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ificate in_the

We learnt of the Medical Council’s (MCHK) recent public announcement (Annex 1) of tlaiming after
further consulting the medical profession, she has decided to pursue mandaiory CME for all doctors
and to link it with annual relicensing. '

We are, most disappointed as we are conscmus that many doemxs including some pro

Council is reluctant to hold a referendum requested by the profession on such an impo
far reaching effects to the Medical Profession.

 certificates.

In a forum on CME organized by the Hong Kong Medical Association and attended by a
of MCHK in May 2004, the overall sentiments were against such linkage, while the rep:
Health, Welfare & Food Bureau had indicated that the whole profession and not just the

referendum by the MCHK but to no avail. In two surveys conducted by three medical
seven years, doctors had demonstrated strong objection to linking compulsory CME to annual
relicensing of doctors' practising certificates. Please refer to the table below: -

- Date of Against CME | For CME linked | Abstain
survey - Name of organizer Response | linked with annual | with annual or
: practising license |practising license | No answer

31.7.2002 |Hong Kong Medical Association 616 $9.3% O 10.7% 0%

| 11.4.2000 [Estate Doctors Association & The : :
Association of Licentiates of Medi 1,029 - 76.4% 20.3% 3.3%
Council of Hong Kong '
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In October 2002, HKDU conducted a survey on the Medical Profession and received replies from 1,354

doctors (response rate is 13.83%) and the majority of them (94.46%) requested the MCHE
named referendum to decide on whether CME should be linked with annual relicensing.

The responses of the 1,354 doctors are listed below for your information: -

{ to conduct a

No. of Doctors Response

1,279 (94.46%)
; Named Referendum in the Medical Profession to decide
should be linked with renewal of annual practising certificate.

I strongly request the Medical Council of Hong Kong to chuduct a

if CME

56 (4.14%)
certificate and no Named Referendum is necessary.

I am i favour of CME linking with renewal of annual practising

I have no comment on linking CME with
|certificate.

19 (1.40%)

renewal of anmual practising

1354 (100%)

Instead of the controversial linking CME with annual relicensing, HKDU had all along
‘compulsory display of CME status. In our previous submission to the MCHK and o
previous Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food, Dr. EKK. Yeoh, we suggested the
certificate should bear a symboland caption to disclose the adequacy of CME
must display this certificate by legislation in a prominent place in their clinics or worki
example a golden symbol with annotation: “Adequate CME undertaken™ and a whi
annotation: “CME Inadequate™ can be printed on the certificate. We think such a compuls
CME status will have the following beneficial effects so that a win-win situation is
everyone:-

(1) ‘The public can now clearly know whether their doctors pursue the formal CME adequ

(2) The doctor realizes his CME status may affect the respect and trust of his patient
stand to lose business if CME inadequacy should appear in his licence. He would mal
to improve. He accepts CME as he knows now he is not forced to or being punishe;
way like losing his licence; :

The public now appreciate that the government and the Medical Council are d

ensure the doctors improve their standard and that they are doing this in a fair

manner, winmng the hearts of both doctors and patients.

@)

the

achieved for

ately;

and he may
(e extra effort
1 in an unfair

oi .enough to
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To make this method known to the public and effective, this requirement should be legisiated and |
gazetted and the status of all doctors can be checked by the public via the Medical Councills website and
publications. : _

We were initially heartened by the Council’s assent to our requeét to allow usage of the annotation
“CME certified” by the relevant doctors. but we are most disappointed that no named referendum was

ever held though requested by the profession. We do hope the Council will rethink [and hold the
requested referendum first. : &

Thanking you in anticipation.

Yours sincerely,

Dr.HoOck Ling . (L ' :
Hon. Secretary ' o _ :
Hong Kong Doctors Union

Encl.

oc: Mr. Donald Tsang, Chief Bxecutive of HKSAR

Dr. Hon. Kwok Ka Ki, Legislative Councillor

Dr. Yotk Chow, Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food

Dr. Choi Kin, President, Hong Kong Medical Association

Dr. Ling Chui Pui, Chairman, Practising Estate Doctors' Association Ltd.

Dr. Li Sum Wo, Chairman, The Association of Licentiates of Medical Council of Hong Kong

Dr. Shea Tat Ming, President, Hong Kong Public Doctors’ Association

Dr. Chan Sai Kwing, Chairman, The Government Doctors’ Association _

Dr. Charles S.K. Cheng, President, Association of Private Medical Specialists

Dr. Li Kai Yan, President, Association of Medical Practitioners of Societies' Clinics

Dr. Leung' Siu Foon, President, Sun Yat Sen University of Medical Sciences Hong Kong Alumni
Association :

Dr. Benjamin §.T. Lau, Chairman, Hong Kong Public Hospitals, Department of Health and Universities

TheDc:u‘:ht:a’s Association
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ANNEX 1 -

o

Mandatory Continning Medical Education

To follow up on the discussion of the Legislative Council Panel on Health Sm;ccs on
mandatory Continuing Medical Bducation (CME) programme, the Heslth, Welfare and Food
Bureau (HWFB) has requested the Medical Council of Hong Koag (the Council) to donunue its
dialogue with the profession and 1o expiore how the mandatory CME programmt could be
further refined to address the profession’s concem. ,

In response to HWFB's request, the Council discussed the further mommmdaum of the
Education and Accreditation Committee (the Committee) oh mandatory CME programme at its
Policy Moenng held in February 2006 and adopted the Committee’s farther recommendations at
the said meeting. The Council also decided 1o consult 11 medical assomanonsf:nshmnom on
the Committee’s recommendations.

At its Policy Meeting held on 4 April 2007, the Council continued its considcralion of the
matter taking into account the views expressed by the medical associations/institutions
consulted. After deliberations, the Council decided to stand by its previous decision on
mandatory CME, i.e fajlure to comply with mendatory CME requirements wowld lead to
non-renewal of the practising certificate. The Council also decided to forward the further
recommendations on mandatory CME programme to HWFB for consideration. |

The Medical Couneil of Hong Kong
2 May 2007
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