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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, the public consultation on Health
Care Reform will be completed by the end of June, when the community will
have a clearer picture of Hong Kong's future public health care services. In the
meantime, however, there are calls to immediately enhance our public health
care services.

Setbacks in the public health services exposed in recent years have
underlined the limitations of existing practices. The tense working atmosphere
of the frontline medical staff due to long working hours and the tight resources in
some hospital clusters on wards and manpower have contributed to the morale
crisis of public medical staff which has in turn lowered service quality.

While I appreciate the string of well-intended ideas moved by Dr the
Honourable KWOK Ka-ki, I do not agree that the Government should release the
$50 billion earmarked for health care funding at the moment. Since the funding
is meant to be seed funding for Health Care Reform, it is inappropriate to use it
for any purpose whatsoever before the conclusion of the public consultation.
We have yet to know whether there are better proposals from the public
consultation concerning Health Care Reform: may be there are views that will
enlighten the Government to make better use of the funding, or may be an
across-the-board consensus will lean towards Dr the Honourable KWOK Ka-ki's
proposal. In any case, we must wait until the result of the public consultation is
finalized. We need a long-term and well-thought out solution to the problem.
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Therefore, I agree to the Honourable Vincent FANG's amendment that the
Administration should carefully plan for the use of the $50 billion to prepare for
medical financing in the future.

Nevertheless, I agree that an enhanced private-public partnership (PPP)
would help relieve the burden of public health care services. The consultation
document by the Health and Medical Development Advisory Committee in July
2005 iterated that there was a serious imbalance between public and private
health care services. It stressed that it is essential to re-align the roles of the
public and private sectors in developing our future health care model. The
current over-reliance on public health care services will make the public health
care sector unsustainable. According to statistics from the Hospital Authority
(HA) and the Department of Health, public hospitals provided a total of 27 000
beds as at 31 March 2007, while private hospitals provided a total of 3 000-odd
beds as at June 2007. The number of wards in public hospitals surpassed
private ones by a ratio of 9:1.  Private hospitals are usually more profit-oriented
compared with public hospitals: They deploy less resources on low-return and
high-risk items, and more resources on high-return and low-risk items, while
also charging higher charges. Public hospitals, however, cover a wide range of
health care services at lower charges and they should be. This causes the
majority of patients to turn to public hospitals. At any rate, public hospitals
should continue to bear the responsibility of providing comprehensive health care
services, while accelerating the process of PPP. What the Administration
should do is to provide economic incentives to the private sector to foster the
PPP. The Chief Executive recently said that the Administration would conduct
the second phase consultation on Health Care Reform next year, which will focus
on the development of hospital facilities. 1 urge the Government to take
vigorous steps to encourage the development and extension of private hospital
facilities. This will require some modifications to the existing land policy and
concerted efforts between the Administration and private sectors.

I agree that the Government should carefully consider re-opening nursing
schools. Not only public hospitals, but also the entire welfare sector is
suffering from a shortage of nursing manpower. Last year, this Council passed
a motion on "policy on nursing manpower" which urged the Government to
increase nursing power. I am glad to hear that the HA has recently decided to
deploy $140 million next year to deal with the problem, including re-opening
Tuen Mun Hospital Nurse School and Caritas Medical Centre Nurse School, and
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extending the contract of registered nurse from three years to six years.
Nevertheless, the Government should encourage private institutions to provide
more qualified nursing programmes for the welfare sector. The two-year
full-time welfare-oriented Enrolled Nurse (General) / Enrolled Nurse
(Psychiatric) Training Programme offered by the Social Welfare Department
provides just 110 training places for each cohort, which could hardly satisfy the
high demand for nurses in the welfare sector.

Madam President, changes take time, and big changes take even more
time. Health Care Reform aims to provide a long-term solution to health care
services in Hong Kong. And we need to adjust our medical system to embrace
the big changes. The Government should spend more money in health care
services. Thank you.
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Mr Jeffrey LAM rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment and 14
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 18 were present, six were in favour of the amendment
and 11 abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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Dr KWOK Ka-ki rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, three were in favour of the amendment and 19
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 19 were present, six were in favour of the amendment
and 12 abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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Dr KWOK Ka-ki rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, 14 were in favour of the amendment, one
against it and six abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 19 were present, five were in favour of
the amendment, one against it and 12 abstained. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.

IR FEEEE - FA DRI EESR -

FEEZBE  EF RPHAECEARBHEEHEE -

FEXBEBENBEERADT :

Mg REIZE R T &R 2SR HER ST A a8 K
g dl RN M E A BAEBRRGEARBCEHA AN H
o7 bl THEEHgERABAERTRLEEBEREAE
HE 1T B \M“Eg‘a'%?ﬁm{’lf REREAEERRG S » DERE
i@v@ﬁfiw%ﬁfﬁﬂ’ﬁnﬁaﬁ CRE G E T RAIER  IL%T Z®RINE
THERCT S ()7 Z&RMIER LB A AL > 500 (T B R K
DB Z A B I s - W DAER T H RO B R I & & - 5 ®RIEIS
TR EEGRAZEE N B2 FINEREI TR T E - (ERAE
NHEBERGNRBEER" - ILL “EHE B > b B SR
i B a’%“ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬂ’]ﬁﬁ% Mtz gk 5 BE B A R E T R B e g AU S A
H B 7’%5“{7&5 ik T MR MR EE A - Dl B R E B R
tREg” 5 £ "BE 1,000 T 7 Z®RME "UHZEFEREE 65
w7 s THEEENAE 7 ZRME R )527(‘ L]
RO E s (R st HM W B FEEE A B EBEEFHANAE
ST 0 5 B P e R B Y R R R AH AL A o DU R UG RN E R T R R it
HE RN E RS - (3 Insm R E By TAE - P EE TR
ER e EEE - B RETHGMEEESE S R (HX) EREEZIE
g gE , P RABHERRBAUER" -

EE: ABEAFERSMCREONGFHEAER  PEEHERTRBHRERXEZD &
WLz ¥oEE -



kg — 2008 F 58 29H
300 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 29 May 2008

R RRERS D B fFREE - (JRERR - BRRFERET -

(MERT)

TR KHWBET -

(RE#EEERET)

FFEEE LT E R HFER -
Dr KWOK Ka-ki rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, 15 were in favour of the amendment and six
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 19 were present, 11 were in favour of the amendment
and seven abstained. Since the question was agreed by a majority of each of the
two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment was
carried.
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Mr Vincent FANG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, six were in favour of the amendment and 15
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 19 were present, four were in favour of the amendment,
one against it and 13 abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority
of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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Dr KWOK Ka-ki rose to claim a division.
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Functional Constituencies:
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Geographical Constituencies:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 20 were present, 17 were in favour of the motion as amended,
and three abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 19 were present, 14 were in favour of the
motion as amended and four abstained. Since the question was agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the motion as amended was carried.
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NEXT MEETING
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Adjourned accordingly at a quarter past Twelve o'clock.



