Replies to initial written questions raised by Finance Committee Members
in examining the Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Director of Bureau : Secretary for the Environment
Session No. : 12

uestion
R_eply Q . Name of Member Head Programme
Serial No. | Serial No.

ENBO0O1 0382  |CHAN Hak-kan 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO002 0383  |CHAN Hak-kan 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO003 0384  |CHAN Hak-kan 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENB004 0385 |CHAN Hak-kan 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO0O5 0386  |CHAN Hak-kan 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO006 2955 |CHAN Tanya 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBOO7 2956  |CHAN Tanya 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO0O08 2957  |CHAN Tanya 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO009 0342 CHAN Wai-yip, Albert 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO010 0506  |[EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO11 0507 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO012 1517 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO013 0330 |[HO Sau-lan, Cyd 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENB014 2592 IP Wai-ming 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO015 2593 IP Wai-ming 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENB016 2661 IP Wai-ming 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO17 0281 KAM Nai-wai 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks




uestion
R_eply Q . Name of Member Head Programme
Serial No. | Serial No.

ENBO018 0282 KAM Nai-wai 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO019 0283 KAM Nai-wai 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO020 2224 LAU Kin-yee, Miriam 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO021 2225 LAU Kin-yee, Miriam 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENB022 0009 LEE Wing-tat 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO023 0010 LEE Wing-tat 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENB024 0011 LEE Wing-tat 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO025 0499 LI Wah-ming, Fred 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO026 0500 LI Wah-ming, Fred 22  |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO027 0641 WONG Yung-kan 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENB028 1458  |WONG Yung-kan 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO029 1459  [WONG Yung-kan 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO030 1460  [WONG Yung-kan 22 |Nature Conservation and
Country Parks

ENBO031 0390 |CHAN Hak-kan 33  |Management of Construction
and Demolition Materials

ENBO032 0391 |CHAN Hak-kan 33 |Management of Construction
and Demolition Materials

ENBO033 2674 IP Wai-ming 33  |Management of Construction
and Demolition Materials

ENB034 1530 LEE Wai-king, Starry 33  |Management of Construction
and Demolition Materials

ENBO035 1531 LEE Wai-king, Starry 33 |Management of Construction
and Demolition Materials

ENB036 1705 |SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 33  |Management of Construction
and Demolition Materials

ENBO037 1706 SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 33  |Management of Construction

and Demolition Materials




uestion
R_eply Q . Name of Member Head Programme
Serial No. | Serial No.

ENBO038 1707 SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 33  |Management of Construction
and Demolition Materials

ENBO039 1567 CHEUNG Yu-yan, Tommy 39 [Sewage Services

ENBO040 1568 CHEUNG Yu-yan, Tommy 39 |Sewage Services

ENB041 2590 IP Wai-ming 39 |Sewage Services

ENBO042 1469  |\WONG Kwok-hing 39 |Sewage Services

ENBO043 0610 WONG Kwok-kin 39 |Sewage Services

ENB044 0611 |WONG Kwok-kin 39 |Sewage Services

ENBO045 0387 CHAN Hak-kan 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy

ENB046 0388 |CHAN Hak-kan 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy

ENBO047 0389 CHAN Hak-kan 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy

ENBO048 2931 CHAN Tanya 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy

ENBO049 2932 CHAN Tanya 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy

ENBO050 2933 CHAN Tanya 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy

ENBO0O51 2935 CHAN Tanya 42  |Energy Supply; Electrical, Gas
and Nuclear Safety

ENBO052 0504  |EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy

ENBO053 0505 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 42  |Energy Supply; Electrical, Gas
and Nuclear Safety

ENBO054 0768 HO Sau-lan, Cyd 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy

ENBO055 2672 IP Wai-ming 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy

ENBO056 2631 KAM Nai-wai 42  |Energy Efficiency and

Conservation, and Alternative
Energy




uestion
R_eply Q . Name of Member Head Programme
Serial No. | Serial No.
ENBO057 1880 LEE Wing-tat 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy
ENBO058 1881 LEE Wing-tat 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy
ENBO059 2485 LI Wah-ming, Fred 42  |Energy Supply; Electrical, Gas
and Nuclear Safety
ENBO060 2486 LI Wah-ming, Fred 42  |Energy Supply; Electrical, Gas
and Nuclear Safety
ENBO061 2632 LI Wah-ming, Fred 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy
ENB062 2634 LI Wah-ming, Fred 42  |Energy Supply; Electrical, Gas
and Nuclear Safety
ENBO063 1879  |TO Kun-sun, James 42  |Energy Efficiency and
Conservation, and Alternative
Energy
ENB064 2048  |WONG Kwok-hing 42  |Energy Supply; Electrical, Gas
and Nuclear Safety
ENBO065 0361 CHAN Hak-kan 44  |Waste
ENBO066 0362 |CHAN Hak-kan 44  |Waste
ENBO67 0363 CHAN Hak-kan 44  |Waste
ENBO068 0364 |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Waste
ENBO069 0365 |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Waste
ENBO070 0366 |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Air
ENBO71 0367 |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Air
ENBO072 0368 |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Air
ENBO73 0369 |CHAN Hak-kan 44  |Air
ENBO74 0370 |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |[Environmental Assessment and
Planning
ENBO75 0371 CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Nature Conservation
ENBO76 0372  |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Waste
ENBO77 0373  |CHAN Hak-kan 44  |Waste
ENBO078 0374  |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Air
ENBO79 0375 |CHAN Hak-kan 44  |Air
ENBO080 0554  |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Waste
ENBO081 0555 |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Waste




Se?i?iﬁ)llillo. SQel:ieafltllil)z. Name of Member Head Programme
ENB082 0556 CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Waste

ENBO083 0557  |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Waste

ENBO084 0558 CHAN Hak-kan 44  |Waste

ENBO085 0559  |CHAN Hak-kan 44  |Noise

ENBO086 0560 CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Noise

ENBO087 0561 |CHAN Hak-kan 44  |\Water

ENBO088 0562  |CHAN Hak-kan 44 |Nature Conservation
ENBO089 0563 CHAN Hak-kan 44 |-

