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L egidlative Council Panel on Development

Waterfront Connectivity and Pedestrian Access
along the Northern Shore of Hong Kong

PURPOSE
This paper updates memberson :

(@) the latest development of the enhancement measures for the
harbourfront;

(b) pedestrian access along the northern shore of Hong Kong; and

(c) feashility of introducing measures to better utilize the space under the
Island Eastern Corridor.

BACKGROUND

2. On 25 July 2006, the then Panel on Planning, Lands and Works was
briefed on the waterfront connectivity and pedestrian access along the northern
shore of Hong Kong and the related enhancement measures and plans. As
mentioned in the Panel paper in July 2006, there are a number of long term and
short term projects to enhance the waterfront connectivity and pedestrian
access. We have endeavoured to explore and implement the enhancement
measures, wherever practicable, when an opportunity arises to meet public
aspirations for waterfront enhancement.

I. WATERFRONT ENHANCEMENT WORKS

3. The Harbour-front Enhancement Committee (HEC) has promulgated
the Harbour Planning Principles and Harbour Planning Guidelines in April
2006 and June 2007 respectively which provide a set of principles and
guidelines for all individuals and organizations to apply when considering and
dealing with proposals in and around the Victoria Harbour. A copy of the



Principles and Guidelines is at Annex |.  The Administration will abide by
these Principles and Guidelines when planning and taking forward
harbourfront enhancement works. In the Eastern District, for example,
efforts have been made to provide additional waterfront open space/promenade.
In the revised planning brief for the Oil Street land sale site endorsed by the
Town Planning Board (the Board) in August 2007, there would be a provision
of 6,400 m? public open space within and adjacent to the site, including a
public landscaped walkway at the seaward side and along Oil Street
connecting the hinterland with the future waterfront park proposed under the
Wan Cha Development Phase 1l (WDII) Review. We would explore the
viability of having the open space within the site to be provided by the future
developer of the site and handed back to Government for management. For
the former North Point Estate site, the redevelopment concept agreed by the
Board in January 2008 includes the provision of 15,000 m? public open spaces,
comprising a waterfront promenade, landscaped wakway and piazza
providing a focal point for leisure activities. In the interim, the Lands
Department is liaising with concerned departments to develop the eastern part
of the former North Point Estate site as a temporary public open space.

4, A summary of proposed waterfront enhancement works and their
completion dates is as follows. Three plans showing the waterfront and
pedestrian areas in Eastern District, Central to Causeway Bay, and Western
District are at Annex 1.

Eastern District
(@ Aldrich Bay Park
* To becompletedin late 2010

(b) Quarry Bay Park Phase Il (Stages 2 & 3)
* Tobecompletedin late 2011

(c) Waterfront promenade and public open space at Hoi Yu Street
* Implementation to tie in with the future devel opments

(d) Waterfront park in North Point proposed under WDII Review
e To be implemented after completion of the construction of the
Central -Wan Chai Bypass (CWB)

Central and Wan Chai

(@) Waterfront promenade extending from Central Reclamation Phase |11
(CRIII) to North Point proposed under WDI |
* To beimplemented after completion of the construction of the CWB




(b) Temporary waterfront promenade on CRIII
* To be constructed together with CRIIIl and completed in 2010

(c) Temporary waterfront promenade at the ex-public cargo working area
along Hung Hing Road
e Completed and opened for public usein April 2007

Western District

(@ SunYat Sen Memoria Park and Swimming Pool Complex
e To be completed by 2011

(b) Temporary open space at the ex-Gala Point
e To be completed by 2009

(c) Public open space at the ex-barging point site to the west of Sun Yat Sen
Memorial Park
* To commence development after completion of the West Island Line
in around 2014 for completion in about two years

1. PEDESTRIAN LINKS

5. Completion dates of proposed pedestrian links are reported as
follows:

Central and Wan Chai
(@) At-grade 58 m wide open deck connecting the Tamar Site to the waterfront

promenade
e The open deck will be constructed together with CRIII and completed
in end 2009

