
- 369 - 
 

LC Paper No. CB(3) 684/08-09 

 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES 

 
No. 29 

 
___________ 

 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20 May 2009 at 11:00 am 

 
___________ 

 
 

Members present: 
 
President 
The Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, GBS, JP 
 
The Hon Albert HO Chun-yan 
 
Ir Dr the Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai, SBS, S.B.St.J., JP 
 
The Hon LEE Cheuk-yan 
 
Dr the Hon David LI Kwok-po, GBM, GBS, JP 
 
The Hon Fred LI Wah-ming, JP 
 
Dr the Hon Margaret NG 
 
The Hon James TO Kun-sun 
 
The Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong 
 
The Hon CHAN Kam-lam, SBS, JP 
 
The Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, GBS, JP 
 
The Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung 
 
Dr the Hon Philip WONG Yu-hong, GBS 
 



- 370 - 
 

The Hon LAU Kong-wah, JP 
 
The Hon LAU Wong-fat, GBM, GBS, JP 
 
The Hon Miriam LAU Kin-yee, GBS, JP 
 
The Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP 
 
The Hon Andrew CHENG Kar-foo 
 
The Hon Timothy FOK Tsun-ting, GBS, JP 
 
The Hon TAM Yiu-chung, GBS, JP 
 
The Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him, SBS, JP 
 
The Hon LI Fung-ying, BBS, JP 
 
The Hon Tommy CHEUNG Yu-yan, SBS, JP 
 
The Hon Albert CHAN Wai-yip 
 
The Hon Frederick FUNG Kin-kee, SBS, JP 
 
The Hon Audrey EU Yuet-mee, SC, JP 
 
The Hon WONG Kwok-hing, MH 
 
The Hon LEE Wing-tat 
 
Dr the Hon Joseph LEE Kok-long, JP 
 
The Hon Jeffrey LAM Kin-fung, SBS, JP 
 
The Hon Andrew LEUNG Kwan-yuen, SBS, JP 
 
The Hon Alan LEONG Kah-kit, SC 
 
The Hon LEUNG Kwok-hung 
 
The Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming, SBS, JP 
 
The Hon WONG Ting-kwong, BBS 
 
The Hon Ronny TONG Ka-wah, SC 



- 371 - 
 

The Hon CHIM Pui-chung 
 
Prof the Hon Patrick LAU Sau-shing, SBS, JP 
 
The Hon KAM Nai-wai, MH 
 
The Hon Cyd HO Sau-lan 
 
The Hon Starry LEE Wai-king 
 
Dr the Hon LAM Tai-fai, BBS, JP 
 
The Hon CHAN Hak-kan 
 
The Hon Paul CHAN Mo-po, MH, JP 
 
The Hon CHAN Kin-por, JP 
 
The Hon Tanya CHAN 
 
Dr the Hon Priscilla LEUNG Mei-fun 
 
Dr the Hon LEUNG Ka-lau 
 
The Hon CHEUNG Kwok-che 
 
The Hon WONG Sing-chi 
 
The Hon WONG Kwok-kin, BBS 
 
The Hon WONG Yuk-man 
 
The Hon IP Wai-ming, MH 
 
The Hon IP Kwok-him, GBS, JP 
 
The Hon Mrs Regina IP LAU Suk-yee, GBS, JP 
 
Dr the Hon PAN Pey-chyou 
 
The Hon Paul TSE Wai-chun 
 
Dr the Hon Samson TAM Wai-ho, JP 



- 372 - 
 

Members absent: 
 
The Hon WONG Yung-kan, SBS, JP 
 
The Hon Vincent FANG Kang, SBS, JP 
 
 
 

Public officers attending: 
 
The Hon Michael SUEN Ming-yeung, GBS, JP 
The Chief Secretary for Administration and 
Secretary for Education 
 
The Hon John TSANG Chun-wah, JP 
The Financial Secretary 
 
The Hon Stephen LAM Sui-lung, JP 
Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs 
 
The Hon Denise YUE Chung-yee, GBS, JP 
Secretary for the Civil Service 
 
The Hon TSANG Tak-sing, JP 
Secretary for Home Affairs 
 
The Hon Matthew CHEUNG Kin-chung, GBS, JP 
Secretary for Labour and Welfare 
 
Ms Julia LEUNG Fung-yee, JP 
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury 
 
