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#2
f2 fil4 | 2008-11-05 CITY1| CITY| By Celine Sun
Lift that plunged 14 floors passed tests in January

Inspection of 1,000 lifts ordered after elevator plummeted

A lift in a public housing estate that plunged 14 floors - sparking checks on 1,000
similar lifts in housing estates - passed a safety examination in January, officials said
yesterday.

No one was in the lift car on Tal Po's Fu Shin Estate when it made its sudden plunge
but a woman had got out moments earlier after hearing a strange sound.

The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department confirmed yesterday that the lift car,
in Shin Nga House, had plummeted when its speed governor failed to function. Seven
of the car's eight suspension cables were later found to be broken.

The plunge occurred on October 25 but was not disclosed by the department until it was
reported in some newspapers yesterday.

The cause of the accident is still being investigated but the department said yesterday
that damage had been found to the cables, governor, lift car and counterweight. All
other lifts on the estate had been checked and found to be safe.

A woman, who gave her name only as Lau, said she was waiting to take the lift
downstairs with her daughter when she saw the passenger getting out. "She looked
scared and said to me, I might have been trapped in the lift if you didn't press the
button’.  After that, the lift then just fell down,” Ms Lau said.

The department's chief electrical and mechanica engineer, George Ling Kam-hoi, said
that although seven out of eight steel cables broke, safety clamps should have stopped
the lift from falling. He said the bottom of the lift was not damaged, but the pulleys
had come off and crashed onto the top of the lift.

He said any defects should have been noticed in regular checks and inspections.  "Any
damaged parts should be changed first. The engineer responsible for the regular check
should then inform us. After we have checked everything then we will issue
certificates for them."

The Housing Authority yesterday told the two lift companies involved - the maker and
the maintenance provider - to inspect the 1,000-plus lifts of the same type in use in the
city'spublic estates. A report will be submitted to the authority within two days.

A spokesman for the mechanical services department said the incident was a "very rare
case", which was why the department had not revealed it for a week. "We hoped to
inform the public after we completed the investigation,” he said.

The lift, produced and installed by Finland-based manufacturer Kone Elevator, had been

in use on the public estate for 22 years. The company had managed the maintenance
work until July, when the estate owners corporation decided to change to another
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maintenance provider, ThyssenKrupp Elevator Hong Kong, which offered a cheaper
service.

The General Union of Lift and Escalator Employees said the incident could be partly
connected to the standard of service of the maintenance company and possibly alack of
government regulation.

"It's not a normal practice for one company to do maintenance work for elevators made
by another company,” union general secretary Tsang Chi-kong said. The manufacturer
usually had a better understanding of its machines and knew which parts were most
likely to get damaged.

"It's so fortunate there's no injury thistime. The authorities should really take it as an
aert,” hesad.

Last month, about 60 workers of ThyssenKrupp Elevator went on strike in Hung Hom
to demand more staff and higher pay.

Tai Po district councillor Kwan Wing-yip, who examined the site yesterday, said a
human factor could not be ruled out as the breaks in the cables were very close to each
other.

"We suggested to the owners corporation that it should hire a third party to conduct an
independent investigation,” he said.

J ﬁ[?’[ﬂ%— 200811050270110
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#5
fyE ¥y | 2008-11-11 CITY4| CITY| By Martin Wong and Danny Mok
Blaze in lift shaft comes days after checks begin

A fire broke out at the top of a lift shaft in a Tsm Sha Tsui building yesterday
morning, days after the government ordered safety checks on 1,000 lifts across the city
following an accident in Tai Po. The same company, Finland-based manufacturer
Kone Elevator, isinvolved in both incidents.

And last night three members of a family were trapped in a lift on Fu Shin Estate,
the same estate where alift plunged 14 floors on October 25.

Shortly before 1lam, residents of Pacific Mansion, a commercial and business
building on Kimberley Road, detected a burning smell coming from one of the two lifts.
A security guard called fire services officers, who discovered a fire in a room on the
roof that housed the motors and cables for the lifts.

Firemen used an extinguisher to douse the flames. No one was injured, a
government spokesman said.  Police said a short circuit was the suspected cause of the
blaze.

Kone, which is responsible for maintenance of the lifts, sad there had been a
misunderstanding. Asfar as| know, there was no fire but only smoke, service director
Jonny Leung said. And without having to fix anything, the lift works normally.

Officers from the Electrica and Mechanical Services Department were present when
their workers inspected the lift, Mr Leung said.

He said the company was checking whether the incident was caused by something
elseintheroom. There are many things in the machine room, including the building's
electrical cables.

