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Member will ask the question in this language
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Measures to tackle the unemployment problem
aggravated by the Influenza A (H1N1) epidemic

Hon IP Wai-ming (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that the Influenza A (H1N1) epidemic
has spread to many countries and regions. As many
students will return to Hong Kong for their summer vacation
from countries such as the United States and Canada, where
the epidemic is serious, it is anticipated that the epidemic
situation in Hong Kong will deteriorate. Members of the
labour sector have relayed to me that the situation will deal a
blow to the tourism industry and the consumer market, and
in turn aggravate the unemployment situation in Hong Kong
further. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council:

@ whether it will employ more people to undertake
anti-epidemic work (e.g. street cleaning, free
household cleaning for the elderly and disabled
persons in need, as well as checking whether
arrivals have influenza symptoms at the airport and
cross-boundary checkpoints), recruit more ward
assistants, enhance medical appointment escorting
service, and create temporary posts for
environmental greening, community betterment and
provision of tourism, leisure, and cultural and arts
services; if it will, of the anticipated numbers of
additional persons employed for the various jobs, as
well as the respective monthly salaries of those
posts; and

(b) whether it will introduce new short-term training
courses for the grass-roots and middle-level
unemployed persons, and provide them with
training allowance, so as to help them change
occupation after training?
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Assistance to the grass-roots who are renting bedspaces and cubicles

(11)

Hon Fred LI Wah-ming (Written Reply)

| have learnt that under the impact of wage reductions,
layoffs as well as rising rents and prices, the grass-roots who
are currently renting cubicles and bedspaces in private
buildings as well as places in singleton hostels are in severe
hardship. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

of the respective numbers of households and
persons currently renting permanent rooms, cubicles,
bedspaces and cocklofts in private buildings,
together with a breakdown, by household size, of
the number of such households and the average
monthly rentals they are paying;

of the respective numbers of applicants currently on
the Hong Kong Housing Authority’s Waiting List
for public rental housing (“PRH”) who are living in
the premises mentioned in (a) above, and their
average waiting time for allocation of PRH flats;

of the current average waiting time for admission to
singleton hostels set up by the Home Affairs
Department, and whether there is a shortage of such
hostel places; and

what measures are in place to ease the aforesaid
difficulty of the grass-roots?
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Waiving the travel agents’ licence fee

Hon Paul TSE Wai-chun (Written Reply)

In reply to my written question on 25 February of this year,
the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development
pointed out that the travel agents’ licence fee was drawn up
on the basis of the “user-pay” principle, and aimed to
recover the cost of the services provided. The Secretary
also undertook to study carefully the proposal to waive the
travel agents’ licence fee. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

what cost items are involved in the licensing
services for travel agents and the relevant details;
whether it has regularly reviewed if the costs are
properly spent; if it has, of the details of the review;
whether it had streamlined in the past three years the
procedure and manpower involved in the services
concerned, so as to increase the room for lowering
the licence fee;

of the progress of the study to waive the travel
agents’ licence fee; when the study outcome will be
available the earliest; whether the Government has
viewed the situation of the substantial decrease in
the number of visitors to Hong Kong due to the
financial tsunami and outbreak of human swine
influenza as the prime factor of consideration in
conducting the study; and

whether it has adopted more measures to assist the
tourism industry in tiding over the double blows of the
financial tsunami and human swine influenza; if it has,
of the details, if not, whether it will expeditiously
formulate and implement the relevant measures?



