer to later, the IPCC
Secretariat's existing manpower resources were internally redeployed to follow
up matters arising from the Incident. As a result, normal complaint case
examination work was protracted. = With additional manpower and the
resumption of normal business, the IPCC is on track to attain a high level of
performance in the coming year.

Although the IPCC plays no part in the actual investigation, its Members
and Lay Observers, through the IPCC Observers Scheme, can observe the
conduct of investigations and interviews by the CAPO on a scheduled or surprise
basis. In 2006, 317 observations were arranged under the IPCC Observers
Scheme. After each observation, the Observers report to the IPCC as to
whether the CAPO has conducted the investigation in a thorough and impartial
manner. Their feedback has been useful for the IPCC in monitoring complaint
cases.

In 2006, the IPCC continued to organize talks at secondary schools as part
of its ongoing publicity programme.

Having dealt with the 2006 monitoring of complaint investigation work, I
would like to, on behalf of the IPCC, take this opportunity to refer to the Incident
which came to light in March 2006. The Incident came to light more than a
year ago, and had a tremendous impact on the normal work of the IPCC, and on
the image of the IPCC. We have given a full account of the Incident, and the
IPCC's response and actions taken in Chapter 2 of the report. I would like to
highlight that soon after the Incident came to light, the IPCC took the responsible
approach of setting up a Task Force to look into the Incident, and published an
open report in April 2006 setting out the material facts which led to the leakage,
and making various recommendations on tightening up the internal security
measures in handling personal data by the IPCC Secretariat and in offering
redress to the affected persons. We have implemented a series of internal
security measures aimed at tightening up the handling of classified information
containing personal data, and have complied with the Enforcement Notice issued
by the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data on the Incident. We have also
met with over 90 concerned citizens, and relayed their concerns and requests,
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and those of other concerned citizens who have written in, to the Administration
for consideration. We trust the Administration will deal with them
expeditiously.

The Incident was most unfortunate for all concerned and presented
valuable lessons to be learnt. The IPCC is grateful for the Administration's
provision of additional staff and resources to the IPCC Secretariat to help it
handle the extra workload and meet the additional expenses arising from the
Incident.

Madam President, to sum up, 2006 was a busy and tumultuous year for the
IPCC. We hope to rebuild the public's confidence in the [IPCC by remaining
focused on our mandate, which is to closely monitor and review the
investigations conducted by the CAPO. We will maintain a high degree of
thoroughness and impartiality in our monitoring and review work. We
understand that the Administration plans to reintroduce a bill to the Legislative
Council today to make the IPCC a statutory body. We look forward to the Bill
giving adequate powers to the Council to carry out its mandated work.

Thank you.
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Report of the Public Accounts Committee on Report No. 48 of the Director
of Audit on the Results of Value for Money Audits and Supplemental Report
of the Public Accounts Committee on Report No. 47 of the Director of Audit
on the Results of Value for Money Audits (July 2007 - P.A.C. Report No. 48)
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REREREHEZE T 2006-2007 FERSE
Report of the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services
2006-2007

MS MARGARET NG: Madam President, in my capacity as the Chairman of
the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services (the Panel), I briefly
report on the major work of the Panel in the 2006-2007 Session.

The Panel was updated on the implementation of a five-day week in the
Judiciary by three phases. Phase I commenced on 1 July 2006 and covered
court sittings and back offices. Phase II commenced on 1 January 2007 and
covered offices with a public interface. The Panel noted that libraries were
covered under Phase II as their usage rates on Saturdays were on the low side.
The Panel requested the Judiciary to take into account other considerations, such
as the needs of small law firms and junior members of the Bar, in determining
the opening hours of libraries. The Judiciary had subsequently agreed that the
High Court Library would not be covered under Phase II and the situation would
be reviewed by July 2007.

The Panel also urged the Judiciary to seriously consider the needs of court
users in deciding whether a five-day week should be implemented for court
registries or offices which would be covered under Phase III. The Panel
expressed concern about the impact of a five-day week on the operation of
statutory and court procedure time limits and requested the Judiciary to consider
whether amendments should be made to the Interpretation and General Clauses
Ordinance to provide for extension of a time limit which expired on a Saturday,
as in the case of a public holiday.

