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OFFICIAL RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
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Wednesday, 14 November 2007
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The Council met at Eleven o'clock
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CLERKS IN ATTENDANCE:

E R EE L - TP
MR RICKY FUNG CHOI-CHEUNG, J.P., SECRETARY GENERAL
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MRS VIVIAN KAM NG LAI-MAN, ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL
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MRS JUSTINA LAM CHENG BO-LING, ASSISTANT SECRETARY
GENERAL
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TABLING OF PAPERS

A ERE CEEMRAD) 2 212 RIHRERER :
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

S
F2TH  — ARBEHREREERE(ASEEGER(EAES )EM)
25 12(b) 1ok 5 fi 19 A 52 555 Bk i A1) 2k s L
FH o8y — HEEERTAGEMEHRRF

2006-2007 4 fF 4 %

(2007 FMIMARL (EARFEBGREEER ) RIIEX )ZEG

s
Papers
No. 27 — Report on the Administration of the Immigration Service
Welfare Fund prepared by the Director of Immigration
Incorporated in accordance with Regulation 12(b) of the
Immigration Service (Welfare Fund) Regulation
No. 28 — Construction Workers Registration Authority

Annual Report 2006-2007

Report of the Bills Committee on Attachment of Income Order
(Application to Government and Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2007
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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Enhancing Business Licensing System
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Promoting Creative Industries and Hong Kong Brands
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Energy Saving Measures

11. DR DAVID LI: President, in his 2007-2008 policy address, the Chief
Executive stated that as a member of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation,
Hong Kong would honour its pledge and seek to achieve a reduction in energy
intensity of at least 25% by 2030, and to this end, the Government would
introduce energy saving measures at different levels, and consult the public on
the proposed mandatory implementation of the Building Energy Codes. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(®)

(c)

whether it knows the percentage of electricity consumption for air
conditioning in the total electricity consumption in Hong Kong in
July and August this year, and the trend of such consumption in the
past five years;

given that in countries affected by excessively cold weather in
winter, the installation of double-glazed or even triple-glazed
windows is mandatory, whether it has assessed if all other factors
being equal, mandatory installation of double-glazed windows in
newly constructed buildings in Hong Kong will result in a
meaningful reduction in the energy required for air conditioning in
such buildings, and the number of years it will take for such
mandatory installation to result in a 1% reduction in the overall
electricity demand compared to a "no-action” scenario; if it has, of
the assessment results; and

of the estimated annual energy savings, in terms of overall
electricity consumption, that can be achieved by replacing
incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent light bulbs, which
will reduce both the heat produced by the light bulbs and the
electricity required to power them?

SECRETARY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT: President,

(a)

Over the past five years, the percentage of electricity consumption
for air conditioning accounted for around 30% of the total electricity
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(b)

©)

consumption in Hong Kong. There were only very slight
year-on-year fluctuations in the percentage during the period. We
do not have month-by-month data on the percentage of electricity
consumption for air conditioning.

Under the Building (Energy Efficiency) Regulation of the Buildings
Ordinance, commercial buildings and hotels are required to be so
designed and constructed to achieve energy efficiency by providing
external walls and roofs with a suitable overall thermal transfer
value. Information such as the number of windows on the external
walls, their thickness and materials are required to be stipulated in
building plan submissions. Therefore, new commercial buildings
and hotels have to achieve energy efficiency in terms of the design
and materials with windows as a contributing component.

Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) consume around 75% less
electricity than incandescent lamps. Yet, some incandescent lamps
cannot be replaced by CFLs owing to, for example, the need for
special lighting effects. According to the data from the Census and
Statistics Department, the net yearly import of incandescent lamps
in 2006 was about 34.5 million units, which was equivalent to
around 16 million installations. Assuming that 50% of them are
replaced by CFLs, there will be an estimated annual saving of about
450 GWh, which is equivalent to about 1% of the total electricity
consumption in Hong Kong.