ENBO090 0954  |CHAN Kin-por 44 |Air

ENBO091 0955 CHAN Kin-por 44 |Waste

ENB092 0840 |CHAN Wai-yip, Albert 44 |Noise

ENB093 0841  |CHAN Wai-yip, Albert 44  |Waste

ENBO094 0212 CHEUNG Hok-ming 44 |Waste

ENBO095 0503 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 44  |Waste

ENB096 1343  |EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 44 |Air

ENBO097 1518 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 44  |Waste

ENB098 1519 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 44  |Water

ENB099 1551 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 44 |Nature Conservation
ENB100 1552 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 44  |Waste

ENB101 1553  |EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 44 |-

ENB102 1558 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 44  |Waste

ENB103 2292 FANG Kang, Vincent 44 |Waste

ENB104 2293 FANG Kang, Vincent 44 |Waste

ENB105 2294 FANG Kang, Vincent 44 |Waste

ENB106 2295  |[FANG Kang, Vincent 44  |Waste

ENB107 1329  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44 |Air

ENB108 1330  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44 |Air

ENB109 1331 FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44  |Air

ENB110 1332  |[FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44  |Noise

ENB111 1333  |[FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44 |\Water

ENB112 1334  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44 |Water

ENB113 1335  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44 |Nature Conservation
ENB114 1816 FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44 |Waste




Se?i?iﬁ)llillo. SQel:ieafltllil)z. Name of Member Head Programme

ENB115 1817  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44  |Waste

ENB116 1818  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44 |Waste

ENB117 1819  [FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44 |Waste

ENB118 1820  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 44  |Air

ENB119 2173 HO Chun-yan, Albert 44  |[Environmental Assessment and
Planning

ENB120 2174  |HO Chun-yan, Albert 44 |Environmental Assessment and
Planning

ENB121 0275 HO Chung-tai, Raymond 44  |Noise

ENB122 2626 KAM Nai-wai 44  |Air

ENB123 2627 KAM Nai-wai 44 |Air

ENB124 2628 KAM Nai-wai 44 |Waste

ENB125 2629 KAM Nai-wai 44  |Waste

ENB126 2653  |KAM Nai-wai 44 |Nature Conservation

ENB127 2654 KAM Nai-wai 44 |\Water

ENB128 2655 KAM Nai-wai 44 |Air

ENB129 0247  |LAM Kin-fung, Jeffrey 44 |Waste

ENB130 0248 LAM Kin-fung, Jeffrey 44  |Waste

ENB131 0249 LAM Kin-fung, Jeffrey 44 |Air

ENB132 0250 LAM Kin-fung, Jeffrey 44  |Air

ENB133 0251 LAM Kin-fung, Jeffrey 44  |Air

ENB134 2317 LAU Kin-yee, Miriam 44  |Air

ENB135 1152 LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 44  |Air

ENB136 1153 LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 44 |Air

ENB137 2702 LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 44 |Nature Conservation

ENB138 0088 LAU Wong-fat 44 |Water

ENB139 0089  |LAU Wong-fat 44 |Water

ENB140 0090 LAU Wong-fat 44 |Water

ENB141 1875 LEE Wing-tat 44  |Waste

ENB142 1876 LEE Wing-tat 44 |Waste

ENB143 1877 LEE Wing-tat 44  |Waste

ENB144 1878 LEE Wing-tat 44  |Waste

ENB145 1709 SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 44 |-

ENB146 1710 SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 44 |Waste




Se?iiﬁ)llillo. SQel:ie:Itllil)z. Name of Member Head Programme
ENB147 1711 SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 44  |Waste

ENB148 1712 SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 44 |Waste

ENB149 1713  |SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 44  |Waste

ENB150 1714  |SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 44 |Waste

ENB151 1733 SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 44 |Air

ENB152 1734  |SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 44  |Air

ENB153 2442  |WONG Kwok-kin 44 |Waste

ENB154 0048 |CHENG Kar-foo, Andrew 60 |Capital Projects

ENB155 1203  |CHEUNG Hok-ming 60 |Capital Projects

ENB156 2714 IP Wai-ming 100 |Port Services

ENB157 0480 |LAM Kin-fung, Jeffrey 100 |Port Services

ENB158 0376 CHAN Hak-kan 137 |Power

ENB159 0377  |CHAN Hak-kan 137 |Power

ENB160 0378  |CHAN Hak-kan 137 |Power

ENB161 0379 CHAN Hak-kan 137 |Power

ENB162 0380 |CHAN Hak-kan 137  |Power

ENB163 0381 |CHAN Hak-kan 137 |Sustainable Development
ENB164 0956  |CHAN Kin-por 137  |Power

ENB165 0493 EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 137 |Power

ENB166 0494  |EU Yuet-mee, Audrey 137 |Power

ENB167 2290 |[FANG Kang, Vincent 137 |Director of Bureau’s Office
ENB168 2291 FANG Kang, Vincent 137 |Director of Bureau’s Office
ENB169 0107  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137  |Director of Bureau’s Office
ENB170 0108 |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137  |Power

ENB171 0109 FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137  |Power

ENB172 0110 FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137 |Sustainable Development
ENB173 0111  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137  |Power

ENB174 0112 FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137  |Power

ENB175 0113  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137  |Power

ENB176 0114 FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137  |Power

ENB177 1336  |FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137  |Power

ENB178 1815  |[FUNG Kin-kee, Frederick 137  |Power

ENB179 0269 HO Chung-tai, Raymond 137 |Sustainable Development




Se?ieatﬁ)llillo. SQel:ie:Itllil)z. Name of Member Head Programme
ENB180 2258 HO Sau-lan, Cyd 137 |-

ENB181 2656 KAM Nai-wai 137 |Sustainable Development
ENB182 1154 LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 137 |Sustainable Development
ENB183 1155 LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 137 |Sustainable Development
ENB184 1156 LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 137 |Sustainable Development
ENB185 2699 LAU Sau-shing, Patrick 137 |Power

ENB186 2156  |LEE Kok-long, Joseph 137 |Power

ENB187 2986  |LEE Kok-long, Joseph 137 |Power

ENB188 0473 LEE Wai-king, Starry 137 |Sustainable Development
ENB189 0531 LEE Wai-king, Starry 137 |Sustainable Development
ENB190 1178 LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla 137  |Power

