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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Air quality in Guangdong and Hong Kong

Hon CHOY So-yuk (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that the air quality in Guangdong and Hong
Kong and the roadside air quality in Hong Kong have both shown
signs of deterioration. In the Pearl River Delta Regional Air
Quality Monitoring Network - A Report of Monitoring Results in
2007 published last month, the Government pointed out that the
average number of air pollution exceedance days recorded in
Guangdong and Hong Kong last year was nearly 34% of the tota
number of days in the year, representing an increase of 2.19%
compared with that of the year before. It has also been reported
that although the Hong Kong Government had spent almost $700
million of public money in the past five years to improve
roadside air quality, roadside air pollution in Hong Kong in the
first quarter of this year was the worst among the records since
2000 when they were first kept, with the number of exceedance
hours exceeding 10% of the total number of hours, and the
number of exceedance hours in Central even reached 310, which
was the worst in the past nine years.  In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@ of the number of complaints relating to the air quality
and roadside air quality in Hong Kong received by the
Government in the past three years;

(b) besides meteorological factors, whether the
Government will assess what other factors attribute to
the deterioration of the air quality in Guangdong and
Hong Kong and the roadside air quality in Hong Kong;
if it will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; and

(© apart from the measures mentioned in the paper
provided for the meeting of this Council's Panel on
Environmental Affairs on 28 January this year, what
other countermeasures focusing on the above state of
deterioration of the two kinds of air quality the
authorities have put in place?
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Protection of personal data

Hon Audrey EU (Ora Reply)

Recently, a number of government departments, statutory bodies
and business corporations have lost equipment and devices
containing personal data. These incidents have been described
by some media as a "privacy disaster”. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council:

@

(b)

(©

of its remedial measures, apart from issuing circulars
or guidelines relating to the interna procedure on
information security; whether it knows the remedial
actions taken by the statutory bodies and business
corporations concerned, including whether they have
notified the affected members of the public; if they
have, of the details; if not, the reasons for that;

of the channels through which members of the public
may lodge complaints and claims when their personal

data have been negligently handled by government
departments, statutory bodies or business corporations;
and

in view of this "privacy disaster", whether it will
consider amending the law to expand the power of the
Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data, as well as
enacting laws on the management of government
records to specify clearly the authority of and
restrictions on government departments in handling
personal data, so as to strengthen the protection of the
privacy of the public; if it will amend the law, of the
timetable; if not, the reasons for that?



