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Member will ask the question in this language



#(1)

Impact of five-day work week on the business of catering outlets
in government buildings
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Goods and services tax
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Moratorium on residential development in mid-levels
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Buildings in a dilapidated state
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Use of insecticide
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Development of a EcoPark in Tuen Mun
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Outstanding projects of the former municipal councils
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#(8)

Product safety of cosmetic products
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Language used in university lectures
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Medical services for residents in Tseung Kwan O
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F AR,

Use of flushing water for keeping live fish on sale
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Children born to non-residents in Hong Kong
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LRT passengers falling onto railway tracks
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Review on local access charges
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Review of dual filing system
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Five-day work week
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Regulation of oil prices
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B

Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki (Written reply)

Regarding the recently awarded consultant brief for an update of the
Electronic Road Pricing ("ERP") Feasibility Study published in 2001:
There is concern that the ERP brief has been so constrained that it
does not conform to the Harbour Protection Ordinance or the
Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau and Environment, Transport
and Works Bureau Technical Circular No. 1/04 of 19 August 2004.
Kindly release the brief for the ERP update so that we may scrutinize
it to make sure that the brief and its parameters conform to the
Harbour Protection Ordinance and Technical Circular No. 1/04.
Will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

has the consultant been instructed to assume that the
Central Wan Chai Bypass ("CWB") will be built;

has the consultant been instructed not to present any ERP
models that are capable of meeting the overriding public
need of reducing existing levels of traffic in the Central to
Causeway Bay corridor without including the effect of
building the CWB;

has the consultant been instructed to assume that a "virtual
bypass” is not to be considered and that only a physical
bypass allowing toll free access for through traffic - can be
considered;

what public consultation has been included (as required by
the Technical Circular) to determine the level of public
support in the entire population of a revenue neutral
scheme of charging vehicles a fee to use congested roads
during peak times;

did the brief include examining financial models such that
the additional cost of the congestion charge may be offset
by reducing other vehicle based taxes in order to offer a
revenue neutral solution; and

has the consultant been instructed to give a complete cost
analysis between building a physical Bypass and a "virtual”
bypass together with Congestion Charging?
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Replacement of identity cards for the elderly
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Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

A news report in early September revealed that a senior English
teacher in a secondary school had given up his teaching post and a
substantial part of his remuneration to go for a teaching post in a
primary school so that he could, as he said, attend to the language
needs of students at an earlier stage of their development. Will the
Executive Authorities inform this Council:

@) since there is a consensus in the community that language
training should be given to young children as early as
possible, what steps will and have been taken to enhance
English education in primary schools;

(b) whether it is possible to have more trained teachers
teaching in primary schools without requiring them to
sacrifice their income like the teacher in the above case;
and

(c) the reasons for pay differential between primary and
secondary school English teachers?