ENB191 2876  |LEUNG Yiu-chung 137 |Director of Bureau’s Office
ENB192 2472 LI Wah-ming, Fred 137  |Power

ENB193 1938  |SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 137  |Power

ENB194 1943  |SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 137  [Power

ENB195 1957  |SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 137  |Power

ENB196 2204 TONG Ka-wah, Ronny 137 |Power

ENB197 1631  |WONG Yung-kan 137  |Power

ENB198 1632 WONG Yung-kan 137 |Power

ENB199 1953  |SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 704 |-

ENB200 2166 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB201 2167 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB202 2168 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB203 2169 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB204 2170 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB205 2171 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB206 2172 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB207 2788 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB208 2789 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB209 2790 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB210 2791 HO Chun-yan, Albert 705 |-

ENB211 1954  |SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 705 |-




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOOL
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0382
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

It is estimated that 700 000 seedlings will be planted in 2009. The number is lower than over 900 000
seedlings in 2007 and in 2008. What are the reasons? Please give information on the sites for tree
planting.

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

Reply:

The estimated number of seedlings to be planted in 2009 will decrease to 700 000 mainly due to the lack of
suitable sites for large scale tree planting programmes. The majority of country park areas is now well
wooded or covered with good vegetation. Opportunities for large scale tree planting may not be readily
available. Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department is now focusing more on the quality of
planting rather than quantity. Apart from rehabilitating areas damaged by hill fires and controlling soil
erosion, more attention will be given to enriching existing exotic plantations through inter-planting with
native tree species.

The 700 000 tree seedlings will be planted in various country parks including Tai Lam, Ma On Shan and
Lantau.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 13 March 2009




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOO2
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0383
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

In view of the recent pollution of the Shenzhen River caused by the collapse of a landfill, will the
Administration consider providing more resources to enhance the conservation and management of the Mai
Po and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar site, including formulating contingency plans to deal with unexpected
pollution incidents in the vicinity of the site?

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

Reply:

The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) has a mechanism in place to liaise with both the
Guangdong Environmental Protection Bureau (GEPB) and Shenzhen Environmental Protection Bureau
(SEPB) so as to share information on environmental issues of mutual concern. In the recent water pollution
incident at Buji River, the EPD had stayed in touch with the GEPB and SEPB for updated information so
that the Administration could take early preparation of appropriate contingency actions. Apart from close
monitoring of the water quality to detect any impact due to the pollution incident by EPD, the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department has also notified the World Wide Fund for Nature/Hong Kong
which manages the Mai Po Nature Reserve (MPNR) to take precautionary measure to avoid using water in
Shenzhen River or Inner Deep Bay for flushing the gei wais in MPNR.

To protect the lower reach of Shenzhen River including the Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar site
(Ramsar site) from the impact of water pollution arising from upstreams, the Administration had in place a
contingency plan. For example, screens and nets could be set up in the River to get rid of rubbish and
pollutants when necessary. Chemicals were in stock to be applied to the polluted waters when necessary to
enhance sedimentation of the suspended matters so that the settled sludge can be dredged for disposal later.
These above measures were not necessary for this incident.

So far, no abnormality has been detected in the Hong Kong side of Shenzhen River and the Ramsar site.
Based on the experience in handling this incident, the Administration will seek to further strengthen co-
operation with the relevant authorities in Guangdong and Shenzhen, with a view to minimising the impact of
any similar environmental emergencies in future and protecting the ecologically important area in the
environs of Deep Bay including the Ramsar site.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 16 March 2009




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOO3
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0384
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

What is the amount of resources allocated to the promotion of public education and publicity on nature
conservation in 2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-10 respectively? What are the themes?

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

Reply:

In 2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-10, the expenditures on the promotion of public education and awareness
programmes on nature conservation are about $10 million each year.

The main themes of the education and publicity programmes are about the diversity and beauty of Hong
Kong’s natural environment and the importance of preserving it for future generations.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 13 March 2009




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOOA
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0385
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

What is the amount of expenditure involved in the promotion of geo-conservation and the establishment of a
geopark? Will there be an increase in manpower to deal with the work? What specific actions will be
taken?

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

Reply:

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department has earmarked $7 million in 2009-10 for the
promotion of geo-conservation and preparatory work for establishing the geopark. The Department will
embark on various educational and publicity activities, including school education visits, guided tours,
development of geo-trails and renovation of visitor centres to promote geo-conservation. In parallel, it has
started preparing for the nomination of the proposed geopark as a national geopark, and the designation of
new special areas and marine parks to step up the protection of selected sites of geological interests. Upon
finalization of the designation plan, Government will formulate the future resources requirements.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 13 March 2009




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOOS
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0386
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

For the 52 posts to be created under this programme, what are the work arrangements involved?
Asked by: Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

Reply:

Please see attached sheet.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title  Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 12 March 2009




New posts for 2009-10: 52 posts

Rank of Post No. of Post Main Duties/Justifications/Work Arrangements
I. Nature Conservation
Forestry Officer 4 ¢ To set up a permanent team to provide essential
o ) professional, executive and technical support for
Senior Field Officer 1 the management of the Hong Kong Wetland
. . Park.
Field Officer | 5
Field Officer Il 10
Field Assistant 14
Executive Officer Il 1
Clerical Officer 1
Assistant Clerical Officer 2
[Personal
Emoluments
expenditure:
$10.0M]

I1. Management of Marine Parks

Fisheries Supervisor 1l
Field Assistant

Artisan

2
8

4

[Personal
Emoluments
expenditure:

$2.4M]

¢ To carry out enforcement and management work
in marine parks.

