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TABLING OF PAPERS

A ERE CEEMRAD) 2 212 RIHRERER :
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:
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(BET ) BATY o 74/2008
Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.

Airport Authority Ordinance (Map of Restricted Area)
L0 ) (1) 73/2008

Securities and Futures (Contracts Limits and Reportable

Positions) (Amendment) Rules 2008 ............... 74/2008
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Other Papers
No. 85 — Annual Report of The Standing Committee on
Legal Education and Training for the period
from 1 September 2006 to 31 August 2007
No. 86 — Approved Estimates of Income and Expenditure

for the financial year 2008-2009,
Securities and Futures Commission

mEHHNEEEE
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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Illegal Modification of Vehicles and Illegal Motor Racing
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Emissions from Franchised Buses
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Power Breakdown
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Kindergarten Teachers Leaving Their Jobs or Transferring to Other Schools
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Medical Services for AIDS Patients and HIV Infected Individuals
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Investment by Public Organizations
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Admission Schemes for Mainland People
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Nuisances Caused by Aircraft Noises
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BEXREBAEGE

Capital Investment Entrant Scheme

12. DR DAVID LI: President, according to statistics provided on the website
of the Immigration Department (ImmD), as at 31 December 2007, a total of
1 114 Chinese nationals with permanent residence overseas had been granted
Jformal approval under the Capital Investment Entrant Scheme (CIES), while 244
other such persons had been granted approval-in-principle. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

whether the above statistics refer to the total number of approvals
granted since the introduction of the CIES, or to the number of
approvals granted in 2007 alone; and

of the breakdown of the above statistics by country of permanent
residence of such persons?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AND MAINLAND AFFAIRS (in
the absence of Secretary for Security): President, our reply on the data of the

approved applications under the CIES is as follows:

(a)

The 1 114 Chinese nationals with permanent residence overseas
(relevant applicants) who have been granted formal approval refer to
the cumulative total from the introduction of the CIES in October
2003 till 31 December 2007.

The 244 relevant applicants who have been granted
approval-in-principle refer to the figure as at 31 December 2007.
Having proved they had made the required investment, these
applicants can obtain formal approval and permission to stay in
Hong Kong.
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(b) The breakdown by country/place of permanent residence of the
above 1 114 relevant applicants who have been granted formal
approval is as follow:

Country/Place Applicants granted
Jormal approval
Gambia 414
Canada 208
New Zealand 126
Nauru 75
Australia 62
The Philippines 61
Niger 58
Guinea-Bissau 42
The United States of America 35
Singapore 11
Kiribati S
The United Kingdom 3
Japan 3
Thailand 3
Brazil 1
Costa Rica 1
France 1
Hungary 1
Madagascar 1
Mali 1
Malta 1
Poland 1
Total 1114

The ImmD does not keep statistics regarding the country/place of
permanent residence of the above 224 relevant applicants who have
been granted approval-in-principle.
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DR DAVID LI: Madam President, I have consulted members of the Finance
Constituency and have noted widespread support for what is considered a fair,
responsible and forward-looking Budget. The banking community believes that
the 2008-2009 Budget is pragmatic and balanced, and is an appropriate response
to the present economic conditions.

We recognize that the direction of the Budget was largely dictated by the
record fiscal surplus recorded for the 2007-2008 financial year. While
welcoming the healthy fiscal position, the Finance Constituency is however
concerned that the growing surplus is a Pandora's Box, tempting us to release its
contents and raise spending. With inflation being a growing threat, the Finance
Constituency strongly believes that controls on spending must be strengthened,
not relaxed.
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As highlighted in the Budget, revenue soared last year on the back of Hong
Kong's robust economy. But we must not forget: the surplus is not based on
revenue alone, spending must also be tightly controlled. And the Government's
achievement in controlling spending is nothing short of remarkable. Total
public expenditure for the fiscal year 2007 was some 6 % less than the total public
expenditure in the fiscal year 2003. This excellent result is due to the supreme
effort which the Administration has made in recent years to streamline operations
and reduce waste.

Members of the Finance Constituency congratulate the Financial Secretary
and the entire Administration on the fiscal discipline they have shown. Without
such discipline, we would not be in the enviable position we are today.

