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Mrs Constance LI Principal Council Secretary (Complaints)
Mr Simon WONG Chief Public Information Officer
MsAnitaSIT Chief Council Secretary (1)4

Ms Connie SZETO Chief Council Secretary (1)6

Miss Odelia LEUNG Chief Council Secretary (2)6

Ms Connie FUNG Assistant Legal Adviser 3
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Confirmation of the minutes of the 5th meeting held on 23 November 2007
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 445/07-08)

The minutes were confirmed.

Mattersarising

Report by the Chairman on her meeting with the Chief Secretary for
Administration

2. The Chairman said that there was nothing special to report.

Business arising from previous Council meetings

Legal Service Divison report on subsidiary legislation gazetted on
23 November 2007 and tabled in Council on 28 November 2007
(LC Paper No. LS 19/07-08)

3. The Chairman said that a total of two items of subsidiary legidation
were gazetted on 23 November 2007 and tabled in Council on 28 November
2007.

4, Regarding the Tsing Sha Control Area (General) Regulation, the
Chairman said that the Regulation provided for matters relating to the
management, operation and maintenance of the Tsing Sha Control Area and the
regulation of traffic therein. The Chairman further said that the Legal Service
Division had written to seek clarification from the Administration on a few
drafting points and had received its reply. The Divison was studying the
Administration's reply and would submit a further report, if necessary.
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5. Members did not raise any queries on these two items of subsidiary
legidation.

6. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending these
items of subsidiary legislation was 19 December 2007.

Further businessfor the Council meeting on 5 December 2007

Questions
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 180/07-08)

7. The Chairman said that Dr David L1 had replaced his oral question.

Businessfor the Council meeting on 12 December 2007

(a) Questions
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 181/07-08)

8. The Chairman said that 20 questions (six oral and 14 written) had been
scheduled for the meeting.

(b) Bills- First Reading and moving of Second Reading

9. The Chairman said that no notice had been received yet.

(c) Government motion

Proposed resolution to be moved by the Secretary for Home Affairs
under the Legal Aid Ordinance

(Wording of the proposed resolution issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
163/07-08 dated 26 November 2007.)

(LC Paper No. LS 18/07-08)

10. The Chairman said that the proposed resolution was for seeking the
Legisative Council's approval of the upward adjustment of the financia
eligibility limits of legal aid applicants. The Administration proposed to
adjust upwards the limit for the Ordinary Legal Aid Scheme from $162,300 to
$165,700 and that for the Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme from $450,800 to
$460,300 in accordance with the cumulative increase in Consumer Price Index
(C) (CRI(Q)).
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11. The Charman further said that the Administration's letter on the
outcome of the regular annual review of the financial eligibility limits of legal
aid applicants was issued to the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal
Services (AJLS Panel) on 15 November 2007, and members agreed that it was
not necessary for the Panel to discuss the Administration's proposal to increase
the limits as it was a regular routine exercise to take account of CPI(C)
changes.

12.  Mr Martin LEE said that the Administration had only given short notice
to the AJLS Panel of its intention to move the proposed resolution. As Hong
Kong had become much more affluent since the introduction of legal aid many
years ago, a comprehensive review of the financial eligibility limits of legal aid
applicants was called for instead of mere adjustments to the limits on an annual
basis in accordance with CPI(C).

13. The Chairman said that even if a Subcommittee was formed to study the
proposed resolution, it could not deal with the issue raised by Mr Martin LEE
as this fell outside its purview. The AJLS Panel should be the appropriate
forum for discussing the issue.

14. Mr Martin LEE concurred with the Chairman's view.

15. Members did not raise objection to the Secretary for Home Affairs
moving the proposed resolution at the Council meeting.

(d) Members motions

(1) Motion on "Legidating for the provision of baby-sitting
rooms’
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
189/07-08 dated 29 November 2007.)

(i)  Motion on " Gender equality”
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
188/07-08 dated 29 November 2007.)

16. The Chairman said that the above motions would be moved by Mr LEE
Wing-tat and Ms Audrey EU respectively, and the wording of the motions had
been issued to Members.

17.  The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of
amendments, if any, to the motions was Wednesday, 5 December 2007.
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VI.