Total

52

[Personal
Emoluments
expenditure:

$12.4M]




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOOS
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

2955
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

In 2009-10, will the department consider providing resources to review the guidelines and procedures
concerning tree conservation and maintaining healthy growth of trees so as to protect trees with conservation
value? If yes, what are the action plans and estimated expenditure involved? If not, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Tanya

Reply:

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department regularly reviews the relevant guidelines on tree
preservation and maintenance and audit inspections of Old and Valuable Trees. The work is part of the
department’s on-going effort for nature conservation, and there is no separate breakdown of the expenditure

involved.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title  Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 16 March 2009




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOO7
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

2956
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

In 2009-10, will the Department consider allocating additional resources to acquire more advanced
equipment and increase its manpower to carry out tree preservation work, including tree inspection,
maintenance and restoration? If yes, please provide the details and the timetable for implementation. If
no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Tanya

Reply:

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) seeks to keep abreast of developments in
new arboricultural tools and equipment, and procures suitable ones to enhance our work in tree inspection
and risk assessment. In this connection, AFCD has in recent years acquired several advanced tools
including resistograph, digital microprobe and sonic tomograph to help tree inspection. AFCD will acquire
extra sets of these tools in 2009-10. AFCD also keeps under review the need to increase the capacity and
efficiency of its work force to cope with the increasing workload of tree inspection and maintenance.
AFCD has already stepped up the frequency of audit inspections of Old and Valuable Trees under its charge
and inspections of trees at recreation sites of country parks. These have been achieved through internal
redeployment of staff resources and streamlining of operations. No additional staff resources and major re-
organization have been planned for 2009-10 in this regard.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title  Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 18 March 2009




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOOS
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

2957
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

To enhance public awareness of tree conservation, will tree planting or public education activities on tree
conservation be organized in 2009-10? If so, what are the action plan and the details of the estimated
expenditure involved?

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Tanya

Reply:

To promote tree conservation, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department will continue to
organize a series of educational and tree planting activities in 2009-10. These include tree planting days,
educational visits to primary and secondary schools, provision of guided-tours and talks, tree-walks,
activities at the tree centre at Aberdeen Country Park, and promotion through various nature related websites.
The amount of expenditure involved in these activities is $2 million for 2009-10.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title  Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 18 March 2009




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOOS
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0342
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

It is estimated that 700 000 seedlings will be planted in 2009. The number decreases by 200 000 seedlings
than that of 2008. What are the reasons for the decrease? Please provide the estimated number of native
tree seedlings to be planted in 2009 and the expenditure involved.

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Wai-yip, Albert

Reply:

The estimated number of seedlings to be planted in 2009 will decrease to 700 000 mainly due to the lack of
suitable sites for large scale tree planting programmes. The majority of country park areas is now well
wooded or covered with good vegetation. Opportunities for large scale tree planting may not be readily
available. Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department is now focusing more on the quality of
planting rather than quantity. Apart from rehabilitating areas damaged by hill fires and controlling soil
erosion, more attention will be given to enriching existing exotic plantations through inter-planting with
native tree species.

The estimated number of native tree seedlings to be planted in 2009 is 460 000. The expenditure involved
is about $4.9 million.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOLO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0506
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

In 2009-10, regarding the establishment under the “Nature Conservation and Country Parks” Programme,
there will be a net increase of 52 posts after the conversion of non-civil service posts into civil service posts.
Please give in table form a breakdown of such posts by grade, work area and annual salary. What services
will be improved by the new posts?

Asked by: Hon. EU Yuet-mee, Audrey

Reply:

Please see attached sheet.
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Post Title Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
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New posts for 2009-10: 52 posts

Rank of Post No. of Post Main Duties/Justifications/Work Arrangements
I. Nature Conservation
Forestry Officer 4 ¢ To set up a permanent team to provide essential
o ) professional, executive and technical support for
Senior Field Officer 1 the management of the Hong Kong Wetland
. . Park.
Field Officer | 5
Field Officer Il 10
Field Assistant 14
Executive Officer Il 1
Clerical Officer 1
Assistant Clerical Officer 2
[Personal
Emoluments
expenditure:
$10.0M]

I1. Management of Marine Parks

Fisheries Supervisor 1l
Field Assistant

Artisan

[Personal
Emoluments
expenditure:

$2.4M]

¢ To carry out enforcement and management work
in marine parks.

Total

52

[Personal
Emoluments
expenditure:

$12.4M]




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOLL
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0507
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

What is the provision earmarked for the promotion of geo-conservation and the establishment of a geopark in
the estimate for 2009-10?

Asked by: Hon. EU Yuet-mee, Audrey

Reply:

The provision earmarked in 2009-10 for the promotion of geo-conservation and preparatory work for the
proposed geopark is $7 million.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOL?
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

1517
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

It does not mention any measures to prevent precious animals and plants such as Buddhist pines and incense
trees from being stolen from country parks under this Programme. What were the measures taken in 2008-
09 to prevent such precious species from being stolen from country parks? What was the expenditure
involved? Will there be an increase in provision to improve the situation in 2009-10?

Asked by: Hon. EU Yuet-mee, Audrey

Reply:

To combat the illegal felling of valuable trees and other unauthorized activities in country parks, we have
stepped up patrols to black spots within country parks. We have also conducted a public awareness
programme with the Police to encourage individual hikers and hiking groups to report any irregularities in
country parks. In 2008-09, the total provision for the protection of country parks was about $33.5 million.
In 2009-10, the provision will remain the same.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOL3
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0330
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

In 2009-10, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department will promote public education and
publicity on nature conservation and compatible use of country parks and marine parks. Please advise
whether any local eco-tour programme is included in the promotion of public education and publicity on
nature conservation. If yes, what is the expenditure involved? How much of the expenditure on the eco-
tour programme is for employing tour guides? If not, will there be any other expenditure for promoting the
local eco-tour programme?

Asked by: Hon. HO Sau-lan, Cyd

Reply:

In 2009-10, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department will arrange selected local guided
nature tours in some country parks and marine parks to promote public education and publicity on nature
conservation and compatible use of country parks and marine parks at an estimated cost of $1.3 million. In
addition, the Hong Kong Wetland Park also employs Wetland Interpreters to guide visitors in appreciating
ecological features in the Park. In 2009-10, the estimated cost is about $1.5 million.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOLA
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

2592
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

Under its Indicators, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department states that 700 000 seedlings
will be planted in 2009, which is 200 000 seedlings less than that of 2007 and 2008. Please advise on:

(a)

The reasons for the substantial decrease in the seedlings planted.

(b) The amount of expenditure saved from the reduction of seedlings planted.

Asked by: Hon. IP Wai-ming

Reply:

(a)

(b)

The estimated number of seedlings to be planted in 2009 will decrease to 700 000 mainly due to the
lack of suitable sites for large scale tree planting programmes. The majority of country park areas is
now well wooded or covered with good vegetation. Opportunities for large scale tree planting may
not be readily available. Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department is now focusing more
on the quality of planting rather than quantity. Apart from rehabilitating areas damaged by hill fires
and controlling soil erosion, more attention will be given to enriching existing exotic plantations
through inter-planting with native tree species.