In response to the request of the Panel, the Judiciary had reviewed the fees
for transcript and record of proceedings. Under the new arrangement and as far
as transcript fee was concerned, the charging basis would be changed from "per
page" to "per English word and per Chinese character". In addition, the
Judiciary would charge only the photocopying fee if the transcripts concerned
had already been produced, and allow parties to reproduce the transcript or its
copy for the purpose of pursuing the relevant legal proceedings. The new
arrangement, which would allow litigants to benefit from a more equitable fee
charging basis and more affordable fees, was supported by the Panel and
implemented with effect from 1 February 2007.
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In the last Session, the Panel requested the Administration to consider
deterrent measures, including prosecution and introducing legislation to regulate
the operation of recovery agents, that is, organizations which assisted victims to
recover damages, usually arising from personal injury cases in return for a fee as
a percentage of the recovered damages. The Panel noted the actions taken or
considered by the Administration to enhance public awareness of the risks of the
activities of recovery agents, such as putting up posters or notices at government
offices where serious touting activities had been carried out by recovery agents,
and the broadcast of Announcements of Public Interest on radio and television.
The Panel expressed disappointment about the lack of progress in tackling the
issue of recovery agents since it was first discussed by the Panel in November
2005. The Panel considered that to safeguard public interest, the
Administration should take prosecution action against recovery agents. In the
event that the police encountered difficulties in taking enforcement action under
the existing law, legislation should be introduced. The Administration would
report further developments to the Panel.

The request for a comprehensive review of the criminal legal aid fee
system (that is, the system of payment of fees to lawyers in private practice
engaged by the Legal Aid Department to act as defence lawyers in criminal legal
aid cases) was raised by the two legal professional bodies in 2003. The request
was supported by the Panel, the Legal Aid Services Council and the Chief Justice.
The Administration agreed that there was room for improvement in the current
system, and had since March 2006 engaged stakeholders in a comprehensive
review. The Panel noted that the Administration had reached a broad consensus
with the two legal professional bodies on the proposed structure of the new fee
system which would operate on a marked-brief basis. However, the review had
reached an impasse in discussion on the proposed rates for the new system. The
Law Society of Hong Kong considered the proposed rates offered by the
Administration totally unacceptable as they did not in reality represent any
significant improvement to the existing fee system, given that many lawyers at
present took up criminal legal aid work on a charitable or pro bono basis. The
Panel requested the Administration to continue discussion with the legal
professional bodies with a view to reaching a mutually acceptable solution and
reporting to the Panel on the way forward.

The Administration sought members' views on the approach for the 2007
five-yearly review of the criteria for assessing financial eligibility limits of legal
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aid applicants. The Panel pointed out that there was a consensus among the
legal professional bodies, the Law Reform Commission, the Legal Aid Services
Council and the Panel that the scope of the Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme
(Supplementary Scheme) should be expanded to address the demand of the
middle class for legal aid services. The Panel requested the Administration to
consider expanding the scope of the Supplementary Scheme, extending the
present scope of legal aid from litigation to legal advice, and the appropriateness
of having a one-line financial eligibility limit for all types of cases. The
Administration agreed that it would formulate more specific proposals for the
five-yearly review, and examine whether there was scope of improving the
Supplementary Scheme without undermining or jeopardizing the financial
viability of the Supplementary Scheme.

In May 2007, the Panel discussed the proposed transfer of the legal aid
portfolio from the Administration Wing of the Chief Secretary for
Administration's Office to the Home Affairs Bureau. Notwithstanding the
Administration's explanations, some members remained of the view that the
proposed transfer of the legal aid portfolio to a Policy Bureau would undermine
the independence of the legal aid administration which was an integral part of the
administration of justice, and therefore a retrogression. The proposal also
raised the question of whether the Legal Aid Department would be subject to
tighter control under the new set-up in respect of legal aid in cases against the
Government or in respect of allocation of resources to the Legal Aid Department.
The Panel noted that the Legal Aid Services Council would step up its
supervisory role to ensure that the provision of legal aid services was undertaken
professionally and objectively without interference after the transfer. As the
Council had recommended to the Chief Executive the establishment of an
independent statutory legal aid authority in 1998, it would review the subject
again in the current year. The Panel agreed to follow up the relevant issues in
due course.

I take the opportunity to thank the Clerk of the Panel and her colleagues
for their dedicated and unstinting support. In this I am sure I speak also for the

members of the Panel.

