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Responses of the Administration to the major concernsraised by Subcommittee member s and deputations at the meeting on 15
May 2009
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Administration's responses

Major concerns and suggestions raised by
deputations at the meeting on 15 May 2009
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® Reguest for SIL(E) to be built entirely underground.

We note the concerns of the public about the noise and visual
impacts brought about by the proposed railway viaduct. The
MTRCL has incorporated in the scheme views collected in the
previous rounds of public consultation, such as changing the
section of viaduct near Sham Wan Towers at Ap Lei Chau to
tunnel, and to reduce the viaduct along Nam Fung Section by
about 250m. The MTRCL is carrying out the environmental
impact assessment which will cover the construction and
operation stages and recommend associated mitigation measures.
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If SIL(East) is to go totally underground, the railway depot at
Wong Chuk Hang will have to be lowered and render an
additional one million cubic meters of excavation. This will
delay the project implementation by about 3 to 4 years.
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During the construction of the tunnel across Aberdeen Channel,
about two-thirds of the navigation channel will have to be
temporarily closed and severa existing shipyards at the northern
shore of Aberdeen Channel should be permanently resumed to
facilitate the construction works. About 16,000 square meters
of the Police College at Wong Chuk Hang will also need to be
vacated to give way for the tunnel construction. Moreover, the
Ocean Park and Wong Chuk hang stations will become
underground. The level difference between the station platform
and station entrances will become comparatively larger, making
traveling times longer and therefore more inconvenient for the
passengers.
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The MTRCL will strive to improve the viaduct design taking
account of relevant overseas experience and adopt appropriate
mitigation measures to reduce the visual impact of the viaduct.
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Part of the Wong Chuk Hang nullah will be covered to
accommodate the proposed public transport interchange and
Wong Chuk Hang Station.  Environmental impact assessment is
being carried out to assess the associated impact caused to the
egrets dwelling in the area.  Mitigation measures will be
devised to ensure that the proposed works will not give rise to
unacceptable impact to the living habitat of egrets. Preliminary
study revealed that the Wong Chuk Hang nullah is not a breeding
ground of egrets, which live mainly at the downstream section of
the nullah.
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The construction of the viaduct section near the TWGHS
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Jockey Club Rehabilitation Complex was strongly opposed
by its parents committee and management, as they were
worried about the impacts of the noise and vibrations brought
about by railway operation on the inhabitants.
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The deputations demanded for moving the viaduct section
further away from the Rehabilitation Complex, installation of
enclosed noise barriers at the viaduct section, and providing
information on, e.g. the above ground height of the viaduct
section and its distance from the Rehabilitation Complex and
the estimated noise level.
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We note the concerns of the parents of the occupants
accommodated at the JCRC as well as the management of the
JCRC, about the potential impact on the centre brought about by
the rallway. The Government and the MTRCL have been in
close contact with the parents and representatives of the JCRC to
understand their operations, while the JCRC and the parents have
aso pad a visit to the existing railway system to better
understand the railway operations.




Since June 2009, we have been meeting JCRC representatives
and the parents regularly to report on the progress of design
developments. The JCRC and the parents have requested for
the viaduct section to be lowered and moved further away from
the centre, and the provision of anoise enclosure. The MTRCL
Is dtill addressing these requests taking into account the
aignment and geographic constraints and other design
considerations in developing the detailed design of the railway
project.

The MTRCL is carrying out the EIA study, which will include
the viaduct section in the vicinity of the JCRC, to ensure that the
construction and operation of the SIL (East) will comply with the
statutory requirements of the relevant environmental protection
ordinances and codes of practice. Appropriate mitigation
measures, including provision of noise enclosures, will be
provided to ensure compliance with the statutory requirements
and to further minimize the noise impact as much as practical.
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Request for information on the locations of the ventilation
shafts for public consultation.
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The proposed locations of ventilation facilities were included in
the SIL (East) gazetted scheme.
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® Concern about the locations of entrances for stations at South
Horizons and Lel Tung and other suggestions (e.g. providing
additional station entrances at Sham Wan Towers, Wah Kwai,
and Wong Chuk Hang San Wai at Wong Chuk Hang Road).
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The MTRCL and the Southern District Council jointly
organized extensive public consultation exercises from March
to September 2008, including a series of public forums and
roving exhibitions. Meetings with owner’s corporations and
local representatives were held to collect views on the design of
station and entrance locations. The current scheme has
incorporated views as far as practicable collected in these
rounds of public consultation.
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The Government and MTRCL will continue to stay in touch with