Very wisely, the Financial Secretary has resisted temptation when
presenting his Budget, and kept the Pandora's Box firmly closed. Instead, he
has returned a large share of the surplus to the people. He showed great
imagination and determination to spread the benefits of our current prosperity
throughout the community.

Recognizing that our health care system will face growing pressure in
future as the population ages, the Financial Secretary will set aside $50 billion
for new initiatives on health care. The scale of this commitment sends a very
powerful signal that the Government is determined to move forward to meet
tomorrow's needs.

In another far-sighted initiative, the Financial Secretary will inject $8.5
billion into the Mandatory Provident Fund (MPF) accounts of those earning less
than $10,000 per month. For these individuals, the injection will at least double
their own contributions this year. This will have a marked impact on retirement
savings 30 and more years from now.

The Financial Secretary also cuts taxes. Many in the community have
expressed concern that by reducing taxes, the Financial Secretary has further
narrowed the tax base — contrary to the Administration's stated policy.
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His critics ignore three truths:

(1) Taxes were raised as a short-term measure to address a severe fiscal
deficit. It is right and proper that taxes be restored to their original
level now that our position has improved.

(2) Inflation is rising, and will accelerate further. Without
government action to loosen the tax net, those who could least
afford it would have faced the twin hardships of rising prices and
rising taxes.

(3) Most wage earners already contribute to the MPF, and the
Government is now considering introducing mandatory
contributions for health care. These are charges on income and
are, in fact, taxes in all but name.

The Financial Secretary has provided relief where it is needed. But he
has by no means abandoned the principle that fiscal discipline is a shared
responsibility.

We face a time of great economic uncertainty. Many fear that the
world's largest economy, the United States, is in recession. The extent of the
impact on Hong Kong is still unknown.

What is already clear, however, is that inflation is the greatest danger
facing our economy today. Inflation is a worldwide problem, with the prices of
basic commodities at record highs.

Unfortunately, Hong Kong is in a particularly vulnerable position. With
our currency tied to the weak American dollar, we face rising prices for all
imported goods.

In the past, we could take comfort that our dollar and the Renminbi were
linked. But no longer — Today, the Renminbi is appreciating ever faster.
Moreover, inflation has taken hold on the Mainland, and the cost of basic
foodstuff is rising at an alarming rate.
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The Financial Secretary used his Budget to offer relief on rates, electricity
and taxes. These are very welcome initiatives. But inflation is a stubborn
beast, and our fight will require even greater effort in the months ahead.

Now, more than ever, the Government must exercise fiscal discipline to
avoid fanning the flames of inflation still harder. The growth of the Civil
Service must be kept in check; efficiency must be the watchword, not expansion.
It is essential that the Government shows extreme restraint in raising fees and
charges. The Government must also be very careful that spending on
infrasturcture projects does not compound inflation, by competing with private
investment and stimulating a new round of wage rises in an already tight labour
market.

Let me now return to an issue which I have raised several times in the past.

In its submission to the Financial Secretary on the 2008-2009 Budget, the
Hong Kong Association of Banks (HKAB) reiterated its request that the
Administration review its policy on group loss relief and loss carry back.

The Government's position is that such proposals (1) could be easily
abused for tax avoidance, and would require complicated legislative provisions
to guard against abuse; and (2) may result in significant loss of tax revenue,
which may be particularly acute during economic downturns.

The HKAB disagrees with the tax abuse concern. The existing anti
tax-avoidance legislation in Hong Kong could strike down abusive schemes.
Singapore has implemented such proposals without any fundamental overhaul of
the tax legislation, and without noticeable increase in abusive schemes.

With group loss relief in place, we would offer a more welcoming business
environment to international financial service companies.

Separate incorporation allows a more rational structuring of business
endeavours. It allows regulated businesses to be separated from non-regulated
business. It promotes risk-taking and entrepreneurship.
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We believe that the economic benefits would outweigh any short-term or
imagined loss of tax revenue. As such, the Finance Constituency would be
grateful if the Government would include a review of these proposals as part of
its overall review of tax reform options.

Having communicated this request, may I now take this opportunity to
express my sincere appreciation to the Chief Executive, the Chief Secretary, the
Financial Secretary and the Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury for
devoting so much of their time and effort to enhancing international recognition
of Hong Kong's capability in financial services. May I in particular highlight
my appreciation of the Government for its work to promote Hong Kong as a
centre for Islamic banking.