Madam President, these are my short remarks on the report. Thank you.
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FARBIEAMFLAREE
Private Roads Within Private Housing Estates

8. DR DAVID LI: President, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the names of the private housing estates in Hong Kong having,
within their boundaries, private roads the total length of which
exceeds 3 km, together with the total length of private roads within
each of these estates, and

(b)  whether the police are authorized to enforce the provisions in the

Road Traffic Ordinance (the Ordinance) (Cap. 374) on these roads?
SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT AND HOUSING: President,

(@) According to available information, private housing developments

in Hong Kong with private roads of a total length of more than 3 km
within their boundaries, and their respective lengths, are as follows:

Approximate Length of

Private Housing Development Private Roads

(km)
Fairview Park, Yuen Long 25.7
Palm Springs, Yuen Long 6.1
Royal Palms, Yuen Long 5.1
Hong Lok Yuen, Tai Po 9.0
Discovery Bay, Lantau 14.0
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(b)

A number of provisions in the Ordinance apply to private roads as
they similarly apply to public roads. Section 117 of the Ordinance
sets out the specific sections that equally apply to private roads.
The police can take enforcement actions in respect of traffic
offences committed on private roads under these sections, which
cover safety-related offences including, but not limited to, careless
driving, speeding, dangerous driving, dangerous driving causing
death and drink driving. Apart from that, section 118 of the
Ordinance further stipulates that unless otherwise specified, all
regulations made under the Ordinance (except those relating to
parking) shall apply to private roads.

Under the Road Traffic (Parking on Private Roads) Regulations
(Cap. 3740), the owners of private roads are empowered to
impound and/or tow away any vehicle that fails to be parked
properly in designated areas of the private roads. Under section 4
of the Fixed Penalty (Traffic Contraventions) Ordinance (Cap. 237),
the police can also take enforcement action against vehicles left
standing on private roads which cause unnecessary obstruction or
danger to other persons using the road.

ABEERERIHERERF

Civil Service Disciplinary Mechanism and Procedures
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Pregnancy Discrimination in Employment

11. MR ABRAHAM SHEK: President, it has been reported that there was a
tremendous increase in the number of cases of pregnancy discrimination in
employment last year. Rather than being dismissed, pregnant employees were
advised to resign or forced to resign by being transferred to work in a poor
environment or given extra workload. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council whether:

(a)

(b)

(c)

it knows the total number of complaints of alleged pregnancy
discrimination received by the authorities concerned from January
2006 to May 2007,

it will consider raising the penalty for breaching the relevant
legislation in order to enhance the deterrent effect against
pregnancy discrimination; and

the authorities concerned will step up public education concerning
pregnancy discrimination and alleged discriminatory acts?
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SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AND MAINLAND AFFAIRS:

President,

(a)

(b)

©)

According to the Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC) which is
responsible for investigating complaints of alleged pregnancy
discrimination, 167 of such complaints were received during the
period from January 2006 to May 2007 (with 115 complaints in
2006 and 52 complaints in the first five months of 2007).

Under the Sex Discrimination Ordinance and the Family Status
Discrimination Ordinance, the remedies for victims of
discrimination are mainly civil in nature. Hence, the question of
increasing the statutory penalties under these Ordinances as a
deterrent against pregnancy discrimination does not arise.

The EOC has been taking proactive steps in promoting public
awareness against discrimination, including discrimination on the
ground of pregnancy discrimination. Since January 2006, it has
produced a television drama-documentary, staged drama
performances and published a number of articles in newspapers and
in the EOC's own newsletter. These drama productions and
written articles all focused specifically on pregnancy discrimination.
During the same period, it has also organized a total of 230
workshops and briefings for various organizations on subjects
relating to the existing anti-discrimination ordinances. Where
appropriate, the themes of some of these workshops and briefings
also cover pregnancy discrimination. The EOC will continue to
adopt a multi-pronged approach in eliminating pregnancy
discrimination through education and promotion, complaints
investigation and conciliation, and providing legal assistance if
necessary.

BUOEHEPEREMNE
Youth Mental Health Problems
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Hollow Wooden Doors of PRH Flats
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Provision of Sale Information to Prospective Property Buyers
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Linkage Between Pharmaceutical Patents and Drug Registration
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Dental Grants for CSSA Recipients
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Nuisance Caused by School Broadcast
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BILLS
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First Reading of Bills

TR ExEEHE-

(2007 FPIEREER (1BRT ) EAIER)
PREVENTION OF BRIBERY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2007

(BRFENBIUETZEGHRAESE)
INDEPENDENT POLICE COMPLAINTS COUNCIL BILL

WE: (2007 FPrEEE (BE]) BRBIEZRE)
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RO F i B #E - K E(#FEHR ) B 53 () IFATHE » Z g L &
Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, with the passage of the Rail Merger
Bill on 8 June 2007, the advent of the rail merger is just a step away. There is
thus an imperative need to formulate a uniform set of bylaws to replace the two
different sets of bylaws of the MTR and the KCR.