KEEZEABANEREBEBEPRL
Developing Hong Kong into Key Data Centre in the Region
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Mr Frederick FUNG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 24 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, 12
against it and seven abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections, 26 were present, 11 were in
favour of the amendment, one against it and 13 abstained. Since the question
was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, three were in favour of the amendment, 15
against it and seven abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections, 26 were present, seven
were in favour of the amendment, eight against it and 10 abstained. Since the
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members
present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr CHAN Kam-lam rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment, one
against it and 17 abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 25 were present, 15 were in favour of the
amendment and nine abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, 20 were in favour of the motion as amended and
five abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 26 were present, 18 were in favour of the
motion as amended, one against it and six abstained. Since the question was
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the motion as amended was carried.
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Mr Tommy CHEUNG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 23 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment, 11
against it and five abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 19 were present, seven were in favour of
the amendment, two against it and nine abstained. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Adjourned accordingly at three minutes to Eight o'clock.
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Annex I

ATTACHMENT OF INCOME ORDER (APPLICATION TO GOVERNMENT AND
MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 2007

COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Home Affairs

Clause Amendment Proposed

3(1) By adding before the proposed definition of “income source” —
““ Amendment Ordinance” ( <<["%r‘§f 1) ) means the Attachment
of Income Order (Application to Government and
Miscellaneous Amendments) Ordinance 2007 ( of
2007);”.

3(6) By deleting the proposed section 20(9) and (10) and substituting —
“(9)  Any attachment order —

(@ made by the court before the
commencement date of the Amendment
Ordinance in respect of the wages or salary
payable to a maintenance payer by the
Government; and

(b)  which has not been discharged or declared
invalid by the court as at that
commencement date,

has effect from that commencement date as if it were made
under subsection (1) as read with subsection (3A).
(10) An application -

(@) for an attachment order in respect of the
wages or salary payable to a maintenance
payer by the Government;

(b) that is pending immediately before the
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commencement date of the Amendment
Ordinance; and
(c)  in which an attachment order has not been
made as at that commencement date,
is to be determined in accordance with this section as amended
by the Amendment Ordinance.”.

5(1) By adding before the proposed definition of “income source” —
““*Amendment Ordinance” ( <<|"Li§r5? 5]y ) means the Attachment
of Income Order (Application to Government and
Miscellaneous Amendments) Ordinance 2007 (  of
2007);”.

5(6) By deleting the proposed section 9A(9) and (10) and substituting —
“(9)  Any attachment order —

(@ made Dby the ~court before the
commencement date of the Amendment
Ordinance in respect of the wages or salary
payable to a maintenance payer by the
Government; and

(b)  which has not been discharged or declared
invalid by the court as at that
commencement date,

has effect from that commencement date as if it were made
under subsection (1) as read with subsection (3A).
(10)  An application —

(@) for an attachment order in respect of the
wages or salary payable to a maintenance
payer by the Government;

(b) that is pending immediately before the
commencement date of the Amendment
Ordinance; and

(c) in which an attachment order has not been



LEE — 2007 % 11 B 14 H
202 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 14 November 2007

made as at that commencement date,
is to be determined in accordance with this section as amended
by the Amendment Ordinance.”.

7(1) By adding before the proposed definition of “income source” —
““*Amendment Ordinance” ( <<|";$r5? 7y ) means the Attachment
of Income Order (Application to Government and
Miscellaneous Amendments) Ordinance 2007 (  of
2007);”.

