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# Member will ask the question in this language
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The Department of Justice’s handling of a case
of speeding detected by alaser gun

Hon L EE Wing-tat (Oral Reply)

It is learnt that in a court case in which a tycoon was prosecuted
for alleged speeding, the Department of Justice amended the
charge only after the commencement of the trial of the case early
thismonth. The speed of the vehicle concerned as detected with
alaser gun was revised from 114 kilometres per hour ("km/h") to
79 km/h, and thus the charge was significantly lessened from
speeding in excess of the speed limit by 64 km/h to speeding by
29 km/h. The case has aroused wide public concern about the
fairness and justice of the prosecution procedure. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@ of the detailed reasons for significantly lessening the
charge in the case, and whether any mistake made by
legal officers or law enforcement officers is involved;
if so, of the follow-up actions the Government will
take;

(b) whether it has explored how it can address public
concern about the fairness and justice of the
prosecution procedure arising from the case, and if its
way of handling the case has followed the principle
that "justice must not only be done, but must also be
seen to be done"; and

(©) whether it has assessed if the evidence obtained by
using laser guns to detect the speed of vehicles can
still meet the standard of proof required by the law?
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Reduction in emission of air pollutants
in the Pearl River Delta Region

Hon CHOY So-yuk (Oral Reply)

In April 2002, the Governments of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region ("HKSAR") and the Guangdong Province
reached a consensus to reduce, in their best endeavours, the
emissions of four air pollutants by 20% to 55% in the Pearl River
Delta ("PRD") Region by 2010, using 1997 as the base year.
However, according to the report on the mid-term review
published this month, the actual pollutant emissions in the PRD
Economic Zone in 1997 and the economic growth of both sidesin
the period far exceeded the estimationsin 2002. As aresult, the
actual emission levels of three pollutants, namely, sulphur
dioxide, nitrogen oxides and respirable suspended particulates,
will still exceed the original targets by 38%, 40% and 89%
respectively, even with the additional control measures to be
introduced by the Governments of both sides. Public
expectation of the blue sky returning in 2010 may fall through.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@ when the authorities became aware that the actual
pollutant emissions in 1997 had been underestimated,
the relevant details and who should be held
responsible; why the relevant figures were not
published until five years later; and whether any
assessment has been made to see if the HKSAR
Government has misled the public by never
mentioning that the 1997 estimations were inaccurate;

(b) apart from implementing the additional control
measures stated in the aforesaid report to achieve the
relevant pollutant reduction rates, whether the
Governments of both sides will take other measures to
ensure that the actual pollutant emissions in 2010 will
not exceed the origina projections; and

(© of the current number of factories operated by Hong
Kong enterprisesin the PRD Economic Zone, the total
amount of air pollutants emitted from these factories
each year, and the measures the HKSAR Government
has put in place to encourage these Hong Kong
enterprises to meet their obligations to reduce
emissions?
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Separate collection of waste at public housing estates

Hon Emily LAU (Written Reply)

Since 2005, the Housing Department has implemented the
Programme on Source Separation of Domestic Waste by placing
sets of three waste separation bins in all public housing estates
("PHES") to facilitate the separate disposal of waste paper, plastic
bottles and auminium cans by residents. However, some
residents have pointed out that the waste separation bins are not
placed at each floor of the housing blocks in some PHESs, hence
lowering the rate of separate recovery of domestic waste and the
effectiveness of the Programme. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ of the percentage of PHEs in which waste separation
bins are placed at each floor of their housing blocks
among all the PHEs;

(b) of the current rate of separate recovery of domestic
waste in PHES and the effectiveness of the Programme;
and

(© whether it will place waste separation bins at each

floor of the housing blocks in all PHEs; if so, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Eradicate the inflow of substandard and
poisonous mainland products into Hong Kong

Hon Daniel LAM (Written Reply)

With the Chinese New Y ear drawing near, many people of Hong
Kong will go shopping in Shenzhen in preparation for the festival.
Nevertheless, it has been reported that in order to make quick
money, some unscrupulous merchants on the Mainland produced
some substandard and even poisonous products (such as
counterfeit mobile phones, water-injected mutton and poisonous
dried seafood) for sale on the market. Such products will be
detrimental to the health of the people of Hong Kong if they are
brought into Hong Kong. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@ whether it will, during the run-up to the Chinese New
Year, discuss further strengthening the relevant
notification mechanisms between the Mainland and
Hong Kong with the relevant mainland authorities,
and request the relevant authorities in Shenzhen to
take special measures to step up inspection of the
merchandise for sale in the shopping hot spots in
Shenzhen frequented by the people of Hong Kong and,
at the same time, timely reflect to the Shenzhen
authorities complaints from the people of Hong Kong
about the above merchandise; and

(b) as prices of products are now surging, whether the
Government will deploy additional manpower to
patrol the city of Hong Kong, so as to eradicate the
inflow into the local market of the above products,
which lure customers with low prices?



