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Action  
 

I. Confirmation of the minutes of the 15th meeting held on 29 February 2008 
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1262/07-08) 
 
1. The minutes were confirmed. 
 
 

II. Matters arising 
 
Report by the Chairman on her meeting with the Chief Secretary for 
Administration  
 
2. The Chairman said that there was nothing special to report. 
 
 

III. Business arising from previous Council meetings 
 
(a) Legal Service Division report on subsidiary legislation gazetted on 

27 February 2008 and tabled in Council on 5 March 2008  
 (LC Paper No. LS 57/07-08) 
 
3. The Chairman said that a total of three items of subsidiary legislation 
were gazetted on 27 February 2008 and tabled in Council on 5 March 2008. 
 
4. Regarding the Rating (Exemption) Order 2008, the Chairman said that 
its object was to give effect to the proposal in the 2008-2009 Budget to exempt 
all tenements from the payment of rates from 1 April 2008 to 31 March 2009, 
subject to a ceiling of $5,000 for each quarter. 
 
5. Mr Albert HO said that he supported the proposal which was intended to 
benefit rate payers.  He noted that in many tenancy agreements, the rents 
payable included the rates for the tenements.  He was concerned with whether 
the rates exempted would be refunded to the tenants and how the 
Administration could assist in this regard.  He considered it necessary to seek 
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clarification from the Administration, and suggested that a subcommittee be 
formed to study the Order.   
 
6. The Chairman said that the Order would come into operation on 1 April 
2008.  As the deadline for amending the Order was 12 March 2008, should a 
subcommittee be formed to study it, it would be necessary to move a motion at 
the Council meeting on 12 March 2008 to extend its scrutiny period to 23 April 
2008.  In response to the Chairman, the Legal Adviser confirmed that such an 
arrangement was procedurally in order. 
 
7. Mr Albert HO said that it might not be necessary to extend the scrutiny 
period even if a subcommittee was formed to study the Order. 
 
8. The Chairman said that extending the scrutiny period would ensure that 
amendments to the Order could be made should Members consider it necessary. 
 
9. The Chairman proposed that a subcommittee be formed to study the 
Order in detail.  Members agreed.  The following Members agreed to join: 
Mr Albert HO, Mr LEE Wing-tat and Mrs Anson CHAN. 
 
10. Members also agreed that the Chairman would move a motion to extend 
the scrutiny period of the Order at the Council meeting on 12 March 2008. 
 
11. Members did not raise any queries on the other two items of subsidiary 
legislation. 
 
12. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending these 
items of subsidiary legislation was 12 March 2008. 
 
(b) Legal Service Division report on subsidiary legislation gazetted on 

29 February 2008 and tabled in Council on 5 March 2008  
 (LC Paper No. LS 58/07-08) 
 
13. The Chairman said that a total of 13 items of subsidiary legislation, 
including two Commencement Notices, were gazetted on 29 February 2008 
and tabled in Council on 5 March 2008. 
 
14. Regarding the Trade Descriptions (Definition of Diamond) Regulation, 
the Chairman said that the Legal Service Division had written to the 
Administration to seek clarification on a drafting point.  The Administration 
had provided its reply and proposed to amend the Regulation.  To allow more 
time for preparatory work, the Administration had requested an extension of the 
scrutiny period of the Regulation to 23 April 2008.  Subject to Members' view, 
she would move a motion to extend the scrutiny period of the Regulation at the 
Council meeting on 12 March 2008.  Members agreed. 
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 15. In response to Mr Ronny TONG's enquiry about the Copyright 

(Amendment) Ordinance 2007 (Commencement) Notice 2008 and Copyright 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2007 (Commencement) (No. 2) Notice 2008, the 
Chairman confirmed that the two Commencement Notices only provided for 
the commencement of certain provisions of the Amendment Ordinance, and 
would not deal with policy issues. 
 
16. Members did not raise any queries on these 13 items of subsidiary 
legislation. 
 
17. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending these 
items of subsidiary legislation was 12 March 2008. 
 
 

IV. Further business for the Council meeting on 12 March 2008 
 
(a) Questions 
 (LC Paper No. CB(3) 441/07-08) 
 
18. The Chairman said that Dr YEUNG Sum, Mr Albert HO and Mr James 
TO had replaced their questions. 
 
(b) Government motion 

 
Proposed resolution to be moved by the Secretary for Education 
under section 34(2) of the Interpretation and General Clauses 
Ordinance relating to the Accreditation of Academic and Vocational 
Qualifications (Appeal) Rules 
(Wording of the proposed resolution issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 
444/07-08 dated 6 March 2008.) 

 
19. The Chairman said that at the last House Committee meeting, Members 
did not raise objection to the Administration moving a motion to amend the 
Rules at the Council meeting. 
 
(c) Members' motions 

 
Proposed resolution to be moved by Hon Audrey EU Yuet-mee 
under section 34(4) of the Interpretation and General Clauses 
Ordinance relating to the Antiquities and Monuments (Withdrawal 
of Declaration of Proposed Monument) (No. 128 Pok Fu Lam Road) 
Notice 
(Wording of the proposed resolution issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 
445/07-08 dated 6 March 2008.) 
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20. The Chairman said that Ms Audrey EU, Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Antiquities and Monuments (Withdrawal of Declaration of Proposed 
Monument) (No. 128 Pok Fu Lam Road) Notice, would move a motion at the 
Council meeting to extend the scrutiny period of the Notice to 9 April 2008. 
 
 

V. Advance information on business for the Council meeting on 9 April 2008 
 
Members' Bills - First Reading and moving of Second Reading 
 
Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Charity Foundation Bill 
 
21. The Chairman said that Mrs Selina CHOW had given notice to present 
the above Bill to the Council on 9 April 2008.  The House Committee would 
consider the Bill at its meeting on 11 April 2008. 
 
 

VI. Report of Bills Committees and subcommittees 
 

Report of the Bills Committee on Pneumoconiosis (Compensation) 
(Amendment) Bill 2008  
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1261/07-08) 
 
22. Mr KWONG Chi-kin, Chairman of the Bills Committee, referred 
Members to the Bills Committee's report for details of its deliberations.  
 
23. Mr KWONG reported that the Bills Committee had completed its work 
on 28 February 2008.  To address members' concerns, the Administration 
would move Committee Stage amendments (CSAs) to amend the definition of 
mesothelioma and delete the word "malignant" wherever the term "malignant 
mesothelioma" appeared in the Bill.  He added that the Bills Committee 
supported the resumption of the Second Reading debate on the Bill at the 
Council meeting on 9 April 2008. 
 
24. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of 
CSAs was Saturday, 29 March 2008. 
 
 

VII. Position on Bills Committees and subcommittees 
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1263/07-08) 
 
25. The Chairman said that there were 15 Bills Committees, eight 
subcommittees under the House Committee and five subcommittees under 
Panels in action. 
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26. The Chairman further said that as there was a vacant Bills Committee 
slot, the Bills Committee on Air Pollution Control (Amendment) Bill 2008, the 
first one on the waiting list, could commence work immediately. 
 
27. The Chairman added that there were two Bills Committees and one 
subcommittee on policy issues remaining on the waiting list. 
 
28. The Chairman invited Members to note that the Bills Committee on 
Buildings (Amendment) Bill 2007 would have to work beyond three months 
since commencement of its work.   
 
 

VIII. Any other business 
 

29. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 2:45 pm. 
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