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Surveillance of Communicable Diseases
in Hong Kong-
Key trends and follow up
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+ Update on the surveillance of communicable
diseases in Hong Kong
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<+ Some key trends observed in recent years
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« Future plans to strengthen communicable disease
surveillance
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(i) Statutory notification =~ @Brznere
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< 32 statutory notifiable diseases
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< Additions in recent years include
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& Japanese Encephalitisp # &% £ (7/2004)
 Influenza H5, H7 and H9 7t 7 #£& | H5 ~ H7% H9 (1/2005)
ar Streptococcus suis infection ¥ 4&3% gF & % (8/2005)

& community-associated methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus
(CA-MRSA) infection &% 477 § & th &% § § 3} AR % (1/2007)
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Statutory Notifiable Infectious Disease@,fmm
of Hong Kong
4B AR RN R
Acute poliomyelitis & &% &% ¥ £ (- ) ) _ !
52 ) 16. Meningococcal infections i S
Amoebic dysentery 7 = #j# R FE #
7 I k

i e 17. Mumps it 7 I8 %
Bacillary dysentery {% Fj# 4 r <
Chickenpox -k & 18. Paratyphoid fever & # %

19. Plague f#
Cholera £ ) - 20. Rabies JL+ 5
Community-associated methicillin 21. Relapsing fever w 4
resistant Staphylococcus aureus 22' Rub:IIa S%(,; A &;)
infection A% 2| #t® § & &% § ¥ ' ki &
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B 23. Scarlet fever &= #:
i ™ 24. Severe Acute Respiratory
7. Dgngue f_ever ZEH Syndrome & & w Y RFL g
8. Diphtheria ¥ & 25. Streptococcus suis infection 4
9. Food poisoning 4 ¢ # AR %
10. Influenza A (H5), Influenza A (H7) or 26. Tetanus & #§ k

Influenza A (H9) ¥ A5k T Hg § HS ~ 27. Tuberculosis %5

H7 2 H9 28. Typhoid fever #§ %
11.Japanese encephalitis p 2*& % (2 3%  20. Typhus 3% § &

%) 30. Viral hepatitis 3 & #£3%%
12.Legionnaires’ disease {3 L & 4 i 31. Whooping cough § P %
13.Leprosy F+h 32. Yellow fever #op xR
14.Malaria £ & Degartment of Health

15.Measles ##




(i) Outbreak reporting &=
FHFRFER

+ Receives reports of outbreaks
occurring in institutional settings

Rl B4 opRE LI

o Hospitals ?r;-‘u
= Schools, kindergartens 5 & ~ % f2 B
& Childcare centres # s2v¢

= Residential care homes for the elderly
and the disabled % ¥ 2 A L L é
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(i) Sentinel surveillance
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< Monitors trends of influenza-like illness,
acute gastroenteritis, hand-foot-mouth
disease and acute conjunctivitis in the
community
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General
outpl)_at_lents Private doctors
clinics FRFL @)
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Sentinel
surveillance
system
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Residential care Child care
homes for centres
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Medicine
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(iv) Laboratory surveillance @
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< Reference laboratory for
confirmation, typing and
characterizations of many
infectious disease agents
and uncommon or
emerging pathogens
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(v) Hospital admissions and mortality statistics
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From Hospital Authority and private hospitals
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Monitoring hospital admissions for certain infectious diseases
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& Influenza, pneumonia it fFiLg | ~ X,

&R Hand-foot-mouth disease.+ &_r i

Monitor death statistics for infectious diseases that present
with an unusual pattern
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(vi) Monitoring of Mainland, overseas
or unofficial disease reports
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<« Agreement in the Tripartite Meeting of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Expert Group on
Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases in
May 2003
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& Regular exchange of information on statutory notifiable
diseases among the three places
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= Point-to-point communication so that the three places
can promptly report to one another sudden upsurge of
infectious diseases of unknown nature or of public
health significance
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& Visits and short-term exchange programmes to
deepen mutual understanding of public health work on
infectious diseases
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< “Cooperation Agreement on Response
Mechanisms for Public Health Emergencies” in
October 2005
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Mutual co-ordination and support mechanism
in terms of manpower, technologies and
resources
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< Surveys daily reports in the print, agency news, electronic
media, websites of the WHO and other national health
authorities, and information from various unofficial sources
to monitor regional and overseas outbreak news.
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< Verification of the information and follow-up investigation
as appropriate
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Key Trends and Follow Up@sse
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« Avian influenza 4 =g
+ Seasonal influenza ¥ & 5 g

<« Community-associated Methicillin Resistant
Staphylococcus aureus Infection A+ % 3| #f @

FOMERTSHRAR R
« Dengue fever % & #
< Norovirus infection g%ar:;};«,i B %
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Areas with confirmed human cases of HSN1 avian influenza since 2003 *
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WER
Department of Heatth

P[li’i LR

< Avian influenza (H5) was included in the statutg;;mu
list of notifiable disease (January 2004)

4 iR (BB 4 B b © 70> i R 247 s (20045
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+ Government’s Pandemic Preparedness
Framework — Alert Response Level
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+Weekly Avian Influenza Report to inform public the
latest situation
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Seasonal influenza (pasnese
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< Two seasonal peaks
B RFEERED
«=Winter peak (Feb—Mar)* £ 5% 8 (= ~= %)
Summer peak (Jul —Aug) g X34 (- ~ 1)

< Jan 2006 - Dec 2007
2006 1% 2200712 » #HF
=234 influenza outbreaks
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Influenza virus detections (Laboratory surveillance), 2006-08
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Preventive measures &=
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Letters had been sent to schools, elderly homes and other institutions
to inform them of the prevention of influenza
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Health talks have been organized to schools, kindergartens and child
care centres to strengthen the preventive measures in schools
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Enhance publicity and radio Announcements of Public Interest