The Hon Mrs Carrie LAM CHENG Yuet-ngor, JP 
Secretary for Development 
 
The Hon Eva CHENG, JP 
Secretary for Transport and Housing 
 
The Hon Mrs Rita LAU NG Wai-lan, JP 
Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development 
 

 
 



- 373 - 
 

Clerks in attendance: 
 
Ms Pauline NG Man-wah, Secretary General 
 
Mrs Vivian KAM NG Lai-man, Assistant Secretary General (2) 
 
Mrs Justina LAM CHENG Bo-ling, Assistant Secretary General (3) 
 
Mrs Percy MA, Assistant Secretary General (Special Duties) 



- 374 - 
 

   Tabling of Papers 
 
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules of 
Procedure: 
 
 
Subsidiary Legislation / Instruments         L.N. No. 
 
1. Road Tunnels (Government) (Amendment) Regulation 2009 

(gazetted on 15.5.2009) 
 

96/2009

2. Eastern Harbour Crossing Road Tunnel (Amendment) 
Regulation 2009 (gazetted on 15.5.2009) 
 

97/2009

3. Tate’s Cairn Tunnel (Amendment) Regulation 2009 (gazetted 
on 15.5.2009) 
 

98/2009

4. Specification of Public Office Notice 2009 (gazetted on 
15.5.2009) 
 

99/2009

5. Shipping and Port Control (Amendment) Regulation 2009 
(gazetted on 15.5.2009) 
 

100/2009

6. Merchant Shipping (Registration) (Fees and Charges) 
(Amendment) Regulation 2009 (gazetted on 15.5.2009) 
 

101/2009

7. Merchant Shipping (Seafarers) (Fees) (Amendment) 
Regulation 2009 (gazetted on 15.5.2009) 
 

102/2009

8. Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (Fees) (Amendment) 
Regulation 2009 (gazetted on 15.5.2009) 
 

103/2009

9. Tsing Ma Control Area (General) (Amendment) Regulation 
2009 (gazetted on 15.5.2009) 
 

104/2009

10. Practising Certificate (Solicitors) (Amendment) Rules 2009 
(gazetted on 15.5.2009) 
 

105/2009

11. Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Ordinance 2008 
(Commencement) Notice (gazetted on 15.5.2009) 
 
 

106/2009

Other Papers 

No. 92 - The Government Minute in response to the Report No. 51 of the Public 
Accounts Committee dated February 2009 (published on 20.5.2009) 
 

No. 93 - Supplemental Report of the Public Accounts Committee on Report No. 51
of the Director of Audit on the Results of Value for Money Audits
(May 2009 - P.A.C. Report No. 51A) (published on 20.5.2009) 
 

Report of the Bills Committee on Road Traffic (Driving-offence Points) (Amendment) 
Bill 2009 (published on 19.5.2009) 
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   Addresses 
 
The Chief Secretary for Administration addressed the Council on the Government 
Minute in response to the Report No. 51 of the Public Accounts Committee dated 
February 2009. 
 
Dr Hon Philip WONG, Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, addressed the 
Council on the Committee’s Report No. 51A. 
 
 
 

   Questions 
 
1.  Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO asked Question 1. 

 
The Secretary for Development replied. 
 
Two Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for 
Development replied. 
 
 

2.  Hon Ronny TONG asked Question 2. 
 
The Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development replied. 
 
Five Members asked supplementary questions. The Secretary for Commerce 
and Economic Development and the Secretary for Development replied. 
 
 

3.  Hon Mrs Regina IP asked Question 3. 
 
The Secretary for the Civil Service replied. 
 
Four Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for the Civil 
Service replied. 
 
 

4.  Hon Audrey EU asked Question 4. 
 
The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs replied. 
 
Five Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for 
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs replied. 
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5.  Dr Hon PAN Pey-chyou asked Question 5. 
 
The Secretary for Labour and Welfare replied. 
 
Five Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for Labour 
and Welfare replied. 
 
 

6.  Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG asked Question 6. 
 
The Secretary for Home Affairs replied. 
 
Five Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for Home 
Affairs replied. 
 

Written replies to Questions 7 to 20 were tabled for Members’ information. 
 
 
 

   Bills 
 
Road Traffic (Driving-offence Points) (Amendment) Bill 2009 
 

 Resumption of Second Reading debate 
 
The debate on the Second Reading which was moved on 4 February 2009 resumed. 
 