First, I must express my gratitude to the Chairman and members of this
Subcommittee. Rome was not built in one day, and the same is true of the
bylaws. Their efforts during our discussions have enhanced the bylaws, despite
the tight schedule for the reviewing process. Still, its mission is not over.
Only by constantly examining the performance of the MergeCo can we ensure
that the railway company provides the best services to passengers. Likewise,
once the MergeCo starts operating, if we discover any loopholes or
inconvenience caused by the bylaws, we should not hesitate to resolve them.

Bylaws are necessary for the MergeCo to exercise its authority after the
merger, so that it can maintain the railway services in a proper, orderly and
quality manner. On the other hand, bylaws should be precise and easily
enforced. They are subject to social changes as some rules remain useful,
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others become obsolete, and still others become impediments to passengers. In
this regard, I express my acknowledgements to the MTRCL for listening to the
many recommendations of the Subcommittee and also the public, and promising
to undertake a comprehensive review of the existing bylaws, with a view to
wiping out those unreasonable and outdated clauses to reduce inconvenience to
passengers. This will be carried out 12 months after the merger. My
recommendation for the MTRCL is that it should review earlier and bring a final
solution of the bylaws to this Legislative Council for information.

Penalty provisions is the area with the most contention. We generally
accept that the new bylaws should be based on the existing MTR Bylaws. If
there is a discrepancy on a penalty provision between the MTR Bylaws and the
KCRC Bylaws, the one with a lighter penalty will be adopted. For KCRC
penalty provisions which are currently missing in the MTR Bylaws, the KCRC
Bylaws will be used. Moreover, the existing KCRC Bylaws and the North
West Railway Bylaws will be suspended during the service concession period,
while the corresponding MTR Bylaws will come into effect in place of the KCRC
ones, as the provision of the KCRC railway services will stop and be taken over
by the MTRCL in that period. This concession period is crucial for the
MergeCo to examine the effectiveness of the integration of the bylaws. The
fusion will be deemed successful if no flaw appears during that period;
otherwise, we need to further review the bylaws.

The enforcement of the bylaws during the concession period should be
treated carefully. The MergeCo has promised to scrutinize the proceedings of
the integration during that period as a means to review the bylaws. However, if
the MergeCo takes a more lenient approach in enforcing the bylaws, it is likely
that fewer cases will be reported, and vice versa. Hence, the MergeCo should
ensure that it is consistent in enforcing the bylaws during and after the concession
period, such that the standard is more or less at the same level, and passengers
are not confused. To this end, the MergeCo should compare and contrast the
enforcement approach of the KCRC and the MTRCL, especially for those
bylaws which are newly added into the MergeCo. Briefing and guidelines
should also be given to the front-line staff with a view to standardizing the
enforcement approach, ensuring all passengers will be treated equally under the
same scenario.
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Madam President, I appreciate the efforts by the Honourable James TO.
His amendment demystifies quite a number of vague terms in the existing
bylaws. To my mind, the MTRCL ought to study meticulously his
amendments. However, I urge James to exercise patience and trust the
MTRCL for it will take considerable time for the MTRCL to carry out a
clause-by-clause study of the amendments and digest them. Also, it will take
time for the MergeCo to review the effectiveness of the execution of those
bylaws after the integration. I sincerely hope that upon the release of the final
resolution by the MergeCo, probably a year after the realization of the rail
merger as promised by the MTRCL, there will be a comprehensive set of bylaws
which is beyond argument, and which can balance the interests of both the
passengers and the railway company.

