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Dear Ms Yue,
Panel on Information Technology and Broadcasting
Meeting on 14 April 2008

At the meeting held on 14 April 2008, Members reflected the
concerns of the local film industry over the slowdown of vetting process
by the Mainland authorities for films produced by Hong Kong (Hong
Kong productions) and co-produced by Hong Kong and the Mainland
(Hong Kong-Mainland co-productions) after the screening of the film
“Lust Caution”. Members requested the Administration to clarify whether
any assistance had been provided to the local film industry in such respect
and to inform Members of the latest situation. Our reply is as follows:

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)
Government has been supporting the local film industry in developing new
markets including the huge Mainland film market. The film industry is, in
fact, one of the sectors that have benefited most from the Mainland and

Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement since it came into
effect in 2004.



Nevertheless, Hong Kong productions to be distributed
outside Hong Kong must follow the approving and relevant administrative
mechanisms of those jurisdictions. When promoting Hong Kong films in
the Mainland market, Hong Kong productions and Hong Kong-Mainland
co-productions to be screened in the Mainland are required to comply with
the Regulation on Film Administration of the Mainland China, as well as
the censorship guidelines promulgated by the State Administration of
Radio, Film and Television. The time required for completion of vetting
process may vary, mostly depending on the compliance of the films with
the regulations and guidelines in the Mainland in terms of content and
technical requirements.

Early this year, our film industry reflected to us that they met
with some uncertainties when submitting their films for censorship in the
Mainland, e.g. the vetting process for some of their films appeared to be
slower than before. The HKSAR Government, together with the Hong
Kong Film Development Council, has immediately liaised with the
Mainland counterparts to reflect the industry’s concerns. It is noted that
the project registration for Hong Kong-Mainland co-productions and the
vetting of completed films are in progress, and films recently submitted for
vetting are being processed within the normal timeframe,

The HKSAR Government will keep up its efforts to assist the
local film industry in opening up the Mainland market by maintaining
close ties with the Mainland authorities through the existing channels and
established mechanisms.

Yours sincerely,

( Kevin Choi )
for Secretary tor Commerce and
Economic Development

Commissioner for Television and Entertainment Licensing





