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Member will ask the question in this language
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Water pollution in Deep Bay

Hon WONG Yung-kan (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that in mid-February this year, a piping
incident occurred at the Xiaping Solid Waste Landfill Site in
Shenzhen, which caused large quantities of rubbish and silt
to be discharged into the Buji River and subsequently into
the Shenzhen River, thus threatening the ecological
environment in the Deep Bay area. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

()

apart from setting up 10 observation points along
the Shenzhen River and collecting water samples
daily to monitor the water conditions, whether the
Government has conducted investigations at places
in Hong Kong which are likely to be affected by the
incident, including the Mai Po Nature Reserve, to
ascertain whether or not river-bed sediments and
aquatic life have been contaminated; if it has, of the
findings; if it has not, the justification for that;

given that there are a number of oyster farms in the
Deep Bay area, which is also a popular place for
seafood trading, whether the Government has
conducted sampling checks to ascertain the food
safety of aquatic products there; if so, of the
findings; if not, the reasons for that; and

given the very high ecological value of Mai Po area,
whether the Government has discussed with the
Shenzhen authorities how to prevent the occurrence
of similar incidents, and whether it has formulated
other contingency measures to prevent the
ecological environment there from being ruined?
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Gifts of precious species from the Mainland to the Ocean Park

Hon Jeffrey LAM Kin-fung  (Written Reply)

It has been reported that the Chinese Sturgeon Aquarium of
the Ocean Park (“the Park”) is being converted into a
freshwater exhibit and Chinese sturgeon, a national treasure,
are expected to be on display again upon its re-opening in
summer. Chinese giant salamanders and red pandas, both
of which are national treasures, will also be presented to the
Park by the Central People’s Government (“CPG”) this year
for the appreciation by visitors. In this connection, will the

Government inform this Council:

(@) whether it knows the present condition of the
Chinese sturgeon which were earlier sent from the
Park to Xiamen for treatment and the expected time
of their return to the Park; how the Park ensures that
its staff have enough experience in keeping Chinese
sturgeon to prevent the recurrence of series of

deaths of the Chinese sturgeon;

(b) whether it knows CPG’s plan to present to the Park
Chinese giant salamanders and red pandas,
including the numbers, ages, periods of stay and
time of arrival in Hong Kong of these two types of
national treasures; how the Park will take
complementary measures and ensure that its staff

have enough experience in keeping them; and

(c) what educational activities the Government will
organize to enhance public and visitors’ knowledge

about these national treasures?
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Travel advice

Hon Paul Tse Wai-chun  (Written Reply)

Bomb attacks occurred in Pakistan and Egypt on 6 and 22
February consecutively, and the personal safety of Hong
Kong people who go travelling in such countries may be
threatened. Yet, up to the morning of 23 February, the
Security Bureau had not issued any relevant travel advice.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) of the reasons for the Security Bureau not issuing
the travel advice immediately;

(b) whether the implementation of the five-day week
arrangement has delayed the announcement of travel
advice; and

(c) of the measures currently in place to ensure timely
announcement of travel advice so that the warning
message for outbound travelling can be passed on to
Hong Kong people in time?



