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LC Paper No. CB(3)441/07-08

Paper for the House Committee meeting

on 7 March 2008

Questions scheduled for the
L egidlative Council meeting on 12 March 2008

Questions by:
(1) Hon Martin LEE
(2) Hon WONG Kwok-hing
3) Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki
4) Dr Hon YEUNG Sum
(Replacing his previous question)
(5) Hon Albert HO
(Replacing his previous question)
(6) Hon LAU Kong-wah
(7) Hon Mrs Anson CHAN
(8) Hon LEUNG Kwok-hung
9) Dr Hon Joseph LEE
(10) Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming
(11) Hon CHOY So-yuk
(12) Hon James TO
(Replacing his previous question)
(13) Dr Hon David LI
(14) Hon Emily LAU
(15) Hon SIN Chung-kai
(16) Hon Frederick FUNG
(17) Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming
(18) Hon James TO
(19) Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki
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(Oral reply)

(Oral reply)

(Oral reply)

(Written reply)
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(4)

Number of places for publicly-funded first-degree programmes

Dr Hon YEUNG Sum (Oral Reply)

Since the 1994-1995 academic year, the number of places for

publicly-funded first-year first-degree ("FYFD") programmes has

been maintained at 14 500. In this connection, will the

Government inform this Council:

(2)

(b)

(©)

whether it knows the respective percentages of the
people in Singapore, Shanghai, the United States,
Australia and the United Kingdom who are attending

universities and are at the appropriate age for that;

as I have learnt that the percentage of the people in
Hong Kong attending universities at the appropriate
age for that has all along been lower than those of the
neighbouring countries, whether the Government has
assessed if the insufficient places for attending
universities will lead to an outflow of talents, thereby
affecting Hong Kong's pace of development into a

knowledge-based economy; and

as the unemployment rate of degree holders in the
fourth quarter of last year was only 1.9%, reflecting a
keen demand for these talents in the current market,
whether the Government will gradually expand the
number of places for publicly-funded FYFD
programmes; if it will, of the details and
implementation schedule of the expansion plan; if it
will not, the specific difficulties for that?
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Hiring a consulting firm for the work
relating to public consultation on health care reforms

Hon Albert HO (Oral Reply)

The Stores and Procurement Regulations 280 stipulates that for
procuring consultancy and other services with a value above
$50,000 but not exceeding $1,300,000, departments must obtain
written quotations from not less than five contractors. It has
been reported that with only one written quotation received from
a firm, the Government has recently appointed the firm to provide
consultancy services for the work relating to public consultation
on health care reforms. The value of the contract is around
$1,200,000, and the firm was set up by the Press Secretary of the
last Chief Secretary for Administration. In this connection, will

the Government inform this Council:

(a) among the consultancy service procurement activities
conducted by the Government in the past, whether
cases to which the justifications for inviting a written
quotation from only one contractor in the above

incident likewise apply were rare;

(b) of the number of occasions in the past three years on
which the Government, with less than five written
quotations received, appointed contractors to provide
consultancy services with a contract value over
$50,000 but not exceeding $1,300,000, together with
the policy area(s) and contract value involved, as well
as the justifications for awarding the contract without

obtaining five written quotations in each case; and

(©) whether it has reviewed if the appointment of the
consulting firm with only one written quotation
received is in compliance with the principle of
fairness, and if it will give members of the public the
impression that the Government practises cronyism
and transfers interests to former principal officials or
their subordinates; if a review has been conducted, of

the results?
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(12)

Number of places for first-degree programmes

Hon James TO (Written Reply)

Regarding the number of places for first-degree programmes, will

the Government inform this Council:

(2)

(b)

(©)

of a breakdown, by year of study, of

(1) the number of places for publicly-funded
first-degree programmes over the past five
years,

(11) the number of students currently attending

non-local first-degree programmes, and

(111) the number of adult students aged above 23
and currently attending first-degree

programmes;

of the year-end population belonging to the age group
between 17 and 20 in each of the past five years;
whether it has estimated the number and percentage of
people in that age group who will be holding first
degree or higher academic qualifications in the

coming 10 years; and

of the number and percentage of holders of first
degree or higher academic qualifications who were in
the age group between 17 and 20 at the time and in the
subsequent five years when the authorities announced
in October 1989 the decision to significantly increase
the number of places for first-year first-degree
programmes to 18% of the relevant age group by the
1994-1995 academic year (i.e. those people who are
now in the age group between 30 and 38); whether it
has assessed if these people are less employable than
those who are younger but have more opportunities to
receive  higher education, and whether the
Government will increase the number of places for

first-degree programmes for adults aged 23 or above?