Hon Miriam LAU, Chairman of the Bills Committee on Road Traffic (Driving-
offence Points) (Amendment) Bill 2009, addressed the Council on the Committee’s 
Report.  After the address, she spoke on the Bill in her personal capacity as a Member. 
 
Four Members spoke on the Bill. 
 
The Secretary for Transport and Housing replied. 
 
Question on the Second Reading put and agreed to. 
 
Bill read the second time and committed to a committee of the whole Council. 
 
 
 Committee Stage 
 
The Council went into Committee and considered the Road Traffic (Driving-offence 
Points) (Amendment) Bill 2009. 
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Question that clauses 1 to 6 stand part of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
The Council then resumed. 
 
 
Third Reading 
 
The Secretary for Transport and Housing reported that 
 
 the Road Traffic (Driving-offence Points) (Amendment) Bill 2009 
 
had passed through the Committee without amendment.  She moved that the Bill be 
read the third time and do pass. 
 
Question on the Third Reading proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
Bill read the third time and passed. 
 
 
 

   Motions 
 
Proposed resolution under the Education Ordinance 
 
The Secretary for Education moved the following motion and spoke on the motion: 
 
RESOLVED that section 40BK(3)(a) of the Education Ordinance (Cap. 279) be 
amended by repealing “1 July 2009” and substituting “1 July 2011”. 
 
While the Secretary for Education was speaking, the President left the chair at 
2:20 pm temporarily and the President’s Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair. 
 
Question on the motion proposed. 
 
Five Members spoke on the motion. 
 
The Secretary for Education replied. 
 
Question on the motion put and agreed to. 
  
 
Proposed resolution under the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 
 
The Secretary for Development moved the motion in Appendix I and spoke on the 
motion. 
 
Question on the motion proposed. 
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Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO spoke on the motion as the Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Building (Minor Works) Regulation. 
 
Three Members spoke on the motion. 
 
The Secretary for Development replied. 
 
Question on the motion put and agreed to. 
 
 
 

   Members’ Motions 
 
Urging enterprises to fulfill their social responsibility 
 
Hon CHAN Kam-lam moved the following motion and spoke on the motion: 
 
That, amid the financial tsunami, the general public of Hong Kong are stoically facing 
up to economic hardship, yet some enterprises have still effected layoffs and pay cuts 
despite making huge profits, and fail to go through the hard times with the public; on 
the other hand, the management and major shareholders of individual enterprises have 
recklessly resorted to various ploys to maximize their private interests, while the 
interests of minority shareholders are left unprotected; as such, this Council urges the 
Government to create a favourable environment for enterprises to fulfill their social 
responsibility, implement employment training programmes, and support those 
enterprises which are in difficulty, while at the same time discussing with the business 
sector to urge enterprises that, in seeking to make profits, they must also take into 
account the overall interests of the community, enhance the transparency of corporate 
decision making, strengthen communication with their employees, fulfill their social 
responsibility and must not effect layoffs and pay cuts, so as to safeguard the rights 
and interests of employees and minority shareholders. 
 
At 3:29 pm, while Hon CHAN Kam-lam was speaking, the President resumed the 
chair. 
 
Question on Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s motion proposed. 
 
The President stated that nine Members intended to move amendments to the motion. 
In accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the motion and the nine amendments 
would be debated together in a joint debate. 
 
Hon WONG Sing-chi, Hon Tommy CHEUNG, Hon CHEUNG Kwok-che,  
Hon Alan LEONG, Hon Mrs Regina IP, Hon Ronny TONG, Hon IP Wai-ming, 
Hon LEUNG Kwok-hung and Hon LEE Cheuk-yan, who intended to move 
amendments to the motion, spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
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The Secretary for Labour and Welfare and the Secretary for Financial Services and the 
Treasury spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Eight Members spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Hon CHAN Kam-lam spoke on the amendments. 
 
The Secretary for Labour and Welfare and the Secretary for Financial Services and the 
Treasury spoke again. 
 
Hon WONG Sing-chi moved the following amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s 
motion: 
 
To delete “,” after “That” and substitute with “the enterprises in Hong Kong possess a 
weak sense of fulfilling social responsibility and employers do not pay enough 
attention to labour rights and interests, and”; and to add “as well as to legislate afresh 
to protect employees’ right to collective bargaining, and amend the Employment 
Ordinance to prohibit employers from dismissing their employees under unfair 
circumstances,” after “not effect layoffs and pay cuts,”. 
 
Question on Hon WONG Sing-chi’s amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s motion 
proposed and put. 
 
