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Principal Assistant Secretary for Food and
Health (Food) 2

Deputy Director of Food and Environmental
Hygiene (Environmental Hygiene)

Principal Assistant Secretary for Financial
Services and the Treasury (Financial
Services)4

Official Receiver, Official Receiver’s Office
Chief Treasury Accountant, Official
Receiver’s Office

Chief Council Secretary (1)5

Senior Council Secretary (1)4
Senior Legislative Assistant (1)1
Legislative Assistant (1)2

The Chairman drew members' attention to an information paper
(ECI1(2008-09)12) provided by the Administration, which set out the latest changes
in the directorate establishment approved since 2002.

EC(2008-09)19

Proposed creation of one permanent post of Assistant
Director of Municipal Services (D2)

in Food and

Environmental Hygiene Department to be offset by the
deletion of one permanent post of Administrative Officer
Staff Grade C (D2) to rationalise the directorate
structure in the Environmental Hygiene Branch

2. The Chairman informed the meeting that the Panel on Food Safety and
Environmental Hygiene was consulted on the staffing proposal at its meeting on
9 December 2008, and members did not raise objection to the proposal.

3. The item was voted on and endorsed.
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EC(2008-09)20 Proposed downgrading of one permanent post of
Assistant Director of Accounting Services (D2) to Chief
Treasury Accountant (D1) in Official Receiver’s Office to
rationalise the directorate structure of the Financial
Services Division to reflect changes in responsibilities and
workload

4. The Chairman apprised the meeting that the Panel on Financial Affairs was
consulted on the staffing proposal at its meeting on 5 January 2009, and members
did not raise objection to the proposal.

5. While supporting the staffing proposal, Dr Margaret NG was concerned
whether this proposal would have any impact on the manpower resources available
in the Official Receiver's Office (ORO) for the work related to the legislative
amendments for introduction of the corporate rescue scheme (CRS). Dr NG
recalled that the scrutiny of the relevant bill for introduction of CRS had been held
in abeyance years ago to allow time for the Administration to consult parties
concerned on details of the scheme. She was concerned about the consultation
work and the time table for introducing the legislative amendments.

6. In response, the Official Receiver said that ORO was examining issues
related to the introduction of CRS, and the current staffing proposal would not have
any impact on the manpower resources for the task. The Principal Financial
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury (Financial Services)4 (PAS(FS)4)
supplemented that the Administration was actively reviewing the issue of CRS,
making reference to overseas practices, with a view to drawing up a proposal for
public consultation as soon as possible. PAS(FS)4 advised that she was unable to
provide an exact timeframe for introduction of CRS at the present stage, as the time
required for preparation of the legislative amendments would hinge on the study of
relevant overseas practices, as well as the views and/or suggestions received during
the consultation. The Administration would arrange to brief the relevant
Legislative Council Panel on the legislative proposal at an appropriate time.

7. The item was voted on and endorsed.

8. The Subcommittee was adjourned at 9:40 am.
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