the public and the community during the detailed design stage of
the SIL (East).
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® Concern about the impacts of the temporary magazine
proposed at Chung Hom Shan and the proposed barge
loading facility for spoil near Wah Kwai.
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To meet the implementation programme, the MTRCL anticipated
that two blasts per day would be required for the tunnel
excavation. A temporary magazine a& Chung Hom Shan was
proposed to meet the requirement. Comparison among several
alternative sites was made in terms of the accessibility, distance
from nearby residents and the delivery route, etc. The Chung
Hom Shan magazine site is about 250m from Chung Hom Kok
Road and more than 300m from the nearest residential area. Thereis
a slope of about 60 m high separating the proposed site and the
residential area. The site is considered appropriate, as it is
located at a remote site while at the same time accessible by
land-transport.
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We note that members of the public concern about the safety of
the proposed Chung Hom Shan magazine. The MTRCL is
carrying out a quantitative risk assessment (QRA) on the storage,
delivery and use of explosive. The study result will be
examined by Mines Division and form part of the environmental
impact assessment. The MTRCL will also enforce strict risk
control and safety measure in accordance with the requirements
of the “ Dangerous Goods Ordinance”.
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Since the construction of SIL(East) will generate large amount of
excavated materials, the MTRCL proposed to establish two
temporary barging facilities at Tin Wan and Ap Lel Chau for
delivery of the excavated materials by marine transport with a




view to minimizing the road-based traffic impact. Setting up of
two barging facilities can appropriately share the delivery
volume and therefore minimize the traffic impact to different
local communities, especialy on the trunk roads connecting
Southern District and Central or Wanchai.
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We note that the local community is concerned about the
potential traffic impact, air and noise pollution brought about by
the proposed barging point at Tin Wan Praya Road. The
preliminary traffic impact assessment showed that the traffic
impact at Tin Wan Praya Road was within acceptable level.
Regarding the potential air and noise pollution, the MTRCL has
engaged consultants to carry out the environmental impact
assessment (EIA) in accordance with the Environmental Impact
Assessment Ordinance, which covers the holistic assessment of
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the impacts due to the proposed barging point as well as the
nearby facilities. Suitable mitigation measures and temporary
traffic arrangements will be devised to minimize the impacts on
the environment and the community.
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The MTRCL will implement appropriate mitigation measures to
suppress dust nuisance, such as using covered truck, to minimize
the disturbance to the nearby residents. We will continue
liaison with the local community to address their concerns.
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® Request for reconsideration of the provision of a Happy
Valley station.
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We note that the views of the public over a station in Happy
Valley have been divided. As the catchment population of the
station will only be around 19,000, the anticipated patronage is
not high. With the Happy Valley station, the journey time from
South Horizons to Admiralty will be increased which reduce the
cost-effectiveness of the project. The additional excavation will
lengthen the construction period of the entire project from 10
months to 31 months, which is against the strong public
expectation for early completion of SIL(East). On balance, we
consider it not advisable to provide such a station.
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Concern about whether the construction of SIL(E) would
affect the structural stability of Shan On Court buildings and
whether future railway operation and vibrations thus caused
would impact on the facilitiesin Yue On Court.

N ] GRS AR (R B IR TG AR O 8 A B2 E P
2o AE A I 2 S i A R B AR A L R B 2 o S
AR EGE - N2 208 i 2 S Ry R B o 11 I 22 S0 Y
i B R R R ER R B A T TR e E R SRS E AR 2 M B ER
HoBEAREEVREMEESES A EHNR - ERE
SEEBH AL EFERARNE - KM ®RL5E
ERER  AREKEEDSEERRE LEST
AR B T AT S R CR BB 38 5 5 B AF

R = R =
SR RS T (A

T ERYERPE

In the current scheme, SIL (East) will adopt atunnel design at Ap
Lei Chau passing through the gap between Shan On House and
Pik On Houses without affecting the foundations of Yue On
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Court, which are rested on hard rock. Since the ralway
alignment is subject to geographical constraints and technical
considerations as well as bound by existing buildings, it is
difficult to avoid encroachment onto Yu On Court area. The
concerns of the residents of Yue On Court about the noise and
vibration nuisance will be fully addressed in the environmental
impact assessment being carried out.
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Request for taking necessary mitigating measures during
SIL(E) construction to minimize impacts on the traffic and
the environment. Sea transport should be considered for
transporting excavated materials.

