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The Coalition for Defending the Status of Technology

Manifesto

The Coalition for Defending the Status of Technology, a group of
individuals from business and technology sectors, academia and think
tanks who share a common vision of revitalizing Hong Kong through a
commitment to technology as the central driver of growth, notes with
dismay the government’s plan to re-organize the government secretariat
by removing technology from the title of the proposed Commerce and
Economic Development Bureau with responsibility for technology,
thereby further weakening the policy focus on technological development.

The Coalition wishes to place on record its strong views that such a
re-organization contrasts sharply with the policy of our country, which
places technology at the heart of our country’s developmental strategy;
and from the growth strategies of developed and developing economies
around the world large and small, including some in Asia with similar
comparative advantages as Hong Kong which are vying to increase their
competitive position through strengthening their technological assets,

The Coalition wishes to point out further that the downgrading of
the importance of technology as reflected in the government’s proposed
re-organization of the government secretariat is out of kilter with global
economic developments in recent decades, which have fully
demonstrated that the world is moved by technology (the digital
revolution making possible the globalization of production and business
organization, outsourcing, specialization and the migration of jobs to the
most competitive locations). Technology underlies the competitive
advantages not only of industry, but also of service and the economy as a
whole, It is the defining asset of any society which aspires to be creative,
inventive and vibrant. In the global scramble for technological upgrading,
Hong Kong stands alone in under-recognizing the contributions of
technology and innovation to growth, in under-spending on research and
development, in under-investing in the necessary technological
infrastructure and in failing to formulate a dynamic technology policy.

The Coalition does not dispute the importance of the financial
industries in contributing to Hong Kong’s growth and economic well-
being, but wishes to point out that Hong Kong possesses tremendous
potential for technological development by partnering with the Mainland.
Our country has the most dynamically growing market for technological




products and services and has vast resources for technological
development. Within our country Hong Kong has a unique competitive
position by virtue of its strong rule of law, effective intellectual property
protection, business savvy and international convergence. Hong Kong is
well placed to partner with the Mainland and create a win-win formula
for competition in the technology-intensive sectors of the global economy.
The Coalition urges the government to exploit to the full Hong Kong’s
yet untapped technological potential.

The Coalition notes that all countries and territories which have a
comprehensive and forward-looking technological policy have put in
place the necessary organizational structure to put their policy into effect,
led by far-sighted and courageous leaders with vision and the necessary
industrial domain knowledge and experience. Qur country, for example,
has established two ministries, the Ministry of Science and Technology
and the Ministry of Information Industry, to take charge of technological
development. Provinces, cities and special economic zones have specific
bureaus or agencies with clearly defined responsibility for science and
technology. The same holds true for other countries whose commitment
to technology has produced a transformative effect on their economy,
such as Finland, Ireland, and Israel.

In view of the foregoing, the Coalition urges the government:

¢ to clearly designate a bureau to assume responsibility for
technology and innovation, and to underline the importance of
technological development by re-instating the reference to
technology in the title of the designated bureau;

¢ to formulate a comprehensive technology policy, having regard
to Hong Kong’s comparative and competitive advantages and those
of our country;

¢ to earmark funding for the Central Policy Unit to pursue
research on the roles of technology as the central driver of growth,
with a view to examine the global trends of technology-driven
economics, Hong Kong’ s competitive advantages in technology
and innovation, and the appropriate long-term developmental
strategy for the local technology sector;

¢ to educate the public of the underlying importance of technology
to the future development of our economy and society, in particular
the importance of patience in view of the longer time span for




technological development to come to fruition; the tolerance of
mistakes and the nurturing of a greater risk-taking culture;

¢ to take the necessary actions to ensure that the government is
staffed with the right personnel with the necessary technological
competence, knowledge and experience to take forward Hong
Kong’s technological development in partnership with the
Mainland. Such personnel should be able to facilitate Hong Kong’s
partnership with the Mainland and global convergence;

¢ to support the development of technology-intensive businesses
in areas where Hong Kong can most effectively carve out niches
for itself in collaboration with the Mainland and global partners;

¢ to review the existing government structures and models for the
management of technology and innovation, and to make such
organizational changes as are necessary.
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