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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Monitoring of lift maintenance

Hon James TO Kun-sun (Ora Reply)

The incident of alift in Fu Shin Estate, a public housing estate,
plunging to the ground, which occurred last month, has aroused
public concern about the safety of lifts. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council:

@

(b)

(©

why the Electriclk and Mechanical Services
Department ("EMSD") did not immediately make an
announcement following the occurrence of the
aforesaid serious incident which involved breakage of
suspension ropes of the lift, but confirmed it only
upon media enquiries 10 days later; of the respective
numbers of cases in the past three years in which
owners of lifts or registered lift contractors ("the
contractors') notified and did not notify EMSD
immediately of incidents involving lifts as required by
law, the number of such cases announced by EMSD,
as well as the penalties imposed on those people
convicted on grounds of not immediately making a
notification or other contraventions;

given that currently a single contractor is selected by
tender to undertake maintenance of the liftsin a public
housing estate which were manufactured by different
manufacturers, whether the authorities will review the
arrangement, and whether they will conduct
comprehensive inspections on al the other lifts in
public housing estates which are maintained by the
contractor involved in the above incident; and

how the authorities presently monitor the repair and
maintenance of liftsin various kinds of buildings, and
whether they will step up their monitoring, such as
carrying out surprise checks on the annual safety
inspections conducted by registered lift engineers,
checking if the quality of the parts used by the
contractors meets the statutory requirements and
safety standards, as well as amending existing
guidelines or codes of practice (e.g. to require that the
inspection and maintenance work be carried out by at
least two repair workers, and to introduce a minimum
number of inspection hours, etc.)?



