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Member will ask the question in this language
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Investigations on media organizations conducted by the Police

Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that the Police conducted an investigation
on the Oriental Press Group on the first of this month, and
pointed out that as a member of the public had sent an email to a
police station complaining about an article entitled "Don't
reason with the treacherous gang, just bash them up™ published
by the Sun of the Group last year, the Police had therefore asked
the Group to provide information about the writer concerned
and the mechanism for scrutinizing such kind of articles. In
1999, the Police also conducted an investigation into a similar
case involving the Group. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) in the past three years, of the number of cases in
which the Police took follow-up actions in response to
the complaints they received through e-mail, and the
number of complaints the Government had received
which concerned contents of newspaper articles or
reports involving criminal violence;

(b) whether the Police were concerned about the above
complaint and took follow-up actions because the
complainant is a public figure; if not, how the Police
verified the identity of the complainant to ascertain
that such a person had lodged the complaint and
conducted the investigation accordingly; and whether
the Police, in conducting their investigation, had at the
same time considered the above complainant’s act of
lodging the complaint more than a year after the
article had been published; and

(©) whether it has assessed if the Police had infringed
freedom of the press in exercising their power to
investigate the media organization in the above case
and the impact of such action on freedom of the press
and the international image of Hong Kong?
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Chief Executive and principal officials' involvement in election activities

(5) Hon Martin LEE (Oral Reply)

Regarding the District Council ("DC") election on 18 November
and the ongoing Legislative Council ("LegCo") Hong Kong
Island geographical constituency by-election, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) given that some DC election candidates have printed
on their promotion banners and leaflets their photos
taken with principal officials, whether the Chief
Executive and principal officials have authorized any
candidates to do so; if they have, of the list of
candidates who have been authorized; if not, whether
it will draw up measures to prevent candidates from
misleading, by so doing, members of the public into
thinking that they have the backing of principal
officials to stand for the election;

(b) whether the Chief Executive and the principal
officials have participated in any candidate's
electioneering activities during the DC election and
since the beginning of the LegCo by-election
nomination period; if they have, of the details; and

(c) of the number of LegCo by-election candidates who
have requested to meet with principal officials so far
and whether they have all been received by the
officials concerned,; if not, of the reasons for that?



