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10 Des Voeux Road Central,
] ] 21t Floor,
%ﬁ David K.P. Li Hong Kong.
. Tel. : (852) 3608-0808

Fax, : (8562) 3608-6108

7" May, 2008 LC Paper No. CB(2)1891/07-08(01)

The Honourable Jasper Tsang Yok-sing, GBS, JP
Chairman

Panel on Education

Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

(D ot

University of Hong Kong (Amendment) Bill 2008

| am writing to seek the agreement of the Panel on Education to enter a Private
Member's Bill that | have agreed to sponsor, the “University of Hong Kong
(Amendment) Bill 2008” (the "Bill"), onto the Agenda of the Panel meeting of 12" June
2008, in order that Members may meet with representatives of the Administration of the
University of Hong Kong, and to comment on the draft Amendment Bill,

| enclose drafts of the English and Chinese versions of the Bill. 1 also enclose copies of
the Law Draftsman’s Certificate and a letter from the Secretary of Education to Mr.
Henry Wai, the Registrar of the University of Hong Kong, which states that, from a
higher education policy angle, the Bureau has no objection to the draft Amendment Bill.

The purpose of the Bill is to amend the University of Hong Kong Ordinance (Cap. 1053)
fo remove inconsistencies between the Ordinance and the Statutes of the University of
Hong Kong with regard to the roles and powers of the Court and the Council of the
University of Hong Kong, and to give effect to the adoption of new academic titles as
part of the University's human resources reform.

The University believes that it is important to move forward at this time in order to
remove such inconsistencies, and seeks the understanding of the Panel.

May I thank you in advance for your kind assistance.

Yours sincerely,

(Dot

Encl.

¢.c. Ms. Odelia Leung, Clerk to the Panel on Education
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30 April 2008
Mr HWEK. Wai
Registrar
The Unlversity of Hong Kong
Pokfulam Road
Hong Kong

Dear Mr Wai,

Thank you for your fetter of 28 January 2008 on the above subject.

Fromn higher education policy angle, we have no objection to your
draft Amendment Bill to set out clearly the roles and powers of the Court and the
Council of the University, as well as 10 give effect to the adoption of new
academic titles, In thie connaction, we note that the Fon David Li will introduce
a Merbers' Bill to the Lepislative Council, Please keep us infortned of the
development and feel free to lat us know if we could be of any assistance.

Yours sincerely,
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Johnson Stokes & Master o
16" - 19" floors T s
Prince’s Building

10 Chater Road

Central

Hong Kong JS \{

(Atm; Mr. Robin Peard)

Dear Sirs,

University of Hong Kong (Amendment) Bill 2008

Thank you for your letter of 7.4.2008 and email of 29.4.2008 confirming
the final version of the Bill (both texts),

2. Enclosed with this letter are the Law Draftsman’s Certificate and the
engrossment of the Bill for your appropriate action.

Yours faithfully,

A

N i ,A—u

( Peter WOO )
for Law Draftsman

Encls,
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¢.c. D of J (Attn: Miss Elaine NG —
responsible Counsel for w/e

the Chinese text of the
Bill)

#151281 v3
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UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG (AMENDMENT) BILL 2008

CERTIFICATE UNDER RULE 51(2) OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE HONG KONG
SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION

[ am of the opinion that the University of Hong Kong (Amendment) Bill
2008 conforms to the requirements of Rule 50 and the general form of Hong

Kong legislation.

aﬂf\-a T2 ¥ W

Law Draftsman

30 April 2008
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A BILL
To

Amend the University of Hong Kong Ordinance.
Enacied by the Legislative Council.

1. Short title
This Ordinance may be cited as the University of Hong Kong (Amendment)

Ordinance 2008.

2.  Court, Council and Senate, their
constitutions, powers and duties

(n Section 7(2) of the University of Hong Kong Ordinance (Cap.
1053) is amended by repealing “governing™ and substituting “acvisory”.
(2) Section 7(3) is amended —

{a) by repealing “executive body” and substituting “supreme
governing body”;

(D) by repecaling “it shall administer the properly and manage
the affairs of the University” and substituting “the Council
may exercise all the powers and shall perform all the
duties of the University other than those vested by this
Ordinance or the statutes in some other authority of the
University or in an officer”.

