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Installation of automatic platform gates at MTR stations
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Management of wholesale food markets
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Selection of the Chief Executive by universal suffrage
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Emergency situation caused by arainstorm
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New Heung Y uen Wai-Liantang boundary control point
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Public housing blocks without lifts
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Employment statistics of selected trades and occupations
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Contract staff of institutions
funded by the University Grants Committee
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Provision of escalators and elevators
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Recycling of used computer equipment
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Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)

At the Council meeting of 11 June, 2008, severa questions
concerned the status of Ma Wan Park. These highlighted the
potential for extended follow-up negotiations subsequent to
the grant of concessions to a developer in exchange for
creation of community, institutional or recreational facilities.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council
whether it is aware of any other agreement for change of
land use between the Government and a private developer
that has been concluded since 1997 that required the
developer to provide facilities for public use or enjoyment,
completion of which has been delayed beyond the origina
compl etion date stipul ated in the agreement, and if so:

@ of the nature and location of the facility
concerned, the length of the delay, the reason for
the delay and the current status,

(b) whether it has assessed the overall contribution to
the public good of such agreements, including in
the assessment the diverson of Government
resources to monitor the agreements and conduct
the necessary follow-up work as well as the
capacity of Government departments to monitor
compliance, and if so of the results of that
assessment;

(©) whether it has modified its guidelines concerning
the grant of concessions in return for creation of
community, institutional or recreationa facilities
in the light of experience and if so, of the nature
of the changes made to the guidelines; and



(d)
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whether it intends to continue the practice of
granting concessions in return for creation of
community, institutional or recreationa facilities
and if so how it will ensure that delays in
completion of such facilities or modifications to
the original plan will be minimised in future?
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Hon SIN Chung-kai  (Written reply)

On 17 April 2008, PCCW-HKY Telephone Limited
(PCCW) submitted its application increasing its
“Fixed-Mobile Interconnection Charge (FMIC) Tariff” of
25%, from 4.36 cents per minute to 5.45 cents per minute.
The FMIC Tariff was published in the government gazette
on 23" May 2008 and so the application has been approved
by the Office of Telecommunication Authority (OFTA). The
new FMIC Tariff is effective from 1 June 2008. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council
whether:

@ it is aware of the justifications for PCCW'’s
confidential application to OFTA to increase its
FMIC tariff, and the reasons why OFTA did not,
consistently with past practice, conduct a
consultation with affected parties before the new
tariff was adopted,;

(b) it believes that the approval of the FMIC Tariff
increase by PCCW isin contravention of the spirit
of Section 7(L) of Telecommunication Ordinance
regarding Predatory Pricing, particularly given
that its fixed-network market share in is
reportedly 70% ; if so, is it contemplating any
measures to reject the decision by OFTA; if not,
the reasons for that;

(©) given the views expressed by OFTA in its FMIC
report about the increasing level of Fixed-Mobile
convergence in the Hong Kong market, the
impact which the higher FMIC charges will have
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on the competitive position of mobile operators
compared to fixed operators under a different
charging arrangement and at lower charges,

it is aware whether OFTA considered and reached
a view on the potential impact of the increased
FMIC charges on the charges paid by Hong Kong
mobile consumers; and

it is aware whether OFTA considered and reached
aview on whether the other fixed operators would
follow PCCW'’s lead and increase their FMIC
charges?
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Computer recycling programme
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Traffic black spots
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Provision of Chinese medical treatments for prisoners
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Hon SIN Chung-kai  (Written reply)

On 27 April 2007, the Office of Telecommunication
Authority (OFTA) announced the “Fixed-Mobile
Interconnection Charge (FMIC)” arrangement in favour of
“Mobile Party’ s Network Pays (MPNP)” will be deregulated
with effect from 27 April 2009. OFTA has stated that in the
future primary reliance will be placed on negotiated
outcomes between the fixed and mobile operators, with
OFTA only intervening if agreement cannot be reached. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ whether at the end of the 2 year transition period,
OFTA will withdraw Statement No. 7 as of 28
April 2008;

(b) why allowing PCCW to increase its FMIC tariff is
consistent with phasing out the current FMIC
arrangements;

(c) how PCCW'’s decision to increase its FMIC
charges without prior notice or consultation with
other operators is consistent with OFTA’s
preference for negotiated outcomes; and

(d) whether OFTA will provide assurances that the
deadline of 27 April 2009 for the withdrawal of
Statement No. 7 will not be pushed back to a
further date?
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Police's conduct of searches of persons
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Solid waste management
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Handling of vacated public housing units
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Inclusion of cash value of insurance policy
in the calculation of capital assetsin assets tests
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