Report of Bills Committees and subcommittees

(a) Report of the Subcommittee to Sudy the Subject of Combating
Poverty on its duty visit to study the experience of the development
of social enterprisein Spain and the United Kingdom

(LC Paper No. CB(2) 393/07-08)

18. Mr Frederick FUNG, Chairman of the Subcommittee and leader of the
delegation, said that the delegation of the Subcommittee visited Spain and the
United Kingdom (UK) from 16 to 22 September 2007 to study the experience
of the development of social enterprise in these two countries.

19. Mr FUNG further said that the delegation had met with government
officials, parliamentarians and representatives of business confederation of
social enterprises, and had aso visited some social enterprisesin Spain and UK.
The delegation considered the visit very useful in its study about the
development and operation of socia enterprise. He referred Members to the
Subcommittee's report for details of the findings and observations of the
delegation, and drew Members' attention to the experience in Spain where the
development of social enterprise had been very successful.

(b) Report of the Subcommittee on Unsolicited Electronic M essages
Regulation (Commencement) Notice

(LC Paper No. CB(1) 345/07-08)

20. Mr SIN Chung-kai, Chairman of the Subcommittee, said that the
Unsolicited Electronic Messages Regulation (Commencement) Notice and the
Unsolicited Electronic Messages Ordinance (Commencement) Notice, which
were tabled in the Council on 31 October 2007, formed a single package of
subsidiary legidation to implement the opt-out regime for regulating the
sending of unsolicited commercial electronic messages.

21. Mr SIN reported that the Subcommittee had held one meeting. The
Subcommittee noted the concern of the electronic marketing industry about the
requirement for sender information and an unsubscribe facility to be included
in commercia electronic messages to be given in both Chinese and English.
The industry had pointed out that the bilingual language requirement was
unnecessary for messages to be sent overseas targeting non-Hong Kong people
or organizations, and might raise unnecessary questions from the recipients,
hence affecting normal business operation.

22.  Mr SIN further reported that the Administration proposed to address the
concern of the industry by amending the Unsolicited Electronic Messages
Regulation (the Regulation) and had presented to the Subcommittee an initial
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VII.

VIII.

draft of the Unsolicited Electronic Messages (Amendment) Regulation 2007
(the Amendment Regulation). Taking into account the views of the
Subcommittee, the Administration had subsequently provided a revised draft,
which was in Appendix Il to the report. The Subcommittee considered that
the revised draft could address the concern of the industry and strike a right
balance between respecting the rights of recipients of unsolicited electronic
messages and allowing the development of legitimate electronic marketing in
Hong Kong.

23. Mr_SIN added that the Subcommittee supported the two

Commencement Notices, and the Administration's proposal to amend the
Regulation.

24. Thel ega Adviser said that the Amendment Regulation was gazetted on
the day of the House Committee meeting.

25.  The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of
amendments, if any, was Wednesday, 12 December 2007.

Position on Bills Committees and subcommittees
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 446/07-08)

26. The Charman said that there were 11 Bills Committees and six
subcommittees under the House Committee in action.

Report of the Panel on Economic Development on the Sudy of the
Development of Cruise Terminal Facilitiesin Hong Kong
(LC Paper No. CB(1) 333/07-08)

27. Mr_ Jeffrey LAM, Chairman of the Panel, said that following the
Administration's announcement in October 2006 of its plan to develop cruise
terminal facilities at Kai Tak through an open land tender exercise, the Panel on
Economic Development had undertaken a study on the development of cruise
terminal facilities in Hong Kong. To acquire a better understanding of the
subject, a delegation of the Panel had conducted an overseas duty visit to Dubai
of United Arab Emirates, Barcelona of Spain, Long Beach and Los Angeles of
the United States of Americafrom late August to early September 2007.  The
delegation had visited the cruise facilities, and met with representatives of
relevant organizations in these places.

28. Mr LAM further said that after the visit, the Panel had held internal
discussions with the Administration in October 2007 to exchange views on the
observations of the delegation and the conclusions of the Panel's study, so that
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the Administration could take these views into account in the tender exercise
for the new cruise terminal facilities.

29. Mr LAM referred Members to the Panel's report, and added that the
Panel would continue to monitor the development of the new cruise terminal at
Kal Tak aswell as the future development of the cruise industry in Hong Kong.
On behalf of the Panel and the delegation, Mr LAM thanked the staff of the
Secretariat for providing assistance in the visit and the study.

Any other business

30.  Therebeing no other business, the meeting ended at 2:43 pm.
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