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Traditional and festive eventsin the community

Hon Daniel LAM (Oral Reply)

Some members of the public have relayed to me that quite a
number of traditional community events in various districts in the
New Territories ("NT"), such as the Cheung Chau Bun Festival
and the Tin Hau Festival Parade in Yuen Long, are very popular
among members of the public in Hong Kong, and have even
become one of the selling points used by the Hong Kong Tourism
Board ("HKTB") in promoting Hong Kong to other places.
These members of the public have also pointed out that similar
ritual events can actually be found in many walled villages and
villagesin NT, and the fact that such traditional events have been
held for hundreds of years without showing any sign of waning
demonstrates that such customs are of great vitality and can also
help promote the economy of the districts concerned. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the assistance the relevant government departments
will provide to the organizations concerned in various
districts in NT when such organizations are making
preparations for the above events;

(b) how the Government and HKTB will capitalize on the
above events to strengthen the work on promoting
Hong Kong to other places, so asto attract much more
tourists from other places to Hong Kong; and

(© whether the Government will draw on the experience
of the Macao Specia Administrative Region
Government in successfully bidding for the inscription
of the Historic Centre of Macao on the World
Heritage List, and promote the above events as
cultural activities representative of Hong Kong?
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Impact of rising prices of motor vehicle fuels on the relevant trades

(%)

Hon CHAN Y uen-han (Oral Reply)

International crude oil price, which has continued to rise over the
past few years, recently reached a record high of US$127 per
barrel. Moreover, oil companies in Hong Kong have raised the
selling prices of motor vehicle fuels for five times since the
beginning of the year, resulting in an accumulated increase of
more than 5%. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council whether:

(@

(b)

(©

it has assessed the impact of persistently high fuel
prices on the competitiveness of the relevant trades in
Hong Kong, such as logistics, transport and tourism
industries; if it has, of the findings; if not, whether it
will conduct such an assessment;

it knows which countries currently do not impose
duties on motor vehicle fuels or had abolished such
duties in the past two years, whether it will consider
abolishing the fuel duty, which accounts for 10% of
the diesel retail price, so as to reduce the impact of
high oil price on the relevant trades; if not, of the
justifications for that; and

it knows which places, apart from the Mainland, have
provided subsidy on the retail price of diesel; whether
it will consider providing such subsidy?



