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Member will ask the question in this language
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(6)

Hon James TO (Oral Reply)

According to the existing housing policy, public housing applicants should

not own or co-own any domestic property. In case of divorce, neither

party is eligible to apply for public housing if either of them does not wish

to pursue the process of transferring the title of their property which has

been registered as co-owned property in the Land Registry. In this

connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©

of the assistance provided by the Socia Welfare Department
("SWD") to such divorced couples in finding accommodation to
live separately; the respective numbers of cases in the past three
years in which SWD has succeeded in helping such personsto find
accommodation and those in which it has failed to do so; and
among the latter cases, of the number of those in which domestic
disputes and violence have taken place;

whether the Director of Housing ("D of H") can exercise
discretion to allow divorced persons who fail to resolve the
problem of property ownership to apply for or be accommodated
in public housing; if he can, of the respective numbers of casesin
the past three yearsin which D of H has exercised his discretion to
allow such persons to lease public housing units on normal
tenancy terms or on conditional terms, or to apply for public
housing; and the respective numbers of cases in which such
persons were not alowed to lease public housing units on normal
tenancy terms or on conditional terms, or to apply for public
housing; and

whether the Housing Department will consider amending the
eigibility criteria for applying for public housing to allow
divorced persons who cannot obtain the title to the properties
concerned under court decrees to apply for public housing even if
the transfer of title is still in progress, so as to help divorced
persons who have not sought assistance from SWD to resolve their
accommodation problems if they are to live separately from their
Spouses, so as to prevent serious domestic disputes or violence?



