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The West Kowloon Stories —
Place making with Site Specific
Features and Arts

F17 AT S R

Too many places are only creating a sense of
placelessness — void of history, locality, or
community for people to make connections. These
places are teaching individualism, indifference
and ignorance.
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David Orr (Ecological Literacy)




» Culture is about a place and its people.
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» This is an attempt to explore the stories of
West Kowloon Cultural District through site
specific arts and features, hopefully these
stories can be told to make this a place as
it facilitates connections and communities.
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1. The constructed ;;%elﬂg

— The Reclamation Garden 475% "/
— The buildings g#Z&7%

2. The Water 7
—  Greywater and retention ponds”j- 1= * 2 -<I
— Wetland features J§9F | i Frt

3. The Boat Schoolsg{’fL/
4. The Shoreline and the Time line &4/ 8




1.The constructed £

1.1 The reclamation
garden B3E g
Land-making materials cored
out 3T E A=
On the ground are words of
white metal inlays reporting
materials used and their
places of origin. 7 A= =) =g
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1.2 The Buildings’ Stories
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labels/illustrations to tell the matters and
processes involved in the creation, construction
and the functioning of these buildings. &1 * [
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“No ugliness—human or otherwise, here or
elsewhere, now or in the future.” 75% A_Lll’ﬁ’ﬁﬁ iﬁf“i
Sf <SPy, TE|CSBERE  (Orrs plead)

High performance-low impact building #5%- (%
b P
Say: Earthen House 7|i: + #} (e.g. Chapel of
Reconciliation in Berlin, Fujian Earthen Houses)




Chapel of Reconciliation in Berlin
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2. Tales of the Waters 7<%

» City dwellers tend to obliviate where water
is from and where does it flow, for these
are hidden from our sight H&f JHY =355
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Traffic and human presence WI|| bring
environmental pressure to the immediate
body of water and add load to the water
cleansing system EBTIVI LI fﬁﬁ“ EL TR
TR FNE ~fs 25k Hj\ B

2.1Greywater-stormwater Retention
Ponds and wetlands*;«vj‘—ﬁrj‘% 7B~ 184
=K 7 Returning the water clean and bringing

back the local ecological history to life —
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Greywater and stormwater retention pond can daylight
these processes and deal with them on location. 7“ }q
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A Wetland system of native phyto-remediating plants
cleanses the water to help alluviate the environmental
pressurei&ﬁm“@ref JopuT 4 R B 3 Y
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a show of community spirit with nature by re-
mtroduuhng a local habltatlof[the once- u on ?’ftﬁlr;e "
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Spadina Quay Wetland




3. The Boat Schools
A reminder that we once received
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Boat Schools delivered education and medical
services to families living in house-boats. These
boat-schools included Proclaiming Primary
School (r’*ﬁjat’ -] 22) which docked at YauMaTei
typhoon shelter during the 60s.73 # o = (45 =
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A boatframe within the International
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What's insideﬁ*jﬁﬁ |

Permanent exhibition< #5[#": Boat School
Daysffi - Siaf 1

Participative storytelling — In search of these
Boat students

Environmental art centre: artist studios, open
studios and exhibition spaces (with special
provisions for the local West Kowloon
communities and kids) %ﬁz@fﬁlmi—iﬁj [BH
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4. From the sea, Kwun Chung to
West Kowloon Cultural District
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White metal inlays marking the time of change along
the imaginary stream of Kwun Chung [ I & g 34~
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Drawing 3: Time line illusirating significant changes happened along a juie rope.




Everything can tell a story, if we are willing to listen
and are willing to give them room to speak.
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