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Remuneration of government employees
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Frontier Closed Area
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Employment of associate degree graduates by the Government
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M easures to combat poverty
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Outlying island ferry services
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Voter registration
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Applications for deferred repayment of student loans
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Air pollution index and air quality
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Departure of nurses in Hospital Authority
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L oss of and damages to booksin public libraries
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Working hours of doctors
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#(14) DrHonDavid LI (Written reply)

Recently, some business associations and chambers of
commerce in Hong Kong have voiced concern about
changes to the procedures for Mainland visa applications
processed locally. These have affected both foreign
nationals resident in Hong Kong and foreign visitors to
Hong Kong. Will the Government inform this Council:

@ whether it has taken any action to facilitate
legitimate business travel from Hong Kong to the
Mainland since the introduction of the new visa
procedures and if so, the nature of that action;

(b) whether it is aware if there has been any change to
the policy that has allowed foreign nationals who
are Hong Kong permanent residents to apply for a
three-year validity multiple entry visa, as long as
they hold passports with sufficient remaining
validity; and

(©) whether it is aware if the new visa procedures
have had any impact on the business of travel
agents who organise short-visit trips from Hong
Kong to the Mainland and, if so, the details of any
action by the Government to reduce the adverse
impact?
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Development of geographical information systems
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High prices of goods in supermarkets
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Utilization rates of amenity facilities
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Assistance to underage unwed mothers
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Energy conservation
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Improvement to roads to reduce accidents
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