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Questions scheduled for the
L egidative Council meeting on 13 June 2007

Questions by:
(1) Hon Albert CHAN (Oral reply)
(2 Hon LAU Wong-fat (Oral reply)
3 Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung (Ord reply)
4) Hon TSANG Y ok-sing (Ord reply)  (New question)
(Replacing his previous question)
(5) Hon TAM Heung-man (Ord reply)
(6) Hon CHOY So-yuk (Oral reply)  (New guestion)
(Replacing her previous question)
(7) Hon KWONG Chi-kin (Written reply)
(8) Hon Abraham SHEK (Written reply)
9) Hon MA Lik (Written reply)
(10 Hon Andrew CHENG (Written reply)
(11) Hon Howard Y OUNG (Written reply)
(12 Hon LI Fung-ying (Written reply)
(13) Hon LEE Wing-tat (Written reply)  (New question)
(Replacing his previous question)
(14) Hon TSANG Y ok-sing (Written reply)
(15) Hon James TO (Written reply)  (New question)
(Replacing his previous question)
(16) Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki (Written reply)
(a7 Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written reply)
(18) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)
(29) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written reply)  (New question)
(Replacing his previous question)
(20) Hon Frederick FUNG (Written reply)
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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon TSANG Yok-sing (Ora Reply)

It has been reported that due to shortage in resources, the Kwai Chung
Hospital under the Hospital Authority has ceased to provide medical
examination and early treatment services to young people abusing
psychoactive drugs in recent months.
Government inform this Council:

In this connection, will the

@ whether the past three years saw an upward trend in the number of
young people abusing drugs (including early-stage drug abusers),
please illustrate with specific figures,

(b) of the number of young people served in the three years before the
cessation of the service and the effectiveness of such service; and

(© of the measures it has adopted to assist young people in need of
the such service after cessation of the service?



#(6)

(6)

s
il
14
£

E ()

B f Rk T 1983 = 2005 & TR

FEG-d ks SR~ W R RO R N B S B

C M F o B AR P - g

&R AR T B R B

TR R Gt SRR A 13 TR e

Y TP 2009 FoE 5 P AVES ] B
I

(- ) 1983 ¥ = 2005 ¥ pv £ Hs s ;‘F'[ B 1o Fg_p ‘Iﬁ )

: i : b T
B o ?E—ﬁ%ﬁj NIRRT VA S ;Fb T ,Fbl,
(O T A (I B S N R
WAL

gh
ki

Hon CHOY So-yuk (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that, after consolidating the statistics from 1983 to
2005 on mortality rate, temperature, humidity, wind speed and the heat of
the sun, the Hong Kong Observatory ("HKQO") has found that whenever the
heat stress index ("HSI") moved up one level in summer, the mortality rate
would increase by twofold, and in winter, whenever the HSI moved down
one level, mortality rate would increase by 130%. As such, HKO is
considering announcing the HSI on a daily basis from 2009 onwards. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the details of the HSI from 1983 to 2005; and

(b) whether it will, besides alerting the public by announcing the HSI
when it reaches a dangerous level, consider putting in place
complementary measures with binding effect to safeguard public
health; if it will, of the details?
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Hon LEE Wing-tat (Written Reply)

It is learnt that the number of complaints about telecommunications or
subscription television services received by the Office of the
Telecommunications Authority ("OFTA") and the Consumer Council
("CC") inrecent years has increased substantially.  In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©)

(d)

since the selling of telecommunications and subscription television
services is often conducted by phone, whether the authorities will
stipulate that a service contract will take effect only after a
complete copy of the relevant contract has been provided by the
service operator to the customer, so as to protect the interests of
both parties,

whether it will amend the Telecommunications Ordinance (Cap.
106) to empower OFTA to vet the service contracts prepared by
telecommunications service operators and strike out any
unreasonable terms and conditions contained therein (for example,
the terms on automatic renewal of services upon the expiry of the
contract period); if not, how the authorities protect consumers
against losses arising from such unreasonable terms and
conditions,

of the details of the Consumer Dispute Adjudication Scheme being
considered by CC and OFTA recently, and since the schemeis of a
voluntary nature, how the authorities will handle complaints
involving telecommunications and subscription television service
operators who have not joined the scheme; and

whether it has studied the stipulation that a cooling-off period
shall be included in such service contracts to alow for
unconditional termination of such contracts by consumers during
the period; if not, of the reasons for that?
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Hon James TO (Written Reply)

About the problem of wall effect brought about by buildings, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©

(d)

as | was informed at a meeting with the Planning Department in
November 2005 that the department would request the Lands
Department ("LD") to include a condition relating to allocation of
non-building areas in the Conditions of Sale for a site at Hoi Fai
Road in Tai Kok Tsui (Kowloon Inland Lot No. 11146) in order to
ensure that space would be reserved between the buildings to be
constructed on the site and the existing buildings, so as to improve
air ventilation and reduce wall effect; however, such condition was
not included in the Conditions of Sale published by LD recently,
of the reasons for LD not including the condition;

as the current guidelines on air ventilation are not legally binding,
whether the Government will consider ensuring developers
compliance with such guidelines by introducing legislation or
developing interim mandatory air ventilation assessment criteria;

as the Government has advised that the railway companies would
take into account the government guidelines on air ventilation in
the planning and design of the projects, whether the Government
will exercise its influence on the boards of directors of the two
railway companies in order to ensure that such guidelines will not
be disobeyed by the railway companies for commercial reasons,
and

whether it will study the impact on the surrounding environment
caused by projects which are currently alleged to be buildings
creating the wall effect, and whether it will identify the
government lands pending for sale which may potentially be
developed into buildings creating the wall effect; if it will not, the
reasons for that, and how the Government helps the public to
understand the impact on the surrounding environment caused by
developments creating the wall effect?
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Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written Reply)

Regarding efforts to combat the sale of duty-not-paid cigarettes (commonly
known as "illicit cigarettes"), will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the quantity of illicit cigarettes seized by the authorities in the
past two years, the means through which the cigarettes were seized
and the relevant details, together with a breakdown of the
guantities of illicit cigarettes seized in various public housing
estates by the names of the estates;

(b) whether it has discovered any cases in which illicit cigarettes were
found being stored in public housing units or private premises; if
so, of the public and private housing estates involved; and

(© whether it has assessed the effectiveness of current measures in
combating such crimes, and of the new measures in place to step
up the efforts to crack down on the sale of illicit cigarettes?



