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"Katty Law"
08.08.2007 09-45 AM To: sychoy@pacific.nethk
cc;  carrielam@devb.gov.hk pi@legco.gov.hk

Subject:  Request for a hearing regarding the conservation of Graham Street Market

Hon Choy So-yuk, JP

Chairlady

Subcommittee on Heritage Conservation
Panel on Home Affairs

Legislative Council

Dear Ms Choy,

Thank you for granting me the chance to speak on behalf of Heritage Watch at the last
meeting of the Subcommittee on July 26 regarding the urgency of saving HK's street
markets. Following Wanchai, Graham Street Market (the area including Pee] Street
and Gage Street) is doomed to be destroyed by urban renewal if no immediate action
is taken to stop the destruction. The community has expressed great concem as the
market is the most historic in Hong Kong well-loved and well-used by residents and
visitors alike. Since www,savethestreetmarket.com launched a signature campaign in

late July, over 1000 people have signed to urge the povernment to save Graham Street
market. As over half of the market area lies within URA's H18 redevelopment project,
there is a need to critically reassess URA's plan in order to fully conserve the market,
which is our important social heritage. There is also an urgent need to call for new
government policy regarding the enhancement of street markets, including new
hawker licensing procedures. |

Many important cities in the world take great care to conserve their Old City areas, as
they are sites showing how cities originated and developed. Graham Street market
area is the Old City of Hong Kong where city dwellers first inhabited in the early
colonial days. The small streets and lanes here are the last of our remaining evidences
which demonstrate how our city grows from a small village to today's greatness. This
area is also treasured by local residents as having great village atmosphere, as well as
a place where foreign visitors find the true historic Hong Kong. This area, bounded by
former Central Police Station and Victoria Prison in the east to the Taj Ping Shan area




and Possession Street in the west, is regarded as the most unique historic area in
Central, also the top tourist spot in the territory.

Great care must be taken not to destroy this precious and delicate area, including the
Graham Street Market, The URA's plan, including pulling down 37 old buildings to
be replaced by 4 tower blocks, podium and underground carpark, will have disastrous
effect on this area. On behalf of www savethestreetmarket.com. a campaign supported
by 10 organisations for the conservation of Graham Street Market, I would like to
request for a hearing in the forthcoming subcommittee meeting to thoroughly discuss
this matter.

Kindly accept my apology for not sending a hard copy of this letter for environmental
reason. I will cc this letter and the attached to all members of the subcommittee and
Mrs Carrie Lam, Secretary for Development.

Thank you for your kind attention and looking forward to hearing from you.

Regards,

Katty Law

Member of Heritage Watch

Convenor of www savethestrectmarket.com

Contact no. 90266187

Central Steet Market is Dying 20 July 2007.doc ~ Central Steeet Murket is Dying Chinese 20 July 2007 doc
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