Madam President, with these words, I support the resolution.
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Ms Miriam LAU rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, four were in favour of the amendment and 18
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 22 were present, 10 were in favour of the amendment
and 11 against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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Ms Miriam LAU rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 43 Members present, 30 were in
favour of the motion, two against it and 10 abstained. Since the question was
agreed by a majority of the Members present, she therefore declared that the
motion was carried.
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY
ORDINANCE
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 20 were present, four were in favour of the amendment and 16
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 18 were present, nine were in favour of the amendment
and eight against it.  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 20 were present, four were in favour of the amendment and 16
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 18 were present, 10 were in favour of the amendment
and seven against it.  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 19 were present, three were in favour of the amendment and 16
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 17 were present, 10 were in favour of the amendment
and six against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 36 Members present, 27 were in
favour of the motion, one against it and seven abstained. Since the question
was agreed by a majority of the Members present, she therefore declared that the
motion was carried.
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MS EMILY LAU: Madam President, I rise to speak in support of the motion
moved by the Honourable Fred LI and the amendment by the Honourable CHOY
So-yuk.

This morning, members of the Society for Community Organizations (the
SOCO) came to the Legislative Council to present a petition on behalf of the
ethnic minorities. Also included in the SOCO delegation were local residents of
Nepalese origin, refugees, and asylum seekers from Africa. They all want us to
urge the Administration to eradicate racial discrimination. According to the
petitioners, there is such rampant racial discrimination against them mainly
because of their very vulnerable and inferior status.

Madam President, according to the SOCO, ethnic minorities do not have
equal access to health services. This is mainly because many of them do not
speak Chinese and interpreters are seldom available. A survey conducted by
the SOCO in 2004 found that more than one third of the ethnic minority
respondents have communication problems with hospital and medical staff.
The survey also found that not only do those who do not speak Chinese have
communication problems, but also, even those who do speak English cannot
communicate with many of the hospital and medical staff. So, we must ask
ourselves, if the patients cannot communicate with the medical staff, what kind
of help can they expect?



TLEE — 2001EF 7 A 11 H
262 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 11 July 2007

Madam President, the right to health care is a basic human right, and the
ethnic minorities are also human beings. Some of them are Hong Kong
permanent residents, some are not, but I think they should be entitled to the same
treatment. Some of my colleagues have already spoken on the lack of
interpreters. I do not think it is a very difficult problem to solve.

I certainly hope that the new Secretary, now in charge of racial
discrimination as well, will do his best to overcome this problem. As a world
city, Hong Kong cannot afford to tell the world that "Well, you do not speak our
lingo, if you come to our hospitals and clinics, you are on your own, mate." 1
think this is utterly disgraceful, Madam President.

Another issue raised by the SOCO, Madam President, which some of my
colleagues have not raised, is access to vocational training for refugees, asylum
seekers and torture claimants. According to the SOCO, there are only about 30
refugees and about 100 asylum seekers and torture claimants in Hong Kong.
They are mostly aged between 18 and 25. None of these people are allowed to
receive vocational training, or to take part in the initiation program provided by
the public schools for ethnic minorities. The refugees and asylum seekers are
keen to receive vocational training because that would help them to secure a
better job, no matter where they eventually settle. They are eager to learn
more so that they can have a brighter future, as many of my colleagues just said.

So, why does the Hong Kong Administration which claims to be a
compassionate government deny these people of such a right? It is not as if we
are being inundated with refugees and asylum seekers, and even if we are, and
we were not too many decades ago, Madam President, many of us in this society
said we should help them. Why? Because we were a land of refugees and
immigrants. Many of our parents and grandparents came here to seek refuge
from the British, many of them stayed and prospered. These weak and
vulnerable people are now coming to us, to our shores for help, and what has our
Government done for them?

Madam President, I think we can, and we should, do more for these
people. I certainly hope that Mr Stephen LAM would look at this issue afresh
and try to allocate resources to look after these people. As for education for the
local ethnic minority children, Madam President, my colleagues have already
said it all. This whole chapter is disgraceful. The fact that so many of them
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fail to finish secondary school, and only a tiny handful make it into the
universities, is nothing but a blot on Hong Kong. We cannot claim to be Asia's
world city if we treat our own people in such a disgraceful way. We in this
Council have had endless meetings, urging the Administration to do more, but all
our efforts seem to have fallen on deaf ears.

Madam President, I guess it is not too late, and it cannot be too late, if we
are talking about the fate of more than 300 000 people and their descendants.
So now that we have a new Secretary, we hope we would have a new start. 1
hope Mr Stephen LAM can give us a very responsible and, hopefully, an
optimistic answer.

With these remarks, I support the motion and the amendment.
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SUSPENSION OF MEETING
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Suspended accordmgly at twenty-two minutes to Eleven o'clock.
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