Hon Tommy CHEUNG claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 19 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, 11 against it 
and three abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical 
constituencies through direct elections, 27 were present, 18 were in favour of the 
amendment, one against it and seven abstained.  (Voting record in Appendix II.)  
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of 
Members present, he declared that the amendment was negatived. 
 
Hon Miriam LAU rose to move the following motion without notice: 
 
That in the event of further divisions in relation to the motion on “Urging enterprises 
to fulfill their social responsibility” or amendments thereto, the Council do proceed to 
each of such divisions after the division bell has been rung for one minute. 
 
Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
Hon Tommy CHEUNG moved the following amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s 
motion: 
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To delete “amid” after “That,” and substitute with “as”; to add “has not yet come to a 
halt” after “tsunami”; to delete “are” after “Hong Kong” and substitute with “still have 
to”; to add “encourage enterprises to fulfill more social responsibility under the 
principle that it is performed on a voluntary basis and within their ability, and 
actively” after “the Government to”; to delete “enhance” after “the community,” and 
substitute with “such as enhancing”; to delete “strengthen” after “decision making,” 
and substitute with “strengthening”; to add “and making every effort to” after “their 
employees,”; and to delete “and must not effect layoffs and pay cuts, so as to 
safeguard” before “the rights” and substitute with “; the Government should also 
actively assist enterprises in expanding their business and enhancing corporate 
governance, so that layoffs and pay cuts will not be effected as far as possible, thereby 
safeguarding”. 
 
Question on Hon Tommy CHEUNG’s amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s motion 
proposed and put. 
 
Hon CHAN Kam-lam claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 19 were present, 13 were in favour of the amendment, two against it 
and four abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical 
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 14 were in favour of the 
amendment, two against it and 11 abstained.  (Voting record in Appendix III.)  Since 
the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members 
present, he declared that the amendment was negatived. 
 
Hon CHEUNG Kwok-che moved the following amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-
lam’s motion: 
 
To delete “, amid the financial tsunami, the general public of Hong Kong are stoically 
facing up to economic hardship” after “That” and substitute with “the unemployment 
rate has risen further recently”; and to add “implement a quota system for employing 
people with disabilities in government departments, public organizations and welfare 
agencies first and then extend the system to the private sector,” after “enterprises to 
fulfill their social responsibility,”. 
 
Question on Hon CHEUNG Kwok-che’s amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s 
motion proposed and put. 
 
Hon CHAN Kam-lam claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
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The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 19 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment, nine against it 
and two abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies 
through direct elections, 28 were present, 25 were in favour of the amendment and 
two against it.  (Voting record in Appendix IV.)  Since the question was not agreed by 
a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the 
amendment was negatived. 
 
Hon Alan LEONG moved the following amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s 
motion: 
 
To delete “amid the” after “That,” and substitute with “in facing the once-in-a-
century”; to delete “and” after “effected layoffs” and substitute with “,”; to add “and 
rent increases against the market trend” before “despite”; to add “and small business 
operators” after “the public”; to add “show understanding for the operating difficulties 
of small business operators,” after “their employees,”; to delete “and” after “effect 
layoffs” and substitute with “,”; to add “and rent increases” before “, so as to”; and to 
add “, small business operators” after “interests of employees”. 
 
Question on Hon Alan LEONG’s amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s motion 
proposed and put. 
 
Hon Jeffrey LAM claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 18 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment, six against it 
and four abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical 
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 26 were in favour of the 
amendment and one abstained.  (Voting record in Appendix V.)  Since the question 
was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he 
declared that the amendment was negatived. 
 
Hon Mrs Regina IP moved the following amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s 
motion: 
 