27 7 B Bk (R B )R Rl B AT B - BN Al & 1T
Rl Y A2 HE 2 BERE AL 0 w7 AR S K E ] ] X R
W 2258 By s BAE W IE - U 2 HMH B 1Y 205 A £R A
RF 228 22 HF o DUCR S s S i R & -

During the detailed design of SIL(East), the MTRCL will carry
out a comprehensive traffic impact assessment to assess the
traffic impact during construction and operation of the railway
scheme. Mitigation measures and temporary traffic
arrangement will be devised to reduce the overall traffic impact.
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In the current scheme, two temporary barging points were
proposed at Tin Wan Praya Road and Lee Nam Road for delivery
of the excavated materials. This arrangement could greatly
aleviate the pressure on the traffic networks of the Southern
districts as well as trunk road at Central and Wan Chai areas.
Besides, provision of two barging points could effectively divide
the traffic flows among different areas and hence further reduce
the overall traffic impact.
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Request for expeditious implementation of the SIL(E)
proj ect.
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The SIL(East) scheme has been gazetted under the Railway
Ordinance (Cap.519) on 24 and 31 July 2009. We plan to
implement the project swiftly for early commissioning of public
service.
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Request for active consideration of the provision of SIL(W)
to benefit more residents such as those in Wah Fu and Wah
Kwal.
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Upon the completion of SIL(E), we will monitor the transport

and traffic demand in the southern areas and to review the
programme for construction of the SIL(W).
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Request for (i) provision of pedestrian walkways and elevator
systems to connect Ap Lei Chau Estate with the future
SIL(E) stations at South Horizons and (ii) extension of the
existing flyover to link Sham Wan Towers to future station
entrances at WWong Chuk Hang.
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For convenience of the local residents, the gazetted railway
scheme has proposed the construction of a lift and footbridge
connecting the Ap Lel Chau Estate and the proposed South
Horizon station entrance at Yi Nam Road.

AR ik R 5 B R A HE A T 2o Bl R ] R R R 3Rk
KOS A S - HEC RIS EZALR » ek
28 TE » ISR R EE AT ER -

There are two station entrances proposed for Lei Tung station at
the current Lei Tung bus terminus and the Ap Lei Chau Main
Street respectively. These entrances will adequately serve the
majority of the local residents. Together with other means of
transport services available, this will also effectively serve Sham
Wan Tower and the nearby residents.
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Major concerns raised by Subcommittee members in recent
and past discussions
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Administration'sresponses
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residents views on the locations of entrances for station at
South Horizons and L&l Tung In April 2009, the SIL(E) Focus Group of the Southern District
Council together with the local District Councilors had
conducted a survey in South Horizons and Lei Tung about the
locations for the South Horizons Station entrance. More than
80% and 70% of the respondents in South Horizons and Ap Lei
Chau Estate respectively had supported the station entrance in Yi
Nam Road. Regarding the Lei Tung Station entrance, over 80%
of the respondents support the stance entrance near Lei Tung
Estate Shopping Centre.
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to provide information on the implications of the tunnel
option in terms of additional construction time, traffic
impact, ecological/environmental impacts, increase in
traveling time for passengers, and to explain the technical
constraints pertaining to the tunnel option
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We note the concern expressed by some locals over the design of
the SIL(E) project, particularly the proposed viaduct section
between the toll plaza of the Aberdeen Tunnel and Ap Lei Chau.
SIL(E) will provide a fast, efficient and environmental friendly
railways to the sustainable development of the Southern District.
In this regard, the Government and the MTR Corporation
Limited (MTRCL) have held meetings separately with district
councilors, residents and representatives of organisations of the
Southern District for in-depth discussions. MTRCL has
considered tunnel options and found that the viaduct design is
the most practicable option based on the following implications
and drawbacks associated with the change to a tunnd
arrangement,-

1. The depot located in Wong Chuk Hang would need to be
lowered by about 14 metres involving excavation of an
additional one million cubic metres of hard rock inside the
depot site. The extra excavation works will lead to about
three to four years delay in the completion of the railway.

2. About two-thirds of the Aberdeen Channel will have to be
closed for three years to facilitate the construction of tunnel,
leaving only a 35-metre fairway for marine traffic during the
period, which may not be acceptable.

3. The construction of the ventilation buildings and the
floodgate for the tunnel section crossing the Aberdeen
Channel will require the permanent clearance of some
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shipyards on the north shore of the Channel.