The estimated total material and labour costs for the planting work in 2009 will be $7.4 million, which
is $1.5 million less than that in 2008.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Reply Serial No.

ENBO15

Question Serial No.

2593

Subhead:

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department has indicated in the analysis of financial provision

that 52 non-civil service positions will be converted to civil service posts under this programme.

Please

explain in detail the civil service posts that will be involved and their salaries.

Asked by: Hon. IP Wai-ming

Reply:

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department will create 52 new civil service posts in 2009-10 to
provide essential professional, executive and technical support for the management of the Hong Kong

Wetland Park, and for carrying out enforcement and management work in marine parks.

service posts will replace existing non-civil service positions.

The detailed list and the salary of the new civil service posts are:

These new civil

Posts No. of Posts to be created Average Annual Salary
(per post)
Hong Kong Wetland Park
Forestry Officer 4 $499,170
Senior Field Officer 1 $529,860
Field Officer | 5 $402,240
Field Officer Il 10 $187,470
Field Assistant 14 $178,680
Executive Officer Il 1 $350,820
Clerical Officer 1 $303,840
Assistant Clerical Officer 2 $189,420
Sub-total 38




Posts No. of Posts to be created Average Annual Salary
(per post)

Management of Marine Parks

Fisheries Supervisor 1l 2 $187,470

Field Assistant 8 $178,680

Avrtisan 4 $157,440
Sub-total 14

Total 52
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOL6
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

2661
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

Under “Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2009-10", it is stated that enforcement action will be taken
against illegal trade in endangered species. Please provide information on the following:

(@) What were the specific measures over the past two years, namely 2007-08 and 2008-09, for protecting
precious species from being stolen from country parks? What were the expenditures involved?

(b) What are the specific measures for providing education and publicity on endangered species protection?
What are the expenditures involved? What is the estimated number of people who will receive the
relevant messages?

Asked by: Hon. IP Wai-ming

Reply:

(@) To combat illegal felling of valuable trees and other unauthorized activities in country parks, the
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) has stepped up patrols at black spots
within country parks and strengthen communications with the Police. AFCD has also conducted a
public awareness programme in collaboration with the Police to encourage hikers and hiking groups to
report any irregularities in country parks. In 2007-08 and 2008-09, the total provision for the
protection of country parks was about $31.8 million and $33.5 million respectively.

(b) The AFCD conducts a variety of education and publicity activities in relation to endangered species
protection. In 2008-09, the expenditure involved was $1.4 million, and the same amount of provision
has been earmarked for 2009-10.

These activities include talks, exhibitions in schools, the Young Ambassadors Programme, student
summer camps and CDs as teaching material. Circular letters are also issued to traders and other
concerned parties to update them on any change in legislative control. As for education and publicity
activities targeted at the general public, they include the distribution of leaflets, posters, and holding
exhibitions in public venues. We also give talks to organizations. We have also set up permanent
display cabinets at the airport and broadcast video and display posters at control points.



Moreover, the Department runs the Endangered Species Resource Centre to promote public awareness
of endangered species protection. It attracts some 6,000 visitors annually. It also maintains a
homepage on endangered species protection to provide information on the species and the related
control measures in Hong Kong. The number of people reached out through the various education
and publicity efforts cannot be estimated accurately, but should be significant.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBO17
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0281
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

In connection with the work on management and protection of country parks, special areas, marine parks and
marine reserves under this programme, please inform this Committee of the following:

(@ What were the staffing and expenditure involved in the management and protection of country parks,

special areas, marine parks and marine reserves in 2008-09? What are the estimated staffing and
expenditure for 2009-10?

(b) How effective were the measures taken to combat illegal felling of trees in country parks over the past

year? Will the Administration strengthen its efforts in combating such activities?

Asked by: Hon. KAM Nai-wai

Reply:

(a)

(b)

In 2008-09, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department has 854 posts for the management
and protection of country parks, special areas, marine parks and marine reserves. It is estimated that the
number will be 906 in 2009-10.

The total expenditure for the management and protection of country parks, special areas, marine parks
and marine reserves is about $296 million for 2008-09. The estimated expenditure for 2009-10 will
be the same.

In 2008, 15 cases of illegal picking/cutting of plants within country parks were prosecuted. We have
taken action to step up patrols to black spots within country parks. We have also conducted a public
awareness programme in collaboration with the Police to encourage hikers and hiking groups to report
any irregularities in country parks. These efforts will continue.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title  Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 18 March 2009




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOLS
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0282
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

Regarding nature conservation, please inform this Committee of the following:

(@)  The effectiveness of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department’s work on provision of
nature conservation advice on development proposals, planning studies and environmental impact
assessments over the past year.

(b)  The details of the Department’s work on monitoring and auditing of ecological mitigation measures
for development projects approved under the Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance.

Asked by: Hon. KAM Nai-wai

Reply:

(@)  Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) advises the Director of Environmental
Protection on ecological matters in relation to the implementation of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Ordinance (Cap.499). We provide, in particular, technical advice on flora, fauna
and wildlife habitats in EIA studies for development projects. We examine applications for study
briefs, approval of EIA reports and environmental permits (EPs) under the EIA Ordinance. We also
handle a range of ElA-related matters, such as Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and
Environmental Review (ER).

In 2008, we handled 161 EIA studies and applications. Some major projects among these are the
development of Lok Ma Chau Loop, North East New Territories (NENT) New Development Areas,
Express Rail Link-Hong Kong Section, Liantang/Heung Yuen Wai Boundary Control Point,
Extension of West New Territories (WENT) and South East New Territories (SENT) Landfills,
Ocean Park Re-development, Shatin to Central Link (railway).

(b)  AFCD assists the Environmental Protection Department in checking the implementation of ecological
mitigation measures, submissions to fulfill EPs, and ecological monitoring and audit (EM&A)
programmes. The main objectives of EM&A programmes are to ensure fulfillment of mitigation
measures, to detect any non-compliance of EP conditions and to review effectiveness of mitigation
measures. AFCD reviews the EM&A reports submitted by the project proponents, carries out field
visits to verify the findings and to ensure ecological mitigation measures and monitoring are properly
implemented. Over 10 EM&A programmes of major development projects were examined by AFCD
in 2008, e.g., Improvement to Tung Chung Road, West Rail, Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line,
Yuen Long Bypass Floodway, Deep Bay Link and Tai O Sheltered Boat Anchorage.