To add “private” after “yet some”; to delete “on the other hand,” after “with the 
public;”; to add “even disregarded the interests of minority shareholders and” after 
“individual enterprises have”; to delete “private interests, while the interests of 
minority shareholders are left unprotected; as such” after “maximize their” and 
substitute with “interests; on the other hand, dozens of public organizations in Hong 
Kong, some being statutory bodies, provide important public services in areas 
including housing, transportation, exhibition and financial services, etc; the funding 
for such organizations is mostly provided by the Government in full or in part, and 
some of them are able to self-finance by imposing levies or other charges as 
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authorized by legislation; it is learnt that in determining the pay and bonus for the 
management of these public organizations, their profitability is one of the important 
criteria for measuring performance, causing some public organizations to fully strive 
to expand and compete with the private sector for profits, hence disregarding the 
purposes of their establishment, social justice and the interests of the public; 
furthermore, as scandals of abuse of public money and mismanagement of public 
organizations have been repeatedly reported in recent years, the public have become 
increasingly concerned whether the scope of work and operational philosophy of such 
organizations have departed from the duties and responsibilities laid down for them by 
the Government at the time of their establishment; in view of this”; to add “private” 
after “environment for”; to delete “enhance” after “the community,” and substitute 
with “including enhancing”; to delete “strengthen” after “decision making,” and 
substitute with “strengthening”; to delete “, fulfill their social responsibility and must 
not effect” after “their employees” and substitute with “and not effecting”; to add “as 
far as possible” before “, so as to”; and to add “; on the other hand, the Government 
should formulate guiding principles for the management of public organizations, 
develop indicators for ‘corporate social responsibility’, and peg the pay/bonus for the 
remunerated directors and senior executives of public organizations to such 
indicators” immediately before the full stop. 
 
Question on Hon Mrs Regina IP’s amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s motion 
proposed and put. 
 
Hon IP Wai-ming claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 19 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment; three against 
it and nine abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical 
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 23 were in favour of the 
amendment, two against it and two abstained.  (Voting record in Appendix VI.)  Since 
the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members 
present, he declared that the amendment was negatived. 
 
Hon Ronny TONG moved the following amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s 
motion: 
 
To add “make reference to the ten principles for corporate governance under the 
United Nations Global Compact when rewriting the company laws to formulate clear 
guiding principles and promote them extensively in Hong Kong, with a view to 
enhancing a culture of good corporate governance in Hong Kong, as well as to” after 
“the Government to”. 
 
Question on Hon Ronny TONG’s amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s motion 
proposed and put. 
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Hon Tommy CHEUNG claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 19 were present, five were in favour of the amendment; eight against it 
and six abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies 
through direct elections, 28 were present, 19 were in favour of the amendment, one 
against it and seven abstained.  (Voting record in Appendix VII.)  Since the question 
was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he 
declared that the amendment was negatived. 
 
Hon IP Wai-ming moved the following amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s 
motion: 
 
To delete “implement” after “enterprises to fulfill their social responsibility,” and 
substitute with “including: (a) setting an example by making labour protection a major 
tender assessment criterion when inviting tenders for government service contracts; 
(b) proactively organizing employers’ associations, labour groups and non-
government organizations, etc to study and promote the direction and specific 
proposals for corporate social responsibility; (c) considering legislating to require 
enterprises to publish annual reports on corporate social responsibility to reflect their 
work in promoting social responsibility and the effectiveness of their social 
responsibility-related investments; (d) implementing”; to delete “, and support” after 
“employment training programmes” and substitute with “; and (e) supporting”; and to 
delete “,” after “difficulty” and substitute with “;”. 
 
Question on Hon IP Wai-ming’s amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s motion 
proposed and put. 
 
Hon Tommy CHEUNG claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 19 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment; eight against 
it and four abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical 
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 24 were in favour of the 
amendment, one against it and two abstained.  (Voting record in Appendix VIII.)  
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members 
present, he declared that the amendment was negatived. 
 
Hon LEUNG Kwok-hung moved the following amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-
lam’s motion: 
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To delete “discussing with the business sector to urge enterprises that, in seeking to 
make profits, they must also take into account the overall interests of the community,” 
after “at the same time” and substitute with “urging enterprises to”; to delete “must” 
after “social responsibility and”; to add “to” after “not”; and to delete “, so as to 
safeguard the rights and interests of employees and minority shareholders” 
immediately before the full stop and substitute with “; enterprises should also have 
regard to the needs of the socially disadvantaged groups, establish a partnering 
relationship with community stakeholders, treat their employees well and safeguard 
labour rights and interests, as well as accord priority to the overall interests of the 
community, so that they can integrate into the community and be accepted by the 
public”. 
 
Question on Hon LEUNG Kwok-hung’s amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s 
motion proposed and put. 
 
Hon IP Kwok-him claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 19 were present, four were in favour of the amendment; nine against it 
and six abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies 
through direct elections, 28 were present, 18 were in favour of the amendment and 
nine abstained.  (Voting record in Appendix IX.)  Since the question was not agreed 
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the 
amendment was negatived. 
 