4. The two stations of Ocean Park and Wong Chuk Hang will
have to be located underground. The level difference
between the station platform and station entrances will
become comparatively larger, making traveling time longer
and therefore more inconvenient for passengers
accessibility.

5. Approximately 16,000 square metres of land inside the
Hong Kong Police College will be required temporarily for
tunnel construction for at least 3 years;, and the Tactical
Training Complex Building will have to be demolished,
which will affect the operation of the Police College.

In view of the programme implications to the community, the
benefits and impacts to the district, as well as relevant planning
and environmental considerations, the viaduct design is
considered to be a practicable option.

After the public consultation, MTRCL has reduced the length of
the viaduct section near the toll plaza of the Aberdeen Tunnel
and turned the viaduct in the vicinity of Sham Wan Towers
underground. Site visits were aso conducted for the
stakeholders to better understand the design, alignment and
operation of the railways on viaducts, and the drawbacks
associated with the change to a tunnel section. Since SIL (E) isa
designated project under the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) Ordinance, MTRCL has engaged an independent
consultant to conduct the Environmental Impact Assessment. In
the detailed design stage, MTRCL will study various mitigation
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measures, improve the viaduct design and continue to consult the
Southern District Council. Besides, MTRCL will spare no effort
in finding an aesthetically acceptable viaduct structural form in
harmony with the surrounding areas near Aberdeen Toll Plaza
and Wong Chuk Hang. MTRCL will make reference to overseas
examples and improve the viaduct structural form to enhance the
visual appearance. The Government will consult the Advisory
Committee on Appearance of Bridges and Associated Structures
and the Southern District Council during MTRCL's design
development of the viaduct.

The MTRCL is now conducting an environmental impact
assessment (EIA) for the SIL (East) project in accordance with
the Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance. The
MTRCL will draw up appropriate measures to ensure that the
construction and operation of the project will not give rise to
unacceptable impact on the environment and ecology of the
neighbouring areas. Based on preliminary information, the area
of the nullah proposed to be decked is not the downstream mouth
of the nullah frequented by egrets, and that the nullah along
Heung Yip Road is neither a breeding ground of egrets.
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® to consider the installation of enclosed noise barriers at the

viaduct section
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MTRCL is now conducting an EIA for the SIL(E) project. The
design, construction and operation of the proposed railway
project have to be in accordance the requirements stipulated in
the EIA Ordinance. Suitable mitigation measures, including the
provisions of noise barriers in the viaduct section, have to be
provided where required.
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to address concern about the impact of SIL(E) on other
public transport modes, e.g. the green minibus and the red
minibus trades and taxis. The Administration was requested
to conduct a detailed assessment of the overall impact on the
road transport mode and to work out mitigating measures to

reduce the adverse impact on the affected public transport
modes"
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Transport Department is already aware the requirements of the
local residents in Aberdeen, Wah Fu and Cyber Port for

connecting transport services to the rail stations of SIL(E). Prior
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! The Administration's response on the assessment of the impact of SIL(E) on other public transport modes was included in an information paper submitted to the Subcommittee

in January 2008 (L.C Paper No. CB(1)520/07-08(03))
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to the operation of SIL(E), a comprehensive study to assess the
Impacts on the road transport due to SIL(E) railway projects will
be conducted to establish a detailed plan for the public transport
services so that effective public transport network that suits the
requirement of the users will be provided. In order to avoid
unnecessary competition and to enable the recourses are more
effectively used, priority will be given to the utilizing or
improving the public transport services facilities for the
connecting services to the rail stations while establishing the
detailed plan for public transport services. New bus and green
mini bus route services will also be considered when required.
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to consider Hon Albert CHAN's suggestion that arbitration
and mediation should be used as far as possible in handling
land resumption issues
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According to the proposed scheme, only two private lots will be
required for partial land resumption and no buildings will be
affected. Land resumption issues will be handled in accordance
with the current Railways Ordinance.
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® to provide information on the projected patronage of SIL(E) | About 170,000 passengers are expected to travel daily on the
and land use planning in the Southern District® SIL (East) in 2016.
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Council Business Division 1
Legidative Council Secretariat
2009F9H16H

16 September 2009
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2 Information on the projected patronage of SIL(E) and land use planning in the Southern District was also provided in the above Administration's paper (LC Paper No.
CB(1)520/07-08(03))
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