A wide range of ecological mitigation measures have been adopted in these projects, e.g., adjusting
the project layout, adopting ecologically friendly designs or translocation of targeted species away
from work sites, compensation of loss of important habitats such as woodland or wetland. The
ecological mitigation measures monitored in the EM&A programmes in 2008 have so far been on
track and no major non-compliance has been detected.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBOLS
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0283
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

Regarding the prevention of hill fires, please advise:

(@) Are there any specific measures to enhance fire protection for woodlands and country parks? Are
there any replanting programmes for the trees destroyed in areas affected by hill fires? If yes, what
are the details? If no, what are the reasons?

(b) The estimated number of seedlings to be planted in 2009 is 700 000, which is nearly 200 000 less than
the actual number of 904 000 planted in 2008. What are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon. KAM Nai-wai

Reply:

(@) To protect our country parks and woodland from hill fires, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department (AFCD) maintains 26 fire fighting teams and 11 fire lookouts at strategic locations to
detect and fight hill fires during the dry season. In 2009-10, we will continue our educational
programmes and publicity activities on hill fire prevention through village visits, public
announcements, production and distribution of leaflets, media briefings and press tours. During days
of high fire risks, country park patrols will be stepped up to advise visitors to prevent hill fires and to
enforce against the unauthorized use of fire. AFCD will also continue to carry out tree planting in
country parks to rehabilitate sites damaged by hill fires.

(b) The estimated number of seedlings to be planted in 2009 will decrease to 700 000 mainly due to the
lack of suitable sites for large scale tree planting programmes. The majority of country park areas is
now well wooded or covered with good vegetation. Opportunities for large scale tree planting may
not be readily available. AFCD is now focusing more on the quality of planting rather than quantity.
Apart from rehabilitating areas damaged by hill fires and controlling soil erosion, more attention will
be given to enriching existing exotic plantations through inter-planting with native tree species.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBO20
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

2224
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

In connection with the enhancement of biodiversity in country parks and special areas, please inform this
Committee of the details and the amount of expenditure involved.  Will such work be coordinated with
local and overseas marketing activities for promoting tourism?

Asked by: Hon. LAU Kin-yee, Miriam

Reply:

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department will continue its conservation measures to enhance
biodiversity in country parks and special areas, including creating suitable habitats to propagate rare and
special plant species, hence enhancing the species diversity of plantations. For example, 460 000 native
tree seedlings will be planted at various country parks in 2009, among them are seedlings of some rare or
protected species. The estimated expenditure on these activities is about $10 million.

The Department will continue to dovetail its work for promoting compatible use of country parks and special
areas with activities for promoting tourism where appropriate.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBO21
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

2225
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

In connection with the promotion of geo-conservation, does the Administration have any other promotion
programmes for 2009-10 apart from the establishment of a geopark? What is the estimated expenditure?

Asked by: Hon. LAU Kin-yee, Miriam

Reply:

In 2009-10, in connection with the preparatory work of the establishment of a geopark, the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) will embark on various educational and publicity activities,
including school education visits, guided tours, development of geo-trails and renovation of visitor centres to
promote geo-conservation. In 2009-10, AFCD has earmarked $7 million for the promotion of geo-
conservation and preparatory work for the establishment of the geopark.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBO22
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0009
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

Regarding the enforcement of nature conservation legislation and promotion of public awareness of nature
conservation, please advise this Committee:

(@)

(b)

the effectiveness and details of the enforcement of nature conservation legislation in 2008-09, and the
estimated expenditure on this item in 2009-10; and

the measures the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department implemented in 2008-09 to
promote public awareness of nature conservation; the effectiveness of the measures; and the estimated
expenditure on this item in 2009-10.

Asked by: Hon. LEE Wing-tat

Reply:

(a)

The main ordinances relevant to nature conservation administered by the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department (AFCD) include the Country Parks Ordinance (Cap. 208), Marine Parks
Ordinance (Cap. 476), Forests and Countryside Ordinance (Cap. 96) and Wild Animals Protection
Ordinance (Cap. 170).

So far, we have designated 24 country parks and 17 special areas under Cap 208. The total area being
protected and managed is about 44 000 hectares, some 40% of Hong Kong’s land area. Under Cap 476,
we have designated 4 marine parks and 1 marine reserve representing some 2 430 hectares of the sea
area. Three important wildlife habitats are also designated as restricted areas under Cap 170 to protect
them from human disturbance. In 2008-09, AFCD continued to enforce the relevant legislation. For
example, to protect our country parks, special areas, marine parks, marine reserve and restricted areas
for nature conservation, we patrolled them regularly, issued advisories to visitors and prosecuted people
against such offences as littering, illegal use of fire and damage of vegetation.

During the year, AFCD also continued to protect Hong Kong’s rich biodiversity through enforcing the
relevant legislation. There are over 3 100 species of vascular plants, some 50 species of mammals,
480 species of birds, 80 species of reptiles, over 20 species of amphibians, 160 species of freshwater
fishes, and more than 230 species of butterflies and 110 species of dragonflies in Hong Kong. Among
them over 98% of the native species are represented in protected areas. In addition, in 2008-09,
AFCD provided nature conservation advice on some 160 ecological impact assessment applications and
studies.

A provision of about $80 million has been earmarked for the above conservation measures in 2009-10.



(b)

In 2008-09, AFCD continued to manage the country parks, marine reserve and marine parks effectively
for the promotion of, inter alia, nature conservation. For example, there were some 12 million visitors
to our country parks. To promote public awareness on nature conservation, AFCD organized various
activities, for example, school education programmes, seminars, volunteer programmes, guided visits
and exhibitions. In 2008-09, some 500 000 people participated in the various promotion activities, e.g.,
28 seminars involving some 2 000 participants were held, a total of over 10 500 people took part in our
258 volunteer events. In addition, we arranged suitable publicity in connection with the designation of a
new country park, the 24™, and the opening of new facilities such as the Ngong Ping Nature Centre and
the Aberdeen Tree Centre.