When being called to move his amendment to Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s motion, 
Hon LEE Cheuk-yan said that he would not move the amendment. 
  
Hon CHAN Kam-lam replied. 
 
Question on Hon CHAN Kam-lam’s motion put. 
 
Hon LEE Cheuk-yan claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 19 were present, 11 were in favour of the motion, one against it and 
seven abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies 
through direct elections, 28 were present, 26 were in favour of the motion and one 
abstained.  (Voting record in Appendix X.)  Since the question was agreed by a 
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the motion 
was passed. 
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Promoting the development of the testing and certification industry in Hong Kong 
 
Hon Andrew LEUNG moved the following motion and spoke on the motion: 
 
That Hong Kong has a professional and established testing and certification industry 
which brings substantial benefits to our economy and helps safeguard the interests of 
consumers both locally and overseas; in this connection, this Council urges the 
Government to grasp the market opportunities and draw up a comprehensive plan to 
facilitate the growth of this industry by: 
 
(a) outsourcing more government testing services to private laboratories; 
 
(b) promoting the service of the industry in the Mainland and in the region; 
 
(c) strengthening the local accreditation system to enable the industry to engage in a 

wider range of testing services; 
 
(d) reinforcing the reputation of the industry by concluding more mutual recognition 

agreements overseas; and 
 
(e) widening the scope of food testing in the interests of consumers. 
 
While Hon Andrew LEUNG was speaking, the President left the chair at 7:02 pm 
temporarily and the President’s Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair. 
 
Question on Hon Andrew LEUNG’s motion proposed. 
 
The President’s Deputy stated that two Members would move amendments to the 
motion.  In accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the motion and the two 
amendments would be debated together in a joint debate. 
 
Hon Tommy CHEUNG and Hon Fred LI, who would move amendments to the 
motion, spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
The Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development spoke on the motion and 
the amendments. 
 
Hon Jeffrey LAM declared that he was a non-remunerated director of the Hong Kong 
Standards and Testing Centre.  He then spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Four Members spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Hon Andrew LEUNG spoke on the amendments. 
 
The Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development spoke again. 
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At 8:12 pm, while the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development was 
speaking, the President resumed the chair. 
 
Hon Tommy CHEUNG moved the following amendment to Hon Andrew LEUNG’s 
motion: 
 
To add “recently the Task Force on Economic Challenges has identified the testing 
and certification industry as one of the six economic areas where Hong Kong has 
enormous potential for development and considered that this industry could benefit 
Hong Kong’s economy in the medium and long term; moreover,” after “That”; to add 
“striving to further relax the restrictions on the industry to establish businesses in the 
Mainland under the Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership 
Arrangement and” after “(b)”; to delete “; and” after “agreements overseas” and 
substitute with “so as to enhance international confidence in export products 
manufactured in Hong Kong and the Mainland;”; and to add “; (f) introducing tax 
incentives and other encouragement policies to enhance the development of the 
industry; and (g) discussing with local institutes and organizations to encourage them 
to provide more testing-and-certification-related training programmes to ease the 
shortage of specialists in the industry” immediately before the full stop. 
 
Question on Hon Tommy CHEUNG’s amendment to Hon Andrew LEUNG’s motion 
proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
As Hon Tommy CHEUNG’s amendment had been passed, the President granted leave 
for Hon Fred LI to revise the terms of his amendment. 
 
Hon Fred LI moved the following further amendment to Hon Andrew LEUNG’s 
motion as amended by Hon Tommy CHEUNG, and explained the revised terms of his 
amendment to the Council: 
 
To add “; and (h) allocating more resources to the Hong Kong Accreditation Service 
for providing new accreditation service for food manufacturing process and 
establishing a certification system for organic food to facilitate consumers to 
recognize such products” immediately before the full stop. 
 
Question on Hon Fred LI’s amendment to Hon Andrew LEUNG’s motion as amended 
by Hon Tommy CHEUNG proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
Hon Andrew LEUNG replied. 
 
Question on Hon Andrew LEUNG’s motion as amended by Hon Tommy CHEUNG 
and Hon Fred LI put and agreed to. 
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Next meeting 
 
The President declared that the next meeting of the Council would be held on 
27 May 2009 at 11:00 am. 
 
The Council was adjourned at 8:32 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (Jasper TSANG Yok-sing) 
President 

19 June 2009 
 
Council Chamber 
Hong Kong 
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