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Action  
 

I. Confirmation of the minutes of the 15th meeting held on 23 February 2007 
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1162/06-07) 
 
1. The minutes were confirmed. 
 
 

II. Matters arising 
 
Report by the Chairman on her meeting with the Chief Secretary for 
Administration  
 
2. The Chairman said that there was nothing special to report. 
 
 

III. Business arising from previous Council meetings 
 
Legal Service Division report on subsidiary legislation gazetted on 
23 February 2007 and tabled in Council on 28 February 2007  
(LC Paper No. LS 43/06-07) 
 
3. The Chairman said that two items of subsidiary legislation were gazetted 
on 23 February 2007 and tabled in Council on 28 February 2007. 
 
4. Members did not raise any queries on these two items of subsidiary 
legislation. 
 
5. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending these 
items of subsidiary legislation was 28 March 2007. 
 
 

IV. Business for the Council meeting on 14 March 2007 
 
(a) Questions 
 (LC Paper No. CB(3) 391/06-07) 
 
6. The Chairman said that 20 questions (six oral and 14 written) had been 
scheduled for the meeting. 
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(b) Bills - First Reading and moving of Second Reading 
 
7. The Chairman said that no notice had been received yet. 
 
(c) Government motion 
 
8. The Chairman said that no notice had been received yet. 
 
(d) Members' motions 
 

(i)  Motion on "Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic 
Compounds) Regulation" 
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 
387/06-07 dated 26 February 2007.) 

  
(ii) Motion on "Legislating against the use of artificial trans fats 

in food production"  
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 
396/06-07 dated 28 February 2007.) 

 
9. The Chairman said that the above motions would be moved by Ms 
Audrey EU and Mr Albert CHENG respectively, and the wording of the 
motions had been issued to Members. 
 
10. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of 
amendments, if any, to the motions was Wednesday, 7 March 2007. 
 
 

V. Position on Bills Committees and subcommittees 
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1163/06-07) 
 
11. The Chairman said that there were 12 Bills Committees and six 
subcommittees under the House Committee in action. 
 
 

VI. Paper of the Committee on Rules of Procedure (CRoP) 
  

Recommendations on the Appointment, Operation and Servicing of 
Subcommittees  
(LC Paper No. CROP 22/06-07) 
 
12. Ms Margaret NG, Deputy Chairman of CRoP, referred Members to the 
paper on CRoP's recommendations on the appointment of subcommittees under 
the House Committee (HC) and Panels on policy issues or Council business 
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other than subsidiary legislation, other instruments and senior judicial 
appointments.  Ms NG highlighted the following recommendations - 
 

(a) the terms of reference of a subcommittee, which should be 
issue-specific or project-specific, and other relevant information 
listed in paragraph 10(a) of the paper should be provided to HC 
or the relevant Panel for seeking approval for the appointment of 
a subcommittee; 

 
(b) the maximum number of subcommittees in operation should be 

eight.  Any new subcommittees formed after the maximum 
number was reached would be put into a waiting list, and HC 
would act as the clearing house for the activation of 
subcommittees on the list; and 

 
(c) if the total number of Bills Committees was less than 16 and in 

order to maximise resources, HC might activate any 
subcommittee(s) on the waiting list taking into account the 
factors listed in paragraph 7(b) of the paper; and 

 
(d) the time frame for such subcommittees to complete work should 

be 12 months.  If it was necessary for them to operate beyond 
that 12 months, they should report to HC, after obtaining the 
endorsement of the relevant Panels if appropriate, and give 
justifications for their work to continue. 

 
13. Ms NG further said that for the 11 subcommittees currently in operation, 
they would be requested to provide their work plan and the time frame for 
completion of work to HC for information. 
 
14. Mr LEE Wing-tat said that Members belonging to the Democratic Party 
agreed with the recommendations made by CRoP.  Nevertheless, he was 
concerned about the long duration of operation of some existing subcommittees. 
While noting that this might be due to the complexity of the matters under 
study or a genuine need for them to continue to operate, Mr LEE pointed out 
that the long duration of operation of some existing subcommittees would 
affect subcommittees on the waiting list.  As the Secretariat's resources were 
not unlimited and to avoid competition amongst subcommittees for a slot for 
activation or continuation of work, Mr LEE stressed that subcommittees should 
be encouraged to confine their work to a specific task and complete the task 
within a specific time frame as far as possible. 
 
15. Secretary General (SG) agreed with Mr LEE's views.  SG pointed out 
that as explained in the paper considered by the House Committee at its 
meeting on 24 November 2006, the long duration of operation of some 
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subcommittees might be attributed to their wide scope of work.  Hence, it was 
recommended that the terms of reference of future subcommittees should be 
issue-specific or project-specific, to enable completion of the task within an 
assessable and reasonable time frame.   
 
16. SG further explained that the subcommittees currently in operation 
would be requested to provide their work plan and the time frame for 
completion of work to HC for information, as recommended in paragraph 10(c) 
of the paper. 

 
17. The Chairman said that the recommendations of CRoP had already 
addressed the points of concern raised by Mr LEE Wing-tat. 
 
18. Members agreed with CRoP's recommendations concerning the 
appointment, operation and servicing of subcommittees.  Members also 
agreed to invite CRoP to draw up provisions in the House Rules to implement 
the new arrangements. 
 
 

VII. Any other business 
 

19. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 2:39 pm. 
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