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L egidative Council Panel on Manpower

Hong Kong's Occupational Safety Performance in 2007

PURPOSE

This paper briefs Members on Hong Kong's occupational safety
performance in 2007.

BACKGROUND

2. The Labour Department (LD) is committed to safeguarding the safety
and health of people at work by ensuring that risks in workplaces are properly
managed and controlled through legislation, law enforcement, education,
training and publicity. Through the concerted efforts of all parties concerned,
including employers, employees, contractors, safety practitioners, the
Occupational Safety and Health Council (OSHC) and the Government, over the
past years, there has been a steady decline in both the number and the rate of
occupational accidents.

RECENT STATISTICS
Occupational Injuries
3. The number of occupational injuries in all workplaces in 2007 stood

at 43 979, representing afall of 6.3% over 2006, while the injury rate per 1 000
employees dropped to 16.9, down by 8.3%. (Table 1)



Tablel: Occupational Injuriesin All Workplaces

2007
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 | (Compared
with 2006)
Fatal cases 210 171 187 187 187 172
(-8.0%)
43 807
Non-fatal cases | 46813 | 41851 | 43838 | 44080 | 46750
(-6.3%)
Total 47023 | 42022 | 44025 | 44267 | 46937 43979
(-6.3%)
Injury rate/ 16.9
1,000 employees 19.2 17.7 18.1 17.8 184 (-8.3%)
4. There were improvements in all magor economic sectors, including

the construction industry, catering industry and the non-industrial sectors. A
detailed breakdown of the occupational injuries in all workplaces in 2007 by
major economic activitiesisat Annex 1.

Industrial accidents

5. The number of industrial accidents for all industrial sectors in 2007
stood at 16 117, representing a decrease of 6.8% over 2006. The accident rate
per 1 000 workers aso fell by 6.9% from 31.5 in 2006 to 29.3 in 2007. (Table 2)

Table2: Industrial Accidentsin All Sectors
2007
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 | (Compared
with 2006)
Fatal cases 25 28 24 29 26 25
(-3.8%)
16 092
Non-fatal cases | 22 428 17 221 17 509 16 888 17 260
(-6.8%)
16 117
Total 22 453 17 249 17 533 16 917 17 286 (-6.8%)
Accident rate/ 29.3
1000 workers 374 31.3 315 30.6 315 (-6.9%)




6. There were 25 industrial fatalities in 2007, representing a decrease of
3.8% over 2006. 19 of them occurred on construction sites, 3 in the
manufacturing industry and 3 in the transport and related services, storage and
other repairing services. Their causes were fall of person from height (10 cases),
struck by falling object (4 cases), trapped in or between objects (3 cases),
striking against or struck by moving object (2 cases), contact with electricity or
electric discharge (2 cases), trapped by collapsing or overturning object
(2 cases), struck by moving vehicle (1 case) and drowning (1 case).

Accidents in the Construction I ndustry

7. The high-risk construction industry recorded 3042 industrial
accidents in 2007 with an accident rate at 60.6 per 1 000 workers, representing a
drop of 10.5% and 5.8% respectively from 2006. The number of industrial
fatalities was 19 cases, compared with 16 casesin 2006. (Table 3)

Table3: Industrial Accidentsin Construction Industry

2007
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 | (Compared
with 2006)
Fatal cases 24 25 17 25 16 19
(+18.8%)
Non-fatal cases | 6215 | 4342 | 3816 | 3523 | 3384 3023
(-10.7%)
3042
Total 6 239 4 367 3833 3548 3400 (-10.5%)
Accident rate/ 60.6
1000 workers 85.2 68.1 60.3 59.9 64.3 (-5.8%)
8. The causes of the 19 industrial fatalities which occurred on

construction sites were fall of person from height (9 cases), struck by falling
object (3 cases), trapped in or between objects (2 cases), trapped by collapsing
or overturning object (2 cases), contact with electricity or electric discharge
(1 case), struck by moving vehicle (1 case) and drowning (1 case). The most
common types of construction accidents are injured whilst lifting and carrying
(587 cases or 19.3%), striking against or struck by moving object (584 cases or
19.2%) and dlip, trip or fall on the same level (507 cases or 16.7%). A detailed
breakdown by type of accident isat Annex 2.




Accidentsin the Catering I ndustry

9. The catering industry continued to rank highest among all industries
in terms of the number of accidents. Nonetheless, the number of accidents had
decreased from 9294 in 2006 to 8 876 in 2007, down by 4.5%, whilst the
accident rate per 1 000 workers decreased from 47.2 to 43.5, down by 7.8%
(Table 4). A detailed breakdown of the accidents in the catering industry by
type of accident isat Annex 3.