And lastly, it would be remiss of me not to offer my sincere and heartfelt
thanks and appreciation to the Financial Secretary for not just reducing, but also
removing, the duty on beer and wine.

I have used my response to the Budget year after year to call for a
reduction in the duty on wine. The Financial Secretary showed greater wisdom
than I, and abolished the duty entirely. This is a far-sighted move, at a time
when the wine trade in Asia is growing at a remarkable pace. Hong Kong now
has the opportunity to stand at the forefront of this important, high value-added
business.

Thank you, Madam President. I take great pleasure in supporting the
Budget.
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MS MARGARET NG: Madam President, the Financial Secretary's 2008-2009
Budget has much to commend itself. It was delivered in a plain language
speech. It is based on guiding principles with which men and women of
conscience can readily identify, and which the Civil Party has long been
advocating.

The first such principle is the balance between benefits for the haves and
benefits for the have-nots. We are fortunate indeed that last year turned out to
be an even fatter year than anticipated, and the Financial Secretary holds a more
generous purse from which to make distributions.  On the one hand, tax cuts are
made which benefit those who earn enough to pay tax. On the other hand,
long-denied social benefits are given which will benefit those in want.
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The second such principle is the balance between one-off "sweeteners" and
investment in more long-term programmes in disposing of the excess surplus. 1|
am pleased to note that $50 billion is allocated in a lump sum to the medical
benefits plan to be set up — whatever form it should ultimately take — and the
$6,000 per person put in to boost the Mandatory Provident Fund (MPF) for those
earning less than $10,000 per month.

When a family has done better than it has expected, it is only human to
spend part of the fortune for immediate enjoyment, but the opportunity must be
seized to strengthen the family's ability to face the future. I believe the
Financial Secretary's Budget tries to do this. His approach is noticeably
different from the past attitude of squander-and-salt-away on a shifting goal-post
of the level of reserve required for prudent financial management.

However, 1 should also say that while the Budget is a step in the right
direction, it has not gone nearly far enough. For example, the benefits for the
better-to-do still far outweigh the benefits for the needy. Tax cuts will cost the
revenue a total of over $35 billion in salaries tax and profits tax, while the sum
total of extra benefits for the elderly, public housing rent, CSSA payment,
disability allowance and including the $8.5 billion for MPF booster will cost the
revenue only $21 billion: A difference of over $14 billion in favour of the
better-to-do. The allocation for long-term social security, with just a leg-up for
medical scheme and small booster for the MPF, without mentioning a retirement
scheme, is sketchy compared to the extensive array of one-off give-aways
amounting to at least over $56 billion.

Indeed, even the long-term investments are of a one-off nature. The
Government has taken on no additional long-term commitment in the recurrent
expenditure.

I will go further. The Financial Secretary's Budget falls short of taking a
serious look at Hong Kong's long-term policy for economic development and
maintaining Hong Kong's competitiveness. Mr John TSANG is not the only
recent Financial Secretary not to have done so, but I strongly urge him to repair
this omission in his next Budget and in his reply.

One example is the impact of "three links" ("=3& ") between Taiwan and
the Mainland on Hong Kong's economy. Of course, the SAR Government
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cannot be expected to prophesize Mr MA Ying-jeou's election to the presidency,
but it has always been a real possibility which a responsible SAR Government
should have considered. I remember its being mentioned in the Chief Executive
election last year by the candidate Alan LEONG. Perhaps Mr TSANG has
indeed kept the matter under review and has ideas of his own which he has given
as advice to the Chief Executive. If so, he should have explained the SAR
Government's estimation of the impact of "three links" on our economy, and
what the Government intends to do in response. Perhaps he will do so in his

reply.

I now turn to specific areas in which I have a particular concern, namely,
the allocation for the justice system, human rights and the rule of law.

I want to start with human rights. In the past 15 months, we have been
closely examining the Race Discrimination Bill. The Bills Committee is
experiencing the greatest difficulty in getting a full commitment of the SAR
Government to the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination, whether
practised by the private sector or by the Government, and to legislate to fully
reflect that.  Owur difficulty is to get the Government to agree to a binding legal
obligation for it to do so in the performance of its functions and the exercise of its
powers.

