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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Rising inflation

Hon Frederick FUNG (Ora Reply)

When he attended the meeting of this Council on 15th May, the
Chief Executive confirmed that, in vetting fare increase
applications by public transport operators, the Government would
put public affordability first as the most important consideration
that would take precedence over shareholders' interests, and he
would put forward more specific measures in this year's Policy
Address to alleviate the burden of rising prices on people's
livelihood. On the other hand, the inflation rate for April this
year was as high as 5.4%, which represented an increase of 1.2
percentage point over that of March and was higher than the
Government's estimate of 4.5% made when this fiscal year's
Budget was published. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@ whether it will adjust upwards the estimated annual
inflation rate, and whether it has assessed the impact
of last month's earthquake in Sichuan Province on the
food prices and suppliesin Hong Kong;

(b) how it ensures that "public affordability” will take
precedence over the relevant shareholders' interests as
a factor for consideration in vetting fare increase
applications by public transport operators, and of the
objective criteria for assessing if the relevant rates of
increase are within public affordability; and

(© whether it has assessed if it will be too late to
announce, in the Policy Address in October this year,
measures to further aleviate the pressure of inflation
on the public; whether it will consider implementing
some new measures as soon as possible, so as to
aleviate the pressure of inflation on low-income
families?
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Abuse of drugs by youngsters

Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming (Written Reply)

Recently, a survey report has pointed out that there is a trend of
the youngsters in Tuen Mun abusing drugs at a younger age.
The average age at which they first abused drugs had dropped
from 16 in 2004 to 15 in 2007, and the youngest first-time drug
abuser was as young as 12 years old. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council of:

@

(b)

the details of the strategies to combat juvenile drug
abuse from a holistic perspective, which were
consolidated by the Task Force on Y outh Drug Abuse
led by the Secretary for Justice; and

the details of the existing cooperation initiatives with
the mainland authorities to combat cross-boundary
drug abuse, and whether it will consider strengthening
cooperation and communication with the mainland
authorities (including raising the penalties concerned,
establishing a notification mechanism under which the
mainland authorities will notify the Hong Kong Police
of cases of drug abuse by Hong Kong youngsters on
the Mainland) for combating cross-boundary drug
abuse more effectively and grasping more
comprehensive information to facilitate the provision
of drug treatment and related support to drug abusers?
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Handling of the media by police officers

Hon CHOY So-yuk (Written Reply)

In reply to a question raised by a Member at this Council's
meeting on 21 November 2007 regarding the Police sending their
officers to conduct an investigation at the offices of the Oriental
Press Group, the Secretary for Security said that there was
absolutely no intention on the part of the Police to infringe the
freedom of the press. However, | have recently received two
more complaints aleging that the Police had hindered news
reporting by reporters of the Group. The first complaint alleged
that when a reporter of the Group was reporting on ataxi robbery
at Pat Heung in Yuen Long on 16 April this year, a plain-clothed
police officer provided news information only to the reporter of
another newspaper organization at the scene. The reporter of
the Group subsequently lodged a complaint with the Complaint
Against Police Office about the unfair treatment. The second
complaint alleged that when a reporter of the Group was
reporting on a criminal damage case in Ma On Shan on 18 April
this year, police officers at the scene scolded him using foul
language and restrained him from taking photographs.  After the
reporter had called the Police, a police officer said that follow-up
action would be taken. However, the reporter has not received
any further information so far. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@ whether the Police have conducted any investigation
on the above two complaints; if so, of the outcome,
including whether it has indicated any dereliction of
duty on the part of police officers; if there is such
dereliction of duty on the part of police officers, of the
penalties imposed on them; if no investigation has
been conducted, the reasons for that;

(b) besides the Force Procedures Manual, whether the
Police have issued any other guidelines to frontline



(©)

(d)

police officers to guide them on how to strike a
balance between conducting investigations and
facilitating news reporting by the media, in order to
avoid hindering the progress of investigations while
ensuring that freedom of the pressis protected;

given that Chapter 39 of the Force Procedures Manual
stipulates that "photographers and TV cameramen in
particular should be given an opportunity to have
vantage points; they have the right to take
photographs or TV footage in a public place”, how the
Police ensure that frontline police officers discharge
their duties in accordance with the guideline; and

whether the Police have issued any guidelines
requiring police officers to treat different media
organizations fairly; if they have, of the details; if not,
the reasons for that?



#(19)

SIS W (Fi Py i)

o = [l il = 7 2008-2009 F & Ay F

TR e F R 2 F O o &

# L 5,000 o 3R P A o R

W E B C "R ) AWM YE D

C o %F g7 )P e

[T IR T (S

(=) W B LFH S 2007 F B
ISR NS il L T R
AN O IR (RS A
e - Mm@l gt F 4
Ef@%ﬁq%“ﬁlﬁi%ﬁlﬁ[ b F2
HWER - f R g R F R
oAk s ROy N R o [N ) R
TR

(=) HBH Lt F RGN
RGN SR U
B w

=) RBTEE LY E H R
| F‘, TORCR YO W o O T
FUR B 0?2

mh Ky oo S

WA_

Elfj
Rl

—v—vj_[ \A_L



Passing on rates concession to tenants of

the Hong Kong Housing Authority and Hong Kong Housing Society

(19)

Hon WONG Kwok-hing (Written Reply)

In the 2008-2009 Budget, the Financial Secretary proposed to
waive rates for the current financial year, subject to a ceiling of
$5,000 per quarter for each rateable tenement. This waiver
measure is applicable to the properties under Hong Kong
Housing Society ("HKHS') and Hong Kong Housing Authority

("HA").

In this connection, will the Government inform this

Council if it knows whether:

@

(b)

(©

HKHS had passed on the full amount of the
Government's rates concession for 2007 to tenants of
its residential properties, commercia shops and
parking spaces; if not, of the reasons for that, and
whether HKHS, when it made the decision to increase
the rents of its parking spaces with effect from 1 April
this year, had taken into account the factor that it had
not passed on the benefit concerned to its tenants last
year, thereby reduced the percentage of rentd
Increase;

HKHS will pass on the full amount of the
Government's rates concession for this financial year
to the tenants concerned; if not, of the reasons for that;
and

those HA tenants who have to pay additional rents had
benefited from the rates waiver measure last year; if
not, of the reasons for that?