Table4: Industrial accidentsin Catering Industry

2007
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 (Compared
with 2006)
Fatal cases 0 0 0 0 0 (___())
Non-fatal cases | 10149 | 8527 | 9410 | 8902 | 9204 | 8876
(-4.5%)
8 876
Total 10 149 8 527 9410 8902 9294 (-4.5%)
Accident rate/ 435
1 000 workers 54.7 49.6 51.5 47.3 47.2 (-7.8%)
THE WAY FORWARD
10. LD will continue to focus our enforcement and promotional efforts on

accident-prone industries and high-risk work activities, including the
construction industry (particularly the renewal, maintenance, alteration and
addition works, working at heights and the use of heavy equipment like tower
cranes) and catering trade, etc. Working in close partnership with our
stakeholders, we will aso continue to put in our best efforts to cultivate a strong
safety culture with a view to further enhancing occupational safety and health
performance in Hong Kong.

L abour and Welfare Bureau
Labour Department
July 2008




Annex 1

P i~
Occupational Injuries in All Workplaces
in 2007
- analysed by Major Economic Activity -
ZEFFEFIE D fEPH%}JKV%i fd WRT] = BRI
Major Economic Activity 2006 2007 Change Peéﬁzzgafe

BRAESEE SRR = vl
Agriculture and Fishing (I 4 162 176 14 8.6%
Mining and Quarrying %ﬁ%bﬁ? =4 0 0 0 n.a.
Manufacturing HE¥ 4228 (21) 3967 (21) -261 -6.2%
Electricity and Gas (REARES NSRS 50 33 (1) -17 -34.0%
Construction HoEH 3499 (20) 3135 (37) -364 -10.4%
Wholesale & Retail Trades, 5 - j::%ﬁ . ﬁi;ﬁ“i@l?ﬁi&' 14 665 (26) 13916 (16) -749 -5.1%
Restaurants and Hotels
Transport & Related Services,  jiiji J%Eg.’? E F‘j?; 5491 (29) 5023 (26) -468 -8.5%
Storage and Communication IETIERS ¢
Financing, Insurance, Real S e~ 29 Ry IR 5011 (55) 5772 (46) -139 -2.4%
Estate and Business Services 5 ( E[J}‘ﬁfz‘:ﬂ',[ TS
(including Import & Export
Trade)
Community, Social & Personal — #w-[h ﬁi%’?k’/ it ~ AR5 12921  (36) 11953  (25) -968 -1.5%
Services
Activities not adequately defined 4 fi= /7 b /7 10 4 -6 -60.0%
TOTAL T 46 937  (187) 43979 (172) | -2958 -6.3%
Notes:

1. Occupational injuries (including industrial accidents) are injury cases arising from work accidents, resulting in death or incapacity for work of over

three consecutive days, and reported under the Employees’ Compensation Ordinance. Since 1.1.1998, Labour Department has used the date o
occurrence of an injury as the basis for computing work injury statistics instead of the date of reporting in order to reflect more accurately the

number of work injuries occurring in the year.
2. Figures in brackets denote the number of fatalities.
3. The above injury figures are recorded as at 31 March 2008.
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. "n.a." means not applicable
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Annex 2

B =
Industrial Accidents in Construction Industry
in 2007
- analysed by Type of Accident -
i el ¥ - Tt SUBE & (Gi01LE GNE L1 D Ly
Type of Accident 2006 2007 Change