One problem here is financial commitment. Without adequate resources
being committed to ensure that racial equality is respected in all branches of
government policies and their implementation, naturally, government
departments will fear legal challenge and insist on the protection of blanket
exemptions to be explicitly approved by the law. But to give in to this mode of
thinking is scandalous and defeatist. This is not worthy of a city which claims
to be "world class". The SAR must put the money where its mouth is.

I appreciate that the Financial Secretary has provided about $37 billion
towards bridging the language gap of our ethnic minorities, especially in
education and health care services, job centres and welfare facilities. This is
the first time anything like that has been done. But I must tell the Financial
Secretary that this is a mere sop for the long oppressed minorities in the face of
gathering criticism, including the forthright criticism of the UN Committee on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. It is not an acceptable substitution for
the protection of law.
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Recent information papers submitted to the Bills Committee enumerated
the Government's measures in support of ethnic minorities in the areas of
education, vocational training, retraining, and interpretation services at public
hospitals and clinics. They exhibit a sorry state of affairs. Many of the
programmes were hastily installed only after the scrutiny of the Bill has gone
underway. Altogether they are clearly not enough to meet Hong Kong's
obligations to promote racial equality. Most revealing of all is that, even now,
no review has been attempted to assess the overall need in order to design a
programme of systematic eradication of racial discrimination. There is no
assurance, therefore, that the Government will not relapse into indifference once
the Bill is passed, if it is passed.

I must tell the Financial Secretary and his colleague, the Secretary for
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, his colleague, the Secretary for Home
Affairs, his colleagues, the Secretary for Education and the Secretary for Food
and Health respectively, that meeting the requirement of the Convention does not
have to be done in one day. Their colleague, the Secretary for Justice would, in
all probability, advise them that a programmatic approach, provided it is
reasonable and proportionate and carried out systematically, would be likely to
meet the requirement of a properly drafted law. The implementation of such a
programme will be well within the financial ability of the SAR, and totally
worthwhile. Indeed, it is part of what is required to make Hong Kong a truly
civilized city worthy of being called "world class".

In the same context of human rights, I note with concern the small number
of legal aid certificates granted for cases involving a breach of the Hong Kong
Bill of Rights Ordinance where the applicants fail to meet the means test: Only
one certificate was granted in 2005, none in 2006, and one in 2007. These
figures were given in answer to the question of the Honourable Martin LEE. 1
know what the official answer is of course: The Director of Legal Aid acts
independently of the Government's intervention. But is it indeed so clear-cut?
Are we asked to believe that there was only one case of breach of the Hong Kong
Bill of Rights Ordinance? Or do the breaches only involve citizen-parties of
slender means? Or, which is closer to common sense, that many breaches
escaped redress because it is more difficult for legal aid to be obtained than it is
for a camel to pass the eye of a needle? And why should the Director of Legal
Aid be so mean, if the financial constraints put upon him were less real for their
invisibility?
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Human rights groups have long asked for a Human Rights Commission to
be established on public funding. When will the Financial Secretary advise the
SAR Government that we have the money for this essential item?

Access to justice has always been an important issue. In the face of ever
increasing unrepresented litigants, the Chief Justice established the Resource
Centre for Unrepresented Litigants in 2003. It is clear from the recent report of
the Judicial Administrator to the Subcommittee on draft subsidiary legislation
relating to the Civil Justice Reform that the assistance the Centre could give is
very limited, because there is no back-to-back service by another organization to
give free legal advice. This year, the long process of the civil justice reform
will culminate in extensive changes in court procedures through amending the
High Court Rules. Conscientious practitioners can learn the new rules by
joining a number of courses designed for them. But who is to inform the
general public, including the many non-governmental organizations through
whose help unrepresented litigants have acquired some knowledge of what court
procedures mean and require of them?

It is not just a one-off funding to update the information pamphlet or
website of the Resource Centre which I am talking about. I am referring to the
updating of the whole system of providing free and accessible advice, including
free legal advice, to members of the public, and that involves long-term,
significant financial requirement.

In a short while, the Department of Justice will announce the findings of
its extensive survey report on the demand and supply of legal services in Hong
Kong. I cannot, and shall not, attempt to refer to its contents here. But it is no
secret that, as a matter of fact, only a minute proportion of the general public
enjoy any kind of free legal advice, and that little, unsystematically. Although
everyone lives under the law, few are privileged to know how they are affected
by it, and so most must live in bewilderment. I have proposed a Community
Legal Services Centre with Ms Audrey EU as long ago as 2002. It is only one
way of tackling the issue, and a very modest one. With the resources at his
command, the Financial Secretary can and should do better. When the findings
of the survey are made public, I hope the Financial Secretary will have the
answer ready.