The estimated expenditure to promote public education and awareness programmes on nature
conservation in 2009-10 is about $10 million.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

Please provide the following information:

(a) details of the 49 hill fires occurring in 2008, including the location of each hill fire, areas affected and

the number of trees destroyed; and
(b) the estimated expenditure on hill fire prevention in 2009.

Asked by: Hon. LEE Wing-tat

Reply:

(@) The particulars of hill fires affecting country parks (CP) and special areas (SA) in 2008 are as follows:

Reply Serial No.

ENBO023

Question Serial No.

0010

Serial No. Date CPISA AEeHaecAtgfecst)‘*d Tree(sN'ggffCtEd
01 03.01.08 Sai Kung West CP 7.5 100
02 13.01.08 Tai Lam CP 0.5 0
03 13.01.08 Wetland Park SA 0.006 0
04 23.01.08 Tai Lam CP 2 0
05 09.02.08 Tai Mo Shan CP 1 0
06 17.02.08 Ma On Shan CP 35 1500
07 18.02.08 Lantau South CP 0.5 20
08 20.02.08 Pat Sin Leng CP 0
09 20.02.08 Clear Water Bay CP 0
10 25.02.08 Tai Lam CP 0.5 0
11 28.02.08 Tai Lam CP 1 0
12 28.02.08 Tai Lam CP 200
13 04.03.08 Tai Lam CP 3 0
14 05.03.08 Plover Cove CP 15 0
15 07.03.08 Ma On Shan CP 0.06 0
16 10.03.08 Ma On Shan CP 1.3 0
17 14.03.08 Lantau North CP 31.0 0




Serial No. Date CPISA AEeHaecAtgfgst)ed Tree(sN'gf)ffCtEd
18 15.03.08 Shing Mun CP 48.0 10 000
19 16.03.08 Tai Lam CP 2.0 80
20 17.03.08 Plover Cove CP 0.5 0
21 19.03.08 Lantau North CP 9.0 0
22 13.09.08 Sai Kung East CP 1.0 350
23 14.09.08 Tai Mo Shan CP 1.0 0
24 15.09.08 Lantau South CP 65.0 20 000
25 29.09.08 Plover Cove CP 1.0 300
26 30.09.08 Sai Kung West CP 0.03 0
27 12.10.08 Tai Lam CP 0.25 0
28 18.10.08 Lam Tsuen CP 6 0
29 20.10.08 Pat Sin Leng CP 10 500
30 06.11.08 Tai Lam CP 0.1 0
31 16.11.08 Pat Sin Leng CP 1 900
32 21.11.08 Ma On Shan CP 80 20 000
33 24.11.08 Tai Mo Shan CP 4 0
34 24.11.08 Tai Lam CP 120 18 000
35 26.11.08 Tai Lam CP 1000
36 27.11.08 Ma On Shan CP 0
37 28.11.08 Tai Mo Shan CP 0
38 28.11.08 Tai Mo Shan CP 0.5 0
39 29.11.08 Tai Mo Shan CP 1 0
40 29.11.08 Tai Lam CP 1 0
41 06.12.08 Tai Lam CP 2 0
42 07.12.08 Ei‘tenTs?g:]) CP (Quarry Bay 0.2 0
43 07.12.08 Tai Tam CP 0.5 0
44 07.12.08 Tai Tam CP 0.01 0
45 08.12.08 Tai Lam CP 15 3000
46 13.12.08 Pat Sin Leng CP 0
47 18.12.08 Pat Sin Leng CP 0
48 19.12.08 Tai Lam CP 0.5 0
49 21.12.08 Tai Mo Shan CP 12 0

Total around 501 75950

*Rounded figures

(b) In 2009, the expenditure relating to preventing and fighting hill fires in country parks and special areas
is estimated to be $38 million.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENB024
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0011
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

Please provide the following information:

(@)

(b)

the estimated expenditure on and details of the implementation of a territory-wide survey programme
for maintaining and updating an ecological database; and

the action plan of and estimated expenditure on the enhancement of biodiversity in country parks and
special areas in 2009-10.

Asked by: Hon. LEE Wing-tat

Reply :

(@)

(b)

The survey programme has started since 2002-03. It covers different habitats; the location, status and
composition of about 100 plant communities; and the distribution and abundance of about 1 000
animal species, including mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, freshwater fish, dragonflies and
butterflies. We have established a geographic information system (GIS) version of the ecological
database to enable the storage of data in digital format and analysis of spatial data using computer GIS.
A simplified internet version of the database may now be accessed through the Agriculture, Fisheries
and Conservation Department’s website.  Since ecology is dynamic, we have to follow up the surveys
with continuous monitoring and repeated surveys to update the database from time to time.

A provision of $3.3 million has been earmarked for the programme in 2009-10.

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department will continue its conservation measures to
enhance biodiversity in country parks and special areas. These include creating suitable habitats to
propagate rare and special plant species, hence enhancing the species diversity of plantations. For
example, 460 000 native tree seedlings will be planted in various country parks in 2009, among which
are seedlings of some rare or protected species. The estimated expenditure for these activities is
about $10 million.

Signature

Name in block letters MISS CHEUNG SIU HING

Post Title  Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Date 13 March 2009




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBO2S
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0499
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead: 603
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

In connection with plant, vehicles and equipment, a patrol launch and a speed boat will be required for the
protection and management of the proposed marine parks at Soko Islands and Southwest Lantau. Please
give the reasons.

Asked by: Hon. LI Wah-ming, Fred

Reply:

Rough sea conditions are often encountered in the Soko Islands and Southwest Lantau. The larger patrol
launch is therefore required for patrolling the area concerned. The speed boat is needed for intercepting fast
moving vessels and patrolling in shallower waters.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBO26
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

0500
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead: 603
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

How many marine parks are there in Hong Kong? Are there any other marine parks deployed with patrol
launches and speed boats? If yes, please give their names.

Asked by: Hon. LI Wah-ming, Fred

Reply:

There are currently four marine parks and one marine reserve in Hong Kong. They are patrolled by speed
boats.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

ENBO27

Question Serial No.

0641

Subhead: 000

Expenses

Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Operational

Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

(@) Under this subhead, there is provision for minor conservation projects and studies.
number and details of such projects and studies over the past year (i.e. 2008-09).

