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ERE:RERFE 29LEES - WE - FEE RMHMR LA
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TR -CEERBEEANY  gREEAENG -

R X

TABLING OF PAPERS

NSRRI (BN ) 28 21 (2) FRATKUE 2 2 ¢

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

bk E SN
(2006 FFEEER (BET ) (28R ) S ) oo ... 243/2006

( C2004 R EDEH (HimKERERE )

(BE7) 8ol ) (£%EH) %) ... 244/2006
Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.
Prisons (Amendment) (No. 2) Order 2006................. 243/2006

Shipping and Port Control (Ferry Terminals)
(Amendment) Regulation 2004 (Commencement)
NOTICE «.veneeei e 244/2006

H At S

FH o2y — BHHRBREANESEEETRBERRLERE
H [F HFE B E R WA
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#2385 — HEEAEE
BE _EZANF_H=+T—HRILFENEHERE
HEFTEEBRREERCETRE RS
Other Papers
No. 22 — Audited Statement of Accounts of the Customs and Excise
Service Welfare Fund and its Summary, together with the
Director of Audit's Report
No.23 — Report on the Administration of the Fire Services

Department Welfare Fund, together with the Director of
Audit's Report and Audited Statement of Accounts, for the
year ended 31 March 2006

mEHMAOBREE
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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AR
Company Acquisition
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ITHRXENZERER
Vacancy and Misuse of Factory Buildings
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Management and Preservation of Records of Government and Statutory

Bodies

12 MS MARGARET NG: President, regarding the proper management and
preservation of records of the Government and statutory bodies to facilitate
public access, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

whether any laws of Hong Kong or government regulations have
imposed restrictions which prohibit or hamper the identification,
transfer and preservation of and public access to archival records
including records created electronically, if so, how these restrictions
are dealt with at present;

how the Government guards against malicious destruction of or
tampering with government records, whether there were such acts
identified in the past five years, if so, how such acts were found out
and the consequences thereof;
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(c)

whether there were any archival records the public access to which
was withdrawn or threatened to be withdrawn by the Government in
the past five years; if so, how such acts were found out and the
consequences thereof; and

(d) given that records of statutory bodies (such as the Hospital Authority)

are created by public money, whether there is any mechanism for
ensuring that such records are properly managed for accountability
and public access, and whether they are selected for transfer to the
government archives for preservation and public access?

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: President,

(a)

(b)

The Government has put in place administrative arrangements to
facilitate the identification, transfer and preservation of and public
access to archival records. These include establishment of the
Government Records Service (GRS) to oversee the management of
government records on a government wide basis; promulgation of
relevant records management procedures and guidelines; and
appointment of Departmental Records Managers in each bureau and
department to ensure that government records are properly managed
and maintained.

The provisions of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance (Cap. 486)
could impact upon the transfer and preservation of archival records
where the records are comprised of personal data. In maintaining
archival records, the GRS complies with all the laws of Hong Kong
and government regulations.

Under the records management guidelines, records proposed by
bureaux and departments for destruction have to be vetted by the
GRS before actual disposal. Disciplinary action will be taken
against civil servants for maliciously destroying or tampering with
government records. No such disciplinary cases were processed
under the Public Service (Administration) Order during the past five
years.
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(c) During the past five years, the Government has not withdrawn or
threatened to withdraw public access to archival records.

(d) There are some 200 statutory bodies set up by enabling legislation;
not all of them are publicly funded. All statutory bodies have to
operate within the confines imposed by relevant legislation and have
to be accountable for their own proper management. They are not
obliged to transfer their records to the GRS. That said, the
Government does encourage statutory bodies to adopt appropriate
measures to enhance their transparency and accountability to the
public. Many of them have made available for public inspection
papers and minutes of meetings, statistical reports, human resources
information and statistics, and other documents and papers.

& 1k I B B A7 28R E

Discontinuing Posting of Job Vacancy Information
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EFERWESE
Electronic Road Pricing Scheme

19. DR KWOK KA-KI: President, regarding the consultancy study on the
Electronic Road Pricing (ERP) scheme commissioned by the Government to
update the transport model developed earlier, will the Government inform this
Council:
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(@)

(®)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(g)

whether it will make public the brief to the consultant concerned so
that the public may scrutinize whether the study conforms to the
Protection of the Harbour Ordinance or the guidelines in Technical
Circular No. 1/04 of 19 August 2004 issued by the Housing,
Planning and Lands Bureau and the Environment, Transport and
Works Bureau;

of the details of any instructions relating to the proposed
construction of the Central-Wan Chai Bypass (CWB) in the brief;

whether it has instructed the consultant to present ERP models that
are capable of reducing the existing volume of traffic in the Central
to Causeway Bay corridor without the need for constructing the
CWB;

whether it has given the consultant any instructions relating to toll
Jree usage of the roads concerned when there is through traffic;

whether it has given the consultant any instructions relating to the
income generated by the ERP scheme;

whether it has instructed the consultant to conduct public
consultation (as required by the Technical Circular) on the use of
the revenue generated by the ERP scheme for improving public
transportation, reducing pollution from public transportation and
reducing other vehicle-based taxes; if it has, of the details of the
public consultation; if it has not, of the reasons for that;, and

whether it has instructed the consultant to compare the costs of the
construction of the proposed CWB with those of the development of
an ERP scheme which does not impose a toll when there is through
traffic?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH, WELFARE AND FOOD (in the absence of
Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works): President, the purpose of
the Congestion Charging Transport Model — Feasibility Study (the Study)
commissioned by the Transport Department is to collect transport data for the
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development of a Congestion Charging Transport Model to replace the outdated
model developed in the previous Electronic Road Pricing Feasibility Study, and
to apply the new Model to assess the impacts of different congestion charging
scenarios in relieving traffic congestion.

Under the Study, the consultant is required to study all relevant aspects of
congestion charging, such as the charging areas, charging methods, the need for
and availability of any alternative routes, impacts of charging on the traffic
conditions of the nearby road networks, and so on. We have not given any
specific instructions relating to the proposed construction of the CWB or the
toll-free usage of concerned roads when there is through traffic. The consultant
is free to examine any congestion charging scenarios.

The consultant is also required to carry out a broad assessment of the
financial and economic aspects of the potential congestion charging scenarios.
As the Study focuses on the development of a Congestion Charging Transport
Model, we have not asked the consultant to compare the cost of developing a
congestion charging scenario with that of any road projects.

The Technical Circular No. 1/04 sets out the requirements of the
Protection of the Harbour Ordinance and provides guidance for public officers
and public bodies to follow in considering and approving reclamation proposals.
As the aforesaid Study aims to develop a transport model to facilitate the
assessment of the impacts of different congestion charging scenarios, it does not
come under the purview of the Circular. Nevertheless, we have deposited a
copy of the Study brief at the Legislative Council Secretariat for Members'
reference.

The revenue generated by a congestion charging scheme will form part of
the General Revenue of the Administration, and its use will be considered in the
overall context of the Administration's resource allocation where views from the
public will be taken into account. We recognize that community consensus
would be crucial for such a charging scheme. We will consult the public before
any decision is made.
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Free Air Conditioning for Activities Held in Community Halls
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