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Hon Albert HO (Ora Reply)

The election for the new term of District Councils ("DC") and the
Legidative Council ("LC") by-€election for the Hong Kong Island
geographica constituency will be held on 18 November and 2
December this year respectively, with an interval of only two
weeks between them. The Government has said that not
scheduling the above two elections on the same day is to avoid
confusion among voters. However, the LC geographical
constituency elections and functional constituency elections have
al aong been held on the same day. On the other hand, the
Secretary for Congtitutional and Mainland Affairs said on 8
August this year that "the Registration and Electoral Office will
need about four months to arrange for the by-election.” In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ given that on 5 March 1995, the elections of the two
former Municipal Councils and by-elections for two
DC constituencies were held on the same day,
whether the Electoral Affairs Commission pointed out
in the reports on the relevant elections that such
arrangements had caused confusion among voters; if
so, of the details; if not, why the Government is now
of the view that holding the above two elections on
the same day will cause confusion;

(b) of the respective estimated expenditures and
manpower for the above two elections, and whether it
has assessed the savings in expenditures and
manpower to be achieved by holding the two elections
on the same day; if so, of the respective savings in
expenditures and manpower to be achieved; and

(© given that in 2000, the Government took only two
months to complete the work for the LC by-election
for the Hong Kong Island geographica constituency,
why it needs ailmost four months to arrange the LC
by-election this time?