Thank you, Madam President.
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, most of the debate about the Budget
has focused on how the Financial Secretary returned the surplus to the
community. Some critics say too much went to the middle class, through cuts
and rebates in salaries tax and rates. However, the electricity bill subsidy, the
waiver of public housing rents, and the old age and CSSA bonuses will probably
have a bigger impact for many families of lower incomes. That is especially
important at a time of rising inflation.

On the whole, I think the Financial Secretary made wise decisions in
choosing how to distribute this excess revenue. There are probably hundreds of
different ways he could have done it, but he chose a broad range of measures,
and just about everyone will benefit in some way. And of course, that includes
the business community which receives a small but welcome cut in profits tax.

If we want to criticize anything, it should be the fact that the Government
accidentally raised so much surplus revenue in the first place. There is a
problem with a fiscal system which cannot be controlled more accurately. Big
surpluses raise public expectations, and people might be unhappy when one-off
measures are not repeated the following year. And with such a volatile system,
we cannot always guarantee big surpluses. As we saw earlier this decade, it can
work both ways, and we can end up with big, sudden drops in revenue.

The Financial Secretary has proposed earmarking $50 billion from the
fiscal reserves to kick-start a new health care financing system. Hopefully, this
will encourage people to think seriously about the different options for increasing
health care funding in the long term.
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There are quite a few possible approaches. One is simply to divert
government expenditure from other areas, which could lead to extra burdens for
some people as a result of spending cuts. Another is simply to have higher
taxes. Others involve bigger contributions from people of working age,
probably in line with their incomes and ability to pay.

All of these have one thing in common, and that is somebody somewhere
has to pay more. And whichever route we take, that "somebody" is likely to be
people of working age, especially with average or above-average incomes.

A survey recently showed that the middle class is not totally happy with
the idea of personal health coverage to supplement the current system. In
particular, I have heard that if they had to choose, the middle class would prefer
a voluntary to a compulsory plan.

There is a danger that this simply would not work. A voluntary scheme
needs a critical mass. Without a broad pool of people taking part, it might not
be financially viable. Younger people who are more likely to be healthy might
opt out of the system, and the contributions made by the people left in it will not
cover the health care costs.

Some people say that a compulsory system would be no different from
paying extra tax. That is not really true. If it is structured well, a personal
coverage system could give us and the members more personal ownership and
benefits, with more flexibility and choice of health care providers. But the
basic point is we do need to increase health care spending, and the money has to
come from a recurrent source somewhere.

Madam President, the financial services industry will remain to be the
main pillar for Hong Kong's economy in the years to come. And the key asset
of the industry is its people. We need to remain competitive in our taxes to
attract the best talent to come to our city. But apart from the economic
incentives, especially for those with young family, we also need to create a better
environment to enhance their quality of life. Financial commitment to create
more open space is much overdue, and I am counting on the Secretary for
Development to bring back more space and more grass lawns to those who have
contributed much to our fiscal system.

Thank you.
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DR RAYMOND HO: Deputy President, "It is a down-to-earth Budget with
feelings, for which I"1l give full marks." This was what I said in my comments
made to the media on the Budget immediately after its delivery by the Financial
Secretary, Mr John TSANG, on 27 February 2008. I must say that it is the best
budget in recent years.
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First of all, it is encouraging that the Government is taking measures to
rectify its wrongs made in the past. The failure of not dishing out sufficient
Category B and Category C projects, and the wrong policy of not allowing
sufficient recurrent consequences or recurrent expenditure a few years ago have
led to the serious dwindling of Category A projects at present. In other words,
there are not enough infrastructure projects for implementation, or projects
which can go out for tender.

