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Impact of new Labour Contract Law

on enterprises on the Mainland owned by Hong Kong people
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Primary health care services
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and Political Assistantsto Directors of Bureaux

Conflict of interests in the appointment of Under Secretaries
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Voluntary surrender of licences by live poultry retailers
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Appointment of Under

Secretaries and Political Assistants to Directors of Bureaux
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Recognition of sick leave certificates issued by chiropractors
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Overnight bus routes serving the New Territories
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Services of the Company Registry
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Statistics on revenue from salaries tax
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Handling of complaints by the Medical Council of Hong Kong
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Consultancy study on constructing
aliquefied natural gas receiving termina
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Cross-boundary marriages
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Duty on and prices of tobacco products
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Human rights education
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Places of schoolsfor socia development
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Reporting of medical incidents
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Hon CHOY So-yuk (Written Reply)

It is of prime concern that the natural environment in the
New Territories, comprising important and sensitive natural
habitats, has fallen as a constant target of unauthorized and
illegal activities.  They include, but not limited to,
unauthorised land filling, unauthorised land excavation, and
illegal tree-felling. Previous cases uncovered reveal alarge
loophole in the existing planning control mechanism as the
Planning Department does not have enforcement power on
statutory zoning plans which are not covered by a
Development Permission Area (DPA) Plan.

In this case, and probably many others, athough the filling
activity is not in line with the planning intention of the
subject zoning, the Planning Department is not empowered
to take action against such an activity under this existing
loophole in the Town Planning Ordinance. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ whether this loophole as identified is known to
the Planning Department; and if yes, the districts
and the amount of land areas affected where
existing regulations are not enforceable against
illegal and unauthorised activities which violate
the planning intentions (i.e. districts which are
currently not covered by a DPA plan) in Hong
Kong Island, Kowloon and the New Territories,
respectively;

(b) the number of cases recorded so far as a result of
lack of such enforcement actions; and

(c) what actions the Government will take to fill this
loophole and address the growing number of
environment damaging activities committed to
pave way for future development purposes in
exploiting this loophole in the Town Planning
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Digital broadcasting
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HEVEER T SHEHMZWELE

Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)

According to the Monthly Report on the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) by the Census and Statistics Department, “the
expenditure weights for compiling the 2004/05-based CPI
series are based on the household expenditure patterns
obtained from the Household Expenditure Survey (HES)
conducted during October 2004 to September 2005”.
Current weight for food items (excluding meals away from
home) is 10.08%.

Between May 2004, when the 2004/05 weights had been
adopted, and May 2008 the price of food items has increased
by 30.5%, while the overall CPI has increased by only
10.0% during the same period. As such, thereis a potential
underestimation of the current overall CPI using the 2004/05
weights.

Will the Government inform this Council:

@ if the Government has taken into account this
potential underestimation in its current calculation
of the CPI; if it has, of the detalls of the
methodology; and

(b) if no adjustment has been made, whether the
Government has conducted any study to estimate
the degree of underestimation; if it has, of the
results?