(b) Three 5m wide at-grade pedestrian crossings along Road P2 (in the
vicinity of the General Post Office, City Hall and Central Barracks)
* To be constructed together with CRIIl and completed in end 2009

(c) Temporary elevated walkway along Man Yiu Street
e Completed and opened for public use in June 2007



(d) Four elevated walkways across Road P2
* Implementation to tie in with that of the development projects in the
vicinity

(e) Two elevated walkways to be constructed under the Tamar Development
Project — one to the footbridge system outside CITIC Tower and the other
to the south of Harcourt Road
* To be constructed under the Tamar Development Project, which is

targeted for completion in 2011

(f) Proposed elevated walkway connecting the Wan Chai Government Offices
and the Tamar Devel opment Project
* To be completed by 2014

(g New elevated walkways connecting the harbourfront with the hinterland
proposed under WDI|
e To be implemented together with WDI|

Western District
(@) Elevated walkway connecting Shun Tak Centre and the south-eastern
corner of the Sun Yat Sen Memorial Park
* Implementation to tie in with the development of the commercial site
to the west of Shun Tak Centre

1. PROPOSED BOARDWALK UNDERNEATH THE ISLAND
EASTERN CORRIDOR

6. Initial investigation has been carried out on the concept of a
boardwalk underneath the Island Eastern Corridor (IEC) in North Point. Itis,
however, found that compliance with the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance
(PHO) would be at stake as a section of the boardwalk at Tong Shui Road has
to route outside the existing footprint of the IEC due to inadequate clearance
underneath the slip road of the IEC for the boardwalk to pass through. This
section at the Tong Shui Road Junction outside the confine of the footprint of
the IEC may be taken to be against the maintenance and conservation of the
harbour under PHO. However, in view of the repeated requests from the
public and Eastern District Council (EDC), the Planning Department (PlanD)
will commission a consultancy study, namely the Hong Kong Island East
Harbour-front Study, to examine, amongst others, the possibility of creating a
continuous waterfront promenade along the harbourfront of the Hong Kong
Island East, including the construction of a boardwalk underneath the IEC.



We will have regard to the requirements of the PHO and the Court of Final
Appea’s judgement relating to reclamation handed down in January 2004
when examining the boardwalk concept and possible design. The EDC and
the public will be engaged in the Study.

IMPLEMENTATION

7. In summary, enhancement measures for providing more public open
space and improving pedestrian connectivity to and along the harbourfront
have been planned. In the short to medium term, the Aldrich Bay Park and
Quarry Bay Park Phase Il (Stages 2 & 3) in the Eastern District, the temporary
waterfront promenade in CRIII, and the temporary open space at the ex-Gala
Point and the Sun Yat Sen Memorial Park and Swimming Pool Complex in
Sheung Wan would be implemented in 2009 to 2011. Upon completion of
the developments on the former North Point Estate and Oil Street sites, more
open space will be added to North Point. In the long term, about 20 ha of
new waterfront open space/promenade will be created along the new
waterfront in Central, Wan Chai and North Point. After works for transport
infrastructure in the Western District are completed, more land will be
available as open space in the area.

8. The relevant bureaux and departments will work in a coordinated
manner to plan and implement these enhancement measures. For example,
various planning and engineering studies have been undertaken for different
parts of the harbourfront areas which cover, amongst others, harbourfront
enhancement and the provision or improvement of pedestrian links. Input
from relevant departments, including TD and Highways Department (HyD),
are as a matter of practice solicited in the studies and the proposals formulated
would be endorsed by them. The project proponents, namely the relevant
bureau and departments, will take forward the public works projects in the
established manner.

CONCLUSION

9. The Administration is well aware of public aspirations for an
accessible and enjoyable harbourfront and has responded positively in our
planning of the harbourfront. We will continue to make every endeavour to
enhance the waterfront wherever possible. Throughout the planning and
Implementation processes, the community and the HEC have been and will
continue to be engaged.
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Annex | Harbour Planning Principles and Guidelines
AnnexIl  Plans1to3
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