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Society for Protection of the Harbour  
保  護  海  港  協  會  

 

Panel on Planning, Lands and Works 
 

Subcommittee to Review the Planning for the  
Central Waterfront (including the Tamar Site) 

 
Meeting on 7th May 2007 

Design and Alignment of Road P2  
 
 

Summary of Submission 
 
 

1. P2 in its present form of a potentially 6-lane surface highway over 100 ft. wide is needed 
only because of the proposed massive property developments on the Central 
Harbourfront. 

 
2. The full details of the 10 property developments are set out in Document “A” in the List 

of Documents our Society have supplied for the purpose of this Meeting.  Document    
“A” shows that the Government is proposing to develop 10 large pieces of land which 
will produce a staggering 9,845,410 sq.ft. of Gross Floor Area.   

 
3. It is estimated that these developments will attract an additional 50,000 people to Central. 
 
4. According to the Report submitted by the Transport Department, these developments will 

attract an additional 7,623 vehicles per hour to Central and traffic will again be saturated 
by the year 2016. 

 
5. In the court proceedings taken by our Society against the Government (HCAL 102/2003), 

the Government in its justification for the Central Reclamation (CR III) had misled the 
court by failing to bring to the court’s attention the massive property developments on 
land provided by CR III.   

 
6. In Paragraph 27 of the Affirmation of Cheung Tai Yan (Document “D”) made on behalf 

of the Chief Executive-in-Council, Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands and 
Secretary for Environment, Transport and Works, the Government set out the reasons for 
the reclamation without mentioning the proposed massive property developments on the 
reclaimed land. 

 
7. In 2005 through a Re-zoning Application, our Society brought the above matters to the 

attention of the Town Planning Board.  The Board by its decision dated 5th August 2005 
(Document “E”) therefore directed the Government to conduct further studies and to 
review the plans for Central.  The Government was directed, in particular:- 
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(a) To facilitate pedestrian access to the waterfront; 
 
(b) To study an environmentally friendly transport system; and 
 
(c) To promote visual permeability. 

 
8. The Board made its decision public by a Press Announcement dated 5th August 2005 

(Document “F”). 
 
9. However up to the present time, the Government has failed to comply with the Board’s 

decision and yet has pressed ahead with:- 
 

(a) The construction works of the Central Reclamation and related infrastructures 
including P2; 

 
(b) Demolition of the Star Ferry; and 
 
(c) Currently proceeding to demolish Queen’s Pier. 
 

10. The Government’s disregard of the Board’s directive for almost two years and 
nevertheless proceeding with the above works is unreasonable, culpable and disrespectful 
almost to the extent of contempt of the Board, the opinions of Hong Kong people and 
public interest. 

 
11. It would be illogical and almost dishonest for the Government to conduct the study and 

review only now after the construction and demolition works are completed and then to 
say that it is too late to change anything.  Even if the result of the review should 
disapprove of the Government’s plans, there would be no way to undo the damage and to 
restore Hong Kong’s historic monuments. 

 
12. In the light of the above and in fairness to the people of Hong Kong, the Government 

should be publicly censured. 
 
13. Hopefully it is still not too late to review whether P2 in its present form is really needed.  

If the proposed massive property developments are cancelled or substantively reduced, 
P2 can be planned simply as a local road to provide public access to the harbourfront 
rather than as an additional formidable barrier similar to the present Connaught 
Road/Gloucester Road. 

 
14. Reduction of the width of P2 may also mean that Queen’s Pier need not be demolished 

but can be retained on its present site. 
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List of Documents 
in support of the Submission by  

The Society for Protection of the Harbour 

 

A. Plan according to Transport Department Submission to the Expert Panel on 3rd 
September 2005 (Annexure 4.2). 

 
B. Extract from “Submission to the Expert Panel” presented by the Transport 

Department on 3rd September 2005 - Appendix 4.2 showing the Total Gross 
Floor Area of the Proposed Future Developments at Central Reclamation Area. 

 
C. Extract from “Submission to the Expert Panel” presented by the Transport 

Department on 3rd September 2005 - Appendix 4.4 showing that additional 
7,623 vehicle trips in PCU per hour will be generated by the Proposed Future 
Developments at Central Reclamation Area. 

 
D. Extracts of Affirmation of Cheung Tai Yan attesting to the purpose of the 

Central Reclamation. 
 
E. Extract from Minutes of Town Planning Board Meeting dated 5th August 2005. 
 
F. Press Release of Town Planning Board dated 5th August 2005. 
 
G. Leaflet “The New Central Harbourfront” prepared by the Housing, Planning 

and Lands Bureau in May 2006.  




















