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In science, explanations must be based on naturally occurring phenomena. Natural causes are, in
principle, reproducible and therefore can be checked independently by others. If explanations are
based on purported forces that are outside of nature, scientists have no way of either confirming or
disproving those explanations. Any scientific explanation has to be testable — there must be possible
observational consequences that could support the idea but also ones that could refute it. Unless a
proposed explanation is framed in a way that some observational evidence could potentially count
against it, that explanation cannot be subjected to scientific testing.
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