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Legislative Council Building Via Email

8 Jackson Road, (ftsang@legco.gov.hk)
Central, Hong Kong

Your ref.: CB2/HS/1/07
8 April 2008

Dear Mrs. Ma,

Re: Subcommittee on Draft Subsidiary Legislation
relating to the Civil Justice Reform (“CJR”)

Thank you for your letter dated 28 March 2008.

Whilst it is the professional responsibility of every practising barrister to
update and familiar himself or herself with any legislative changes including the
CJR, the Bar fully appreciates that proper and sufficient training for the legal
profession will be important for the successful implementation of the CJR. The
Bar supports the Judiciary’s intention to implement CJR in April 2009 and
thoughts have been given to the issues concerning preparation and training. The
Bar’s plan is as follows:

Schedule of Preparation & Training

L. The primary legislation for implementing the CJR, viz., the Civil Justice
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Ordinance 2008, has already been enacted.
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We understand the Judiciary aims at having the relevant subsidiary
legislation passed before the end of the current term of the Legislative
Council. The Bar has planned its preparation and training programme
with this time frame in mind.

2. On the basis that the subsidiary legislation will be passed by July this
year, the Bar will finalize the training materials during the months of
August and September 2008 (although preparation has already started).
Since August is the summer vacation of the High Court, it is expected
that those civil practitioners assisting the Bar will have more time to
finalize the training materials.

3. After the materials are finalized, the training programme will be
launched during the 6 months from October 2008 to March 2009,

The Bar’s Training Programme

4, The training programme to be conducted during the period from October
2008 to March 2009 will comprise seminars and small group sessions:
(1) The training programme will start with a seminar on the changes

that will be brought about by the implementation of the CJR. To
allow sufficient time for a reasonably detailed analysis and
discussion, the seminar will be divided into Part I and Part II.
Each part will last around 2 to 2% hours.

(2)  The plan is to conduct the seminar (including Parts I and II) at
least twice during the period from October to December 2008, so
that members who miss the first seminar can attend the second
one.

(3)  Following the first seminar, there will be small group sessions.
Each session will deal with one or two specific topics of the CJR
and will likewise last around 2 to 2% hours. The purposes of
these small group sessions are practical problem-solving as well
as to have in-depth discussion on specific topics. Subject to the
demand of our members, the current plan is likewise to run each
small group session at least twice so that members who miss the
first round can attend the second round.

Joint Training with the Law Society

5. The programme stated in paragraph 4 above will be organized by the Bar
for its members. In addition, I have discussed with the President of the
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Law Society and it has been agreed that the two professional bodies will
jointly organize seminar or conference on CJR topics that will be of
common interest to both branches of the legal profession.

Co-operation with the Judiciary

6. In the course of introducing the CJR, the Judiciary has done substantial
research and has looked into the various aspects of CJR in great detail.
Further, much preparation has also been done by the Judiciary in
preparing for the implementation of CJR. In the circumstances, the Bar
believes it will be desirable and does intend to co-operate with the
Judiciary when preparing for the training programme.

7. Apart from requesting access to the training materials to be used by the
Judiciary, the Bar intends to invite members of the Judiciary to
participate in the seminars and small group sessions mentioned in
paragraph 4 above. As I understands, the Judiciary is agreeable to
provide such assistance to the Bar as may be appropriate.

On the assumption that the subsidiary legislation for implementing the
CIR will be passed by around July this year, there will be a period of 9 months
before the CJR is implemented. Besides, preparation for the training programme
has already been commenced. The Bar is confident that there will be sufficient
time to provide the requisite training for its members so as to enable practising
barristers to be familiar with the changes that will be brought about by the CJR.

I trust the above has sufficiently addressed the concern raised in your
letter. Should the members of the Subcommittee have any further queries, I will
be obliged to assist.

Best Regards.

Yours sincerely,

imsky Yuen, S.C.

Chairman



