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l. Confirmation of the minutes of the 17th meeting held on 28 M arch 2008

(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1522/07-08)

The minutes were confirmed.

Mattersarising

Report by the Chairman on her meeting with the Chief Secretary for
Administration

2. The Chairman said that there was nothing special to report.

Business arising from previous Council meetings

(a) Legal Service Divison report on bills referred to the House
Committeein accordance with Rule 54(4)

AliceHo Miu Ling Nether sole Charity Foundation Bill
(LC Paper No. LS71/07-08)

3. The Chairman said that the Bill, introduced by Mrs Selina CHOW,
sought to provide for the repeal of the Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital
Incorporation Ordinance (the Hospital Ordinance) and the continuance of The
Executive Committee of The Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital
incorporated under the Hospital Ordinance under the corporate name of the
Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Charity Foundation.
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4, Members did not raise objection to the resumption of the Second
Reading debate on the Bill.

(b) Legal Service Division report on subsidiary legisation gazetted on
28 M arch 2008 and tabled in Council on 9 April 2008

(LC Paper No. LS69/07-08)

5. The Chairman said that a total of two items of subsidiary legislation
were gazetted on 28 March 2008 and tabled in the Council on 9 April 2008.

6. Members did not raise any queries on these two items of subsidiary
legidlation.

7. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending these
items of subsidiary legislation was 7 May 2008.

(c) Legal Service Division report on subsidiary legisation gazetted on
3 April 2008 and tabled in Council on 9 April 2008

(LC Paper No. LS 70/07-08)

8. The Chairman said that a total of four items of subsidiary legislation
were gazetted on 3 April 2008 and tabled in the Council on 9 April 2008.

0. Regarding the Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling)
(Amendment: Requirements for Nutrition Labelling and Nutrition Claim)
Regulation 2008, the Chairman said that it sought to introduce a mandatory
nutrition labelling scheme for prepackaged food. This proposal had been the
subject of discussion by the Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene
since it was first put forward by the Administration in 2003. There was wide
public concern about the proposal. The Chairman added that the Regulation
would come into effect on 1 July 2010.

10. Mr Tommy CHEUNG considered it necessary to form a subcommittee
to study the Regulation as the public as well as the relevant trade and
organizations had expressed concern on the legislative proposal.

11. Ms Emily LAU agreed that a subcommittee should be formed to study
the Regulation given the divergent views expressed.

12. The Chairman proposed that a subcommittee be formed to study the
Regulation in detail. Members agreed. The following Members agreed to
join: Mr Fred LI, Mr Bernard CHAN, Mr SIN Chung-kai (as advised by Mr
Fred LI), Mr WONG Yung-kan, Ms Emily LAU, Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Mr
Abraham SHEK, Mr Tommy CHEUNG, Mr Vincent FANG and Dr KWOK
KaKki.
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13. Members did not raise any queries on the other three items of subsidiary
legidlation.

14.  The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending these
items of subsidiary legislation was 7 May 2008.

Businessfor the Council meeting of 16 and 17 April 2008

(a) Questions
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 499/07-08)

15. The Chairman said that 20 written questions had been scheduled for the
meeting.

(b) Bills-resumption of debate on Second Reading

Appropriation Bill 2008
(Members speak)

16. The Chairman said that in accordance with Rule 36(5) of the Rules of
Procedure, Members would each have a maximum of 15 minutes to speak.

17. The Chairman reminded Members that the first day of the meeting
would start at 11:00 am, and the second day at 9:00 am.

Businessfor the Council meeting on 23 April 2008

(a) Questions
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 500/07-08)

18. The Chairman said that 20 written questions had been scheduled for the
meeting.

(b) Bills- First Reading and moving of Second Reading

19. The Chairman said that no notice had been received yet.

(c) Bills - resumption of debate on Second Reading, Committee Stage
and Third Reading

(i)  Appropriation Bill 2008
(Response by the Administration)
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VI.

20. The Chairman said that the Administration would respond to Members
comments on the Appropriation Bill 2008.

(i) Legidative Council (Amendment) Bill 2007

21. The Charman said that the Bills Committee on the above Bill had
presented its report to the House Committee at the last meeting, and Members
did not raise objection to the resumption of the Second Reading debate on the
Bill.

(d) Government motion

22.  The Chairman said that no notice had been received yet.

Report of Bills Committees and subcommittees

(a) Report of the Bills Committee on Mainland Judgments (Reciprocal
Enforcement) Bill

(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1521/07-08)

23. Ms Margaret NG, Chairman of the Bills Committee, reported that the
main purpose of the Bill was to implement the Arrangement on Reciprocal
Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments in Civil and Commercial Matters
by the Courts of the Mainland and of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Pursuant to Choice of Court Agreements between Parties Concerned
signed between the Mainland and the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region. The Bill made provisionsfor -

(@ the enforcement in Hong Kong of judgments in civil or
commercial matters that were given in the Mainland;

(b) facilitating the enforcement in the Mainland of judgments in civil
or commercial matters that were given in Hong Kong; and

(c)  matters connected therewith.

24.  Ms NG further reported that the Bills Committee had held 13 meetings.
She referred Members to the Bills Committee's report for details of its
deliberations.

25. Ms NG added that the Bills Committee supported the Committee Stage
amendments (CSAs) to be moved by the Administration to address members
concerns on certain issues. The Bills Committee also supported the
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VII.

VIII.

resumption of the Second Reading debate on the Bill at the Council meeting on
23 April 2008.

26.  The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of
CSAswas Monday, 14 April 2008.

(b) Report of the Subcommittee on Rating (Exemption) Order 2008
(LC Paper No. CB(1) 1201/07-08)

27. As Mr Albert HO, Chairman of the Subcommittee, was not able to
attend the meeting, the Chairman referred Members to the Subcommittee's
report for details of its discussions.

28. The Chairman said that the Subcommittee supported the Order and
would not propose any amendment.

29.  The Chairman reminded Members that as the deadline for amending the
Order was 23 April 2008, the deadline for giving notice of amendments, if any,
was Wednesday, 16 April 2008.

Position on Bills Committees and subcommittees
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1523/07-08)

30. The Chairman said that there were 15 Bills Committees, eight
subcommittees under the House Committee and five subcommittees under
Panels in action. She added that there was a subcommittee on policy issues
remaining on the waiting list.

Any other business

31. Therebeing no other business, the meeting ended at 2:42 pm.
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