9 A SEFLE | SHEHEE |
Trapped in or between objects SPREEP D PRSP D ] 99 (1) 65 2 -34
Injured whilst lifting or carrying %ﬁﬁ?ﬁ&{gﬁ?ﬂf#ﬁﬁ T 536 587 51
Slip, trip or fall on same level i’ﬁ'[’% ~ A IR [ﬁk E{J@EQQ(?J 603 507 - 96
Fall of person from height * ’ﬁﬂr‘«’kﬁ' B E 405 9 360 9) - 45
Striking against fixed or stationary = =2 [fil3 ﬁ‘/j HUIREICR Tt 382 318 - 64
object
Striking against or struck by moving WRLEIPI [ SRR (P 605 1) 584 -21
object
Stepping on object E‘?,‘,}fﬁaﬁf 37 32 -5
Exposure to or contact with harmful E:ﬁgﬁ{f? J;r‘?[’ff*d@ﬁ] TS 5 B E J;r‘?[’f[’a 20 20 0
substance
Contact with electricity or electric ﬁ%}}%ﬁ?%ﬁ Ayl 'IF[fJ’Fj‘:T’j\ﬁ 14 10 1) -4
discharge
Trapped by collapsing or AR [’?Jiﬁﬁ?ﬁ’l [i[ENEIES 5 (@) 13 (2 8
overturning object
Struck by falling object EIE N pUP i B 131 Q) 114 3 - 17
Struck by moving vehicle EFSE P i 33 31 1) -2
Contact with moving machinery or i x> Jgﬁf] lg’l@%%&'ﬁ?ﬁv‘éj}ﬂjjﬁ&fﬁg 234 197 - 37
object being machined QIFLH [EREIES
Drowning iﬁig% 0 1 Q) 1
Exposure to fire TS 16 12 -4
Exposure to explosion e~ Le=Va i 3 2 -1
Injured by hand tool W= SRR 225 155 -70
Injured by fall of ground W4 R 0 1 1
Asphyxiation 4L 3 3) 0 -3
Contact with hot surface or I T R Y P 20 17 -3
Injured by animal WLEPIRS 3 1 -2
Injured in workplace violence e f‘%ﬂ’?ﬁ;*}@s E3S[RVa: 0 0 0
Others E P 26 15 -11
Total A 3400 (16) |3 042 (19 -358
Notes:

1. Industrial accidents refer to injuries and deaths arising from industrial activities in industrial undertakings as defined under the Factories and
Industrial Undertakings Ordinance. Since 1.1.1998, Labour Department has used the date of occurrence of an injury as the basis for computing
work injury statistics instead of the date of reporting in order to reflect more accurately the number of work injuries occurring in the year.
Figures in brackets denote the number of fatalities.

The above accident figures are recorded as at 31 March 2008.
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Annex 3

Fife =
Industrial Accidents in Catering Industry
in 2007
- analysed by Type of Accident -
ZFEFHAK VT FEHO R E BT A
Type of Accident 2006 2007 Change

TR SFRFAE | IFFCF | KR
Trapped in or between objects TPV JF‘}#”J VI 122 91 -31
Injured whilst lifting or carrying ?E;%Fﬁ‘}jﬂﬁg}gf}*dﬁrﬁéjmf% 1192 1170 -22
Slip, trip or fall on same level 1,5 ]~ ﬁ‘/ a [rJ [T-;‘,'J@E#a]’ﬂ 1 443 1 346 -97
Fall of person from height Jf}ﬂ @]ﬁg g fE 52 46 -6
Striking against fixed or stationary %?Lmlig§9j\ EIpV Y (A4 810 864 54
object
Striking against or struck by moving ?&%;ﬂ%ﬁrp‘}éﬁ? LR 637 559 -78
object
Stepping on object Eﬁﬁi‘mfﬁrf 10 15 5
Exposure to or contact with harmful i @k~ ¢ J:?r[‘fﬁa@frf[ S 1 B E J:?r[’fﬁa 69 67 -2
substance @;
Contact with electricity or electric EJ%}}”F%FK}}% sy adl ',Elfj?;ﬁ,’h 4 5 1
discharge
Trapped by collapsing or R R B P 0 2 2
overturning object
Struck by falling object FIfEN pUPa B 44 35 -9
Struck by moving vehicle EFEE IRV 40 41 1
Contact with moving machinery or i fif] *JH IAES IS p&ﬁ%}}uj‘;ﬁ&}é%g 110 127 17
object being machined "QJ@H PP
Drowning ﬁyg‘g 0 0 0
Exposure to fire FEIEHE 15 18 3
Exposure to explosion @ffg‘a& 5 3 3 0
Injured by hand tool W= SRR 2 420 2 219 -201
Injured by fall of ground Vo PR 0 0 0
Asphyxiation A EL 0 0 0
Contact with hot surface or i) @4?5%?@95}*0@? 2 213 2 134 -79
Injured by animal PLEP IR 81 108 27
Injured in workplace violence W f%ﬁ’?ﬁi*}@h (F o5 0 0 0
Others £ )| 29 26 -3
Total AT 9 294 8 876 -418
Notes:

1. Industrial accidents refer to injuries and deaths arising from industrial activities in industrial undertakings as defined under the Factories and

Industrial Undertakings Ordinance. Since 1.1.1998, Labour Department has used the date of occurrence of an injury as the basis for computing

work injury statistics instead of the date of reporting in order to reflect more accurately the number of work injuries occurring in the year.

Figures in brackets denote the number of fatalities.
The above accident figures are recorded as at 31 March 2008.
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