4
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Daily updates on the number of influenza outbreaks in the community
in the website
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Letter to schools and institutio
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Issue alert before the influenza season arrives
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< Flu Express, a
weekly surveillance
report, is issued
during the flu season
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Community-associated Methicillin Resistant
Staphylococcus aureus Infection
AR FEHETT AL
<+ CA-MRSA infection was made notifiable (5 January 2007)

AR § THEF T FRAR % 2200717 5p #5]
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< In 2007, CHP recorded a total of 172 CA-MRSA infections

2007 » 2 oY wHEFIT2RAARLMY § 7 &R
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< Majority (99%) skin or soft tissue infections, four severe invasive
infections

4 % #(99%) NIA K EHFEROR L o w A NREE » BEL S
» All cases recovered 2 2% ,&—ﬁ E=L: X7

< Ethnicity - Chinese (59%), Filipino (22%), Caucasians (10%), and
others (6%0)
% -7 RA(B9%)  EBRER A (229%0) ~ ¢ 54 (10%0) 2 H @ fi% 4
4 (6%90)

< Five household clusters (affected 10 persons)
I BREEFEEHZI0X IR %

» No outbreaks in institutional settings
i AR EERREF R A
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< January 2008, enhanced surveillance programme
for CA-MRSA, taking swabs from all purulent
lesions from patients of public hospitals and
outpatient clinics

A 2008 £1 7 4= » iﬁﬁ}_%@lmf“ic’fﬁﬁ% 5
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<+ Enhanced health education to ethnic Filipinos
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Dengue fever (B
G

» Primarily an imported disease
A&d hE @A
» Local cases occurred in 2002 (20 cases) and 2003 (1 case)
*PRLBER-F ¥ £2002# (207 )% 2003 & (17 )3 R
2 grlom §g04 to 2007, the annual number of cases reported ranged from
to 58.
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pRises
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Norovirus infection @parnsec
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<+ More active during winter seasons
BER#FAopd h3 - £t %

+ Pre-season alerts are issued to operators of
various institutions
WAZRfpaw s g L EL

+ In 2007, the CHP recorded 127 norovirus
outbreaks affecting 1 357 persons
20077 &1 127% 3%%:},%% REBRE 21 3B7E
:)}33 A
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< Unusual summer epidemic from May to
August 2006
3%-!1\?:}?‘3-‘3-},’& % B % %2006#5% 187 * tgi
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< Mainly affects elderly homes and hospitals
REBRLENZ X LREZ Flr
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Further enhancements to the
communicable disease surveillance
system under planning
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(1) Expanded list of statutory notifiable diseases
H4vi2 TR & AR B g 0B P

<+ Propose to expand the list of statutory notifiable diseases from 32 to

45 In the new Prevention and Control of Disease Bill that is being
examined by the Legislative Council

22 EFRAOFT (P2 EHAREGTR) R 2R LA HOKP d 32
B3 4 2 457

<+ Main considerations taken ¥ g 1% :

« The public health importance of the disease
ARLIHILHFLF EABE

& Outbreak potential in Hong Kong
BRABREFHT R

« Availability of reliable diagnostic tests, prevention and control measures
and alternative surveillance mechanisms
£33 7 RPDERIE  pipae ol # RIS

& International requirements, as well as comparisons with the Mainland
and other countries, to comply with the updated International Health
Regulations (2005) of the WHO
?]'##-ff PN TN S ¥ I SR L e (ﬁl";’éﬁfﬁ‘—‘ %]
2005
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(i) Enhancement of sentinel surveillance
community networks
Suvp Ad T e BT BRE P

Extend electronic platform from childcare
centres to other sentinel surveillance sites
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(iii) Extended application of ~ @Bsmare
information technology in surveillance
EERLEY LRILEY TAPH

<« To incorporate more information and communication
technologies

e | S FNMEENBGT

<+ To enhance the use of Geographical Information System
feRRFTHRPBTR AR

+ Develop and refine computerized algorithms to generate
early and reliable signals of outbreaks
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(iv) Better risk communication to the publiC
v AT ek il 3R

« Variety of channels
1% & faigis
& A bi-weekly bulletin (Communicable Disease
Watch) to provide information on recent
updates and trends for medical professionals
ARRHE Y (DABLE) > FESF
CRAET M BRRE H BT RN
o= Weekly reports of sentinel surveillance
FEYE PP DG EBEREE
« Letters to medical professionals and
operators of community institutions

PRELEC R ANBHEENFEASE .
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(iv) Better risk communication to the public
v AT D {3 pnenh 'Rl 3R

«= Media briefings, press releases and
Announcement of Public Interests (API)
R g~ FRRTH fpfoil ke
LBy

o Revamp CHP’s website
SR N R L

o New API on important themes in
communicable disease control, e.g.
proper use of antibiotics, will be
publicized
WiE2ATehicfre ey - 2B LR
LERER b R Y

12 Bl frdin s 2

l’l’% LR

(v) Continued close liaison with the Mainl g
in communicable disease surveillance and response
BB L E @a@%ﬁwymg?%%%

< Tripartite meeting (The Q-
Eighth Tripartite meeting of
Guangdong, Macao and Hong
Kong on the Prevention and
Control of Infectious Diseases)
will be held in Macao later
this year
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+ Organize drills and exercises jointly with the
Mainland this year
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Conclusion
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< A robust communicable disease surveillance
system is cardinal to defending Hong Kong
against the threats posed by communicable
diseases
AEAB LY RS T  ABL A
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