The two lifts resumed service after inspection. A spokesman for the department said
it was checking when Kone last inspected the lift.

In the Fu Shin Estate incident last night, a man surnamed Lau, 33, said alift in Shin
King House had fallen for two feet shortly after he entered on the 33th floor at 8.30pm.
It then came to astandstill. He said he forced open the doors after 10 minutes when no
one had arrived to help so he and his two family members could get out.

Kone produced and installed the lift in Tai Po's Fu Shin Estate that plunged 14 floors
on October 25. No one was in the lift car when it fell, but a woman had got out
moments earlier after hearing a strange sound.

A check found seven of the lift's eight suspension cables were broken, and the speed
governor, lift car and counterweight were damaged.

The company had managed the maintenance work in that case until July, when the

estate owners corporation decided to change to another maintenance provider,
ThyssenKrupp Elevator Hong Kong, which offered a cheaper service.
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That accident, described by the government as a very rare case, raised concerns over
the safety of the 57,000 lifts and 7,000 escal ators used across the city.

Copyright (c) 2008. South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved.
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#6
f2 fil4 | 2008-11-12 CITY4| CITY| By AnitaLam
Broken cable found in Tai Po lift incident

One of the four cables supporting a lift in which five people were trapped in a Tai Po
estate on Sunday has been found to have broken.

The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department revealed the incident, which left
the occupants stranded between the seventh and eighth floors of Wan Lam House, Wan
Tau Tong Estate, after checking the estate's 11 other lifts yesterday.

It was the fourth incident involving lift safety in three weeks, including one on Monday
night at Fu Shin Estate which left a family trapped for at least 10 minutes. On
October 25, alift there plunged 14 floors.

All the other lifts in Wan Tau Tong Estate were found to be safe but Tai Po district
councillor Yu Chi-wing said residents were fearful and some living on the lower floors
preferred to use the stairs.  Officials are investigating the cause of the incident, while
the lift's manufacturer and maintenance provider, Fujitec, will have to submit a report
on the case before next Wednesday. The department has not yet decided if it will order
checks on al other lifts of the same model and age, as it did following the 14-floor
plunge at Fu Shin Estate.

The department said Fujitec workers had spotted the broken cable after staff and
firemen rescued the trapped people on Sunday.

Lo Kok-keung, a mechanical engineer at Hong Kong Polytechnic, said many lifts,
especialy in areas with older buildings, could have similar problems due to poor
mai ntenance.

The department said it had found no mechanical defects in the lift that left the family
stranded at Fu Shin Estate on Monday.

Senior engineer Arthur Wong Kam-hay said the case was a regular lift-trap incident,
triggered by a sensor that could become overly sensitive when the weather changed.

The department said maintenance provider Thyssenkrupp Elevator had already adjusted
the sensorsin the rest of the estate's 34 lifts.
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#16
FZ 4 | 2008-11-15 CITY 1| CITY
Lift safety

Elevator ok, says Housing Department

There was nothing wrong with a lift at Kwun Tong's Tsui Ping South Estate that a
resident said fell three floors, the Housing Department said yesterday. The resident
told Cable TV that when she used the lift in Tsui Hon House on Thursday, it suddenly
fell from the 13th floor to the 10th before continuing to the ground normally. A
department spokesman said all three lifts in the building were inspected yesterday and
no problemswere found. Cheung Chi-fai
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f2 fil4 | 2008-11-24 CITY4| CITY| By Peter So
Lift workers demand strict safety standards

About 100 lift workers staged a protest yesterday to highlight occupational safety
concerns following lift-maintenance accidents earlier this month.

They called for more training, a qualifications framework, the regulation of standard
shift hours and a ban on contractors working alone.

Meanwhile, the government said it would stop using a bunching approach - in which
lift contractors are required to maintain different brands of lift under a single contract -
in tendering for lift-maintenance contracts for government buildings.

A Development Bureau spokesman said the Electrical and Mechanical Services
Department would meet workers' representatives and lift contractors today to review a
code of practice with a view to strengthening safety requirements. He said the
department would also conduct random inspections of lifts in private buildings during
the next three months.

Tsang Chi-kong, secretary of the General Union of Lift and Escalator Employees,
said the government had yet to respond to calls for a qualifications framework, which
would guarantee workers received proper training.

He said the government should strictly enforce regulations governing the frequency
and duration of lift-maintenance procedures for contractors because many had deviated
from the rules to cut costs.

The union welcomed the government initiative to end the bunching approach in
contracting out lift-maintenance services, Mr Tsang said.

Copyright (c) 2008. South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved.
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