7(6) By deleting the proposed section 28(9) and (10) and substituting —
“(9)  Any attachment order —

(@ made Dby the ~court before the
commencement date of the Amendment
Ordinance in respect of the wages or salary
payable to a maintenance payer by the
Government; and

(b)  which has not been discharged or declared
invalid by the court as at that
commencement date,

has effect from that commencement date as if it were made
under subsection (1) as read with subsection (3A).
(10)  An application —

(@) for an attachment order in respect of the
wages or salary payable to a maintenance
payer by the Government;

(b) that is pending immediately before the
commencement date of the Amendment
Ordinance; and

(c) in which an attachment order has not been
made as at that commencement date,

Is to be determined in accordance with this section as amended
by the Amendment Ordinance.”.
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Appendix I
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury to
Mr James TIEN's supplementary question to Question 1

As regards the differences in the required number of licensing procedures and
time between building a multi-storey warehouse and the business case of building
a two-storey warehouse in the World Bank report (the Report) in Hong Kong, the
licensing procedures and time required for a new building including a warehouse
could vary with different development parameters, such as the size of the
construction site, interference with adjacent public roads or Government land,
provisions for parking, loading and unloading, and so on. Assuming that all
other assumptions except the number of storeys involved remain unchanged, the
Administration will require one additional procedure and one additional day for
inspecting the piled foundation works for a multi-storey building, as compared
with a two-storey building.

As explained at the meeting, the results in the Report are different from the
Administration's own account of the number of procedures and time required,
which in practice are much smaller. In fact, the 23 procedures and 155 days
quoted in the Report have included the additional procedure and time that are
required only for a multi-storey warehouse.

Above all, it is worth noting that the construction sector's direct
contribution to the Gross Domestic Product is only about 4% in Hong Kong.
The use of a business case of building a warehouse, no matter it is a two-storey
or multi-storey warehouse, cannot truly reflect the ease of dealing with licences
in Hong Kong.
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Appendix II
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development
to Mr Jeffrey LAM's supplementary question to Question 2

As regards how the police safeguard freedom of creativity when enforcing the
law, and how we should educate the public for them to avoid breaking the law
while engaging in creative work, the Security Bureau's response is as follows:

As a law-enforcement agency, the police are obliged to take enforcement
actions in a fair and impartial manner in accordance with the laws of Hong Kong.
It is the responsibility of the police to uphold the rule of law, to maintain social
order and to safeguard and protect the life and property of Hong Kong citizens.
If there is evidence suggesting that someone may have breached the law, the
police will make investigation and collect evidence so as to enable the
Department of Justice to consider whether prosecution should be initiated. The
Government respects the freedom of creativity, but this should not be achieved in
contravention of the law. If members of the public have any uncertainty, they
should seek legal advice before carrying out the creative activities concerned in
order to avoid breaking the laws of Hong Kong. As regards public education, it
is a general practice of the police to select representative cases of crimes which
are on a rising trend and to make them known to the community through various
appropriate channels (such as press releases or the "Police Report" programme)
in order to enhance community awareness about such crimes so that the law will
not be infringed, and this would help to achieve the objective of crime
prevention.
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Appendix IIT
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development
to Mr Alan LEONG's supplementary question to Question 2

As regards whether the Government has evaluated the case whereby the police
seized some T-shirts and postcards from a store selling household items, and
whether the police has abused its power in the case, the Security Bureau's
response is as follows:

The police have always enforced the law in a fair and impartial manner in
accordance with the laws of Hong Kong. If there is evidence suggesting that a
person/company may have breached the law, the police will conduct
investigation and collect evidence. Regarding the incident in question, the
police carried out arrest and search operation as they suspected that an
individual/company had contravened section 20(2) of the Societies Ordinance.
In dealing with the case, the police have carried out their duties in accordance
with the law and there is no question of abuse.
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Appendix IV
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Security to Miss CHOY So-yuk's
supplementary question to Question 6

The Correctional Services Department provides medical services to inmates in
accordance with relevant provisions of the Prisons Ordinance (Cap. 234). In
general, basic medical and surgical services are provided to all inmates free of
charge. However, in respect of medical items/drugs which should be
self-financed by patients, the Department would not pay for them on behalf of
inmates (local inmates and illegal entrants inclusive). In cases where the need
to use such medical items/drugs is established by clinical diagnosis, they will be
referred to the medical social workers in hospitals under the Hospital Authority,
who will apply for suitable financial assistance for the needy inmates based on
the individual merits of each case.