The revised overall expenditure on infrastructure projects for 2007-2008 is
$20.5 billion. It will rise to $21.8 billion for 2008-2009, still falling far short of
the annual $29 billion as committed by the Government. It means that this will
be the fourth year when the Government's target is not met. However,
spending on infrastructure development will definitely increase with the
implementation of the 10 major infrastructure projects which the Chief Executive
announced in his policy address of 2007 last October. In fact, there are also
other projects being given high priority, such as the dual 3 — Central Kowloon
Route, the MTR West Island Line and the construction of a third runway. In
order to enhance our competitiveness in container handling capacity, the
Government is taking up again the development of Container Terminal 10. Its
need and urgency should be looked into and thoroughly assessed with all aspects
and parameters considered.

To ensure the smooth implementation of these projects, or to get them off
the ground, the Government must ensure that they are consistent with the
expectations of the public which are increasingly defined by the environmental
concern and the need for conservation. This may require the Government to
engage stakeholders as well as members of the public in the policy or project
formulation process and allow their adequate involvement from early stages.
So, instead of public consultation which is usually adopted now, it is public
engagement which must be undertaken. The arrangement will promote better
understanding between the Government and the parties in the community who
are involved in those cases in terms of development goals and options available.
The latter may even come up with useful inputs and creative ideas for solving the
problems associated with the development. The engagement of all relevant
parties in the process may have prevented the unfortunate last-minute
confrontation which took place during the relocation, for example, of the Clock
Tower at the Star Ferry or the temporary relocation of the Queen's Pier last year.
As a further bonus, co-operation between the public and the Government will be
conducive to building a harmonious society.
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Engineering professionals, whom I represent, are most willing to be
involved in the process and can come up with constructive solutions to the future
development in the project formulation stage, just as we provide solutions in
project delivery stage.

In project delivery stage, engineers are needed for planning, design,
management and supervision, certification of works and contract conclusion.
Good manpower planning on the part of the Government is necessary if it is to
ensure quality delivery of public works projects to be implemented, including the
10 major ones.

To attract high calibre engineers to join the Government and to retain
experienced ones working in the Government, the Government should seriously
consider reverting to the recruitment of government engineers on permanent
basis rather than on contract basis. The arrangement will encourage young
government engineers to pursue their career in the Government and work
wholeheartedly for the public. It is of vital importance that the Government
should also increase engineering graduates' starting salaries to a more
competitive level. Their starting salaries have been substantially slashed a few
years ago when the Government suffered from huge fiscal deficits. Equally
important, there must not be any delay in rectifying the Government's mistake of
introducing the discriminatory 3-tier system of employment terms and conditions
for Resident Site Staff. Type C must go. There must be full recognition of
incremental credits for experience (that is, ICE). It is in no way that the
Government should prejudice against engineering professionals. They should
be given the original employment terms which commensurate with their
professional duties in ensuring time, cost, quality, environmental and safety
control of the infrastructure projects.

For almost a decade, government engineers have gone through tough times
with the Government's various policy changes. With the improvement of its
financial position, the Government should review and adjust their employment
conditions and terms to a more competitive level. Government engineers
should be given back what they deserve. Inaction on the part of the
Government will surely cast doubt on its ability to appreciate engineers' vital
role in ensuring quality delivery and the smooth running of the Government.
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Sitting on a huge surplus, the Government should do more to address other
pressing problems in our society. The growing gap between the poor and the
rich is worrying, and needs the Government's immediate attention. While it
may take some time for society to reach a consensus on how to address the
issues, short-term measures, particularly those on a one-off basis with little
long-term financial implications, can be introduced in the meantime to help the
underprivileged, such as the elderly, to improve their livelihood. The one-off
grant to the Old Age Allowance recipients is a good gesture but $3,000 is simply
not enough. Nobody will not support the Government in being more generous
to enable the elderly to really share the fruits of our economic growth.

However, I appreciate the Government's decision to inject $6,000 into
each MPF account of those earning not more than $10,000 a month, and its
pledge in drawing $50 billion from the fiscal reserves to assist the
implementation of health care reform. The provision of additional expenditure
of about $300 million a year on places for Postgraduate Research Programmes
and the establishment of a Research Endowment Fund of $18 billion for our
tertiary institutions are policies on the right track.

Just as I made it clear at the beginning of this speech, this is an excellent
Budget which I fully support. Nevertheless, the Government's responses and
actions are still earnestly expected in some specific areas, including those
mentioned above. With these remarks, Deputy President, I so submit. Thank
you.
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SUSPENSION OF MEETING
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Suspended accordingly at twelve minutes past Seven o'clock.