3. Officers and teachers, their appointment,
powers, duties and emoluments

(1) section 12(9) 18 amended by repealing “The teachers shall be the
Professors, Readers, Lecturers, and such other persons as may be designated
icachers by the statutes. The teachers shall be appointed by the Council,” and
substituting “The teachers shall be the Chairs, Professors, Associate Profcssors

and Assistant Professors of the University, and such other persons as may be
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designated as teachers by the statutes. The teachers shall be appointed by the
Council on such terms as it thinks fit.”.,
(2) Section 12(10)(b) iz amended by repealing “or probationary” and

substituting “or for a fixed term, as stated in his contract of service™.

4,  Statutes of the University of Hong Kong

(D) Statute X1T of the Statutes of the University of Hong Kong in the
Schedule is amended, in paragraph 1, by repealing “the senior lecturers, the
assistant lecturers,”.

(2) Statute X1X 1s amended -

(a) in paragraph 1, by repealing “The Council shall admimnister
the affairs of the University” and substituting “The

Council may exercise all the powers and shall perform all
the duties of the Umversity”,
(h) by repealing paragraph 2(s) and substituting —

“() to do all such acts and things and perform all such
duties as may be necessary for or incidental to
exercising the powers or performing the duties
conferred or imposed on the Council by the
Ordinance or the statutes.”.

3 Statute XXVIII is amended by repealing paragraph 1(1)(0) and

substituting —
“(b) the Chairs, Professors, Associatc Profcssors, Assistant
Professors, Readers, Senior Lecturcrs, Lecturers, Assistant

Lecturers, Tutors and Demaonstrators of the University;”.

5. Transitional provision

The Council shall not terminate the appointment of a person who was a
teacher and entitled to the protection on termination of appointment described in
section 12(9) of the Umversity of Hong Kong Ordinance (Cap. 1033)

immediately before the commencement of this Ordinance except where after due
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enquiry into the facts and afler receiving the advice of the Senate on the findings
of such enquiry there exists in the opinion of the Council good cause for such

terimination.

6. Saving

Nothing in this Ordinance shall affect or be deemed o affect the rights of
the Central Authoritics or the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws, or the rights of any
body politic or corporate or of any other person except such as are mentioned in

this Ordinance and those claiming by, from or under them.

Explanatory Memorandum

The purpose of this Bill 1s to amend the Umversity of Hong Kong
Ordinance (Cap. 1053) (“the Ordinance”) to remove inconsistiencies between the
Ordinance and the Statutes of the University of Hong Kong (“the Statutes”) with
regard to the roles and powers of the Court and the Council of the University of
Hong Kong (“the University”), and to give effect to the adoption of new
academie titles as part of the University’s human resources rcform.
2. Clause 2 amends section 7(2) and (3) of the Ordinance to remove
inconsistencies between the Ordinance and the Statutes with regard to the roles
and powers of the Court and the Council of the University to the effect that the
Court is to be descnbed as the “supreme advisory body” of the University and
the Council as the “supreme governing body” of the University.
3. Clause 3(1) repeals the previous academic titles of “Professors”, “Readers”
and “Lecturers” and substitutes them with the new titles of “Chairs”,
“Professors”, “Associate Professors” and “Assistant Professors”. These teachers
are entitled to protection againsi dismissal without good cause, unless they are
beyond a retiring age as detcrmined by the Council (sce section 12(10)(«) of the
Ordinance) or their employment 1s for a fixed term oris temporary or pari-time

as stated in the contract of service (sec section 12(10)(h) of the Ordinance as
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amended by clausc 3(2)). However, no person who has been entitled to the
protection immediately before the commencement of the Bill when enacted 1s to
be affected (sec clause 3).

4.  Clause 4 removes references to the old academc titles of “senior lecturers™
and “assistunt lecturers™ appearing in Statute X11 of the Statutes in the Schedule
to the Ordinance and expands Statute XXVIII of the Statutes to include the new
academic titles, The clause also introduces consequential amendments to
paragraphs 1 and 2(s) of Statute XIX of the Statutes.

5. Clause 5 1s a transitional provision.

6. Clause 6 is a saving provision.

Johnson, Stokes & Master
Solicitors for the
University of Hong Kong
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