Please provide the

(b) Why are the charges for such projects and studies under the recurrent operating account?

Asked by: Hon. WONG Yung-kan

Reply:

(@)  The projects and studies in 2008-09 and their brief details are set out in the following table:

Titles Objectives

Baseline ecological monitoring project for | To establish the baseline of selected biotic and abiotic

the Ramsar Site 2008-09

factors of the Ramsar Site.

Management of gei wais at Mai Po Marshes
Nature Reserve 2008-09

To carry out management and maintenance works to
gei wais at Mai Po Marshes Nature Reserve so as to
provide suitable habitats for migratory birds.

Habitat management works at Mai Po
Marshes Nature Reserve 2008-09

To carry out vegetation management and freshwater
marsh management works at Mai Po Marshes Nature
Reserve for maintaining and enhancing the diversity
of habitats for wintering waterfowls.

Removal of Sonneratia in the Ramsar Site

To remove Sonneratia, an exotic mangrove species, in
the Ramsar Site.

Waterbird monitoring programme 2008-09

To keep track of the dynamics of the waterbirds
visiting the Deep Bay area.

Age structure assessment of wintering
black-faced spoonbill in Hong Kong 2008-
09

To record the age structure of black-faced spoonbills
over-wintering in Hong Kong.

Monkey contraception programme

To carry out contraception treatment of the monkey
populations in Hong Kong.




Tracking  study and site

identification for green turtles

nesting

To ascertain the migration routes of green turtles
nesting or feeding in Hong Kong or adjacent waters
using satellite tracking and to monitor the utilization
of potential nesting sites.

Monitoring of marine mammals in Hong
Kong waters

To collect data on the distribution and abundance of
marine mammals.

Assessment of environmental contaminants
in marine mammals

To assess levels of heavy metals and organic
contaminants in tissue samples and their potential
threats to marine mammals.

Investigation of marine mammal stranding
and publicity activities

To examine stranding of marine mammals and
promote reporting of stranding incidents.

Study on octocorals and black corals in
Hong Kong waters

To examine the distribution, abundance and diversity
of octocorals and black corals in Hong Kong waters.

Photo and video exhibition on coastal and
marine life of Hong Kong

To enhance the public’s understanding of the
importance of marine conservation.

Underwater video and photography of
marine life in Hong Kong waters

To take underwater video and photography of marine
life in Hong Kong for production of publicity
materials.

Hong Kong Reef Check 2008

To conduct annual Reef Check survey to monitor the
health status of coral communities in Hong Kong
waters.

Production of publicity materials

To produce publicity materials such as booklets,
leaflets, posters, stickers, bookmarks, etc to promote
the conservation and protection of our marine
environment.

recurrent operati ng account.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBO2S
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

1458
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

(a)

(b)

What is the manpower involved in the management of geopark? Will there be any increase in
manpower in this aspect?

What plans do the Government have in promoting the geological features in Hong Kong? What is the
expenditure involved?

Asked by: Hon. WONG Yung-kan

Reply:
(@) The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) has just started the preparatory work

(b)

for establishing the geopark and associated designation of new special areas and marine parks. Upon
finalization of the designation plan, the Government will formulate the future resources requirements in
the management of the geopark.

The AFCD will embark on various educational and publicity activities, including school education
visits, guided tours, development of geo-trails and renovation of visitor centres to promote geo-
conservation. In parallel, it has started preparing for the nomination of the proposed geopark as a
national geopark, and the designation of new special areas and marine parks to step up the protection of
selected sites of geological interests. In 2009-10, AFCD has earmarked $7 million for the promotion
of geo-conservation and preparatory work for establishing the geopark.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBO29
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

1459
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

(@) What is the existing staff establishment for hill fire prevention duties?

(b)

In 2009-10, will there be any education programmes on hill fire prevention and plans on installing fire
prevention/fighting facilities? What are the details? What is the expenditure involved?

Asked by: Hon. WONG Yung-kan

Reply:

(@)

(b)

In 2009-10, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department will deploy some 250 staff to man
fire fighting teams and fire lookouts at strategic locations to detect and fight hill fires during the dry
season. The existing deployment is similar.

Educational programmes and publicity activities on hill fire prevention will be strengthened through
public announcements, production and distribution of leaflets, village visits, media briefings and press
tours. During days of high fire risks, country park patrols will be stepped up to advise visitors on hill
fire prevention and to enforce against any unauthorized use of fire. The expenditure involved in
undertaking the various activities and maintaining facilities relating to preventing and fighting hill fires
in 2009 is estimated to be $38 million.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO ENBO30
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION

Question Serial No.

1460
Head: 22 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Nature Conservation and Country Parks

Controlling Officer: Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

Please provide details of the Government’s tree planting schemes for different country parks in 2009-10,
including numbers and types of trees to be planted and the expenditure involved.

Asked by: Hon. WONG Yung-kan

Reply:

In 2009-10, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department will plant 700 000 tree seedlings at
various country parks. Among them, 460 000 seedlings will be native species and 240 000 seedlings will
be exotic species. The estimated total material and labour costs for the planting work is about $7.4 million.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENB031
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
0390
Head : 33 Civil Engineering and Subhead :
Development Department
Programme : (7) Management of Construction and Demolition Materials

Controlling Officer :  Director of Civil Engineering and Development

Director of Bureau :  Secretary for the Environment

Question :

Why the estimated amount of public fill to be received at public fill reception facilities in
2009 will increase to 16.7 million tonnes, more than double of the amount of 7.9 million
tonnes in 2008?

Asked by :  Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

Reply :

We estimate that the amount of public fill to be received in 2009 will increase substantially
comparing with that of 2008. The reason is to cater for the surplus public fill generated
from major infrastructure projects in the continuing development of Hong Kong. These
include, for example, the public fill generated from site formation for the Development at
Anderson Road, the removal of the surplus public fill on top of the Stage 2 Reclamation at
Penny’s Bay, and the rock and soil generated in excavation for the drainage tunnel projects
at Hong Kong West and Tsuen Wan.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENBO032
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
0391
Head : 33 Civil Engineering and Subhead :
Development Department
Programme : (7) Management of Construction and Demolition Materials

Controlling Officer :  Director of Civil Engineering and Development

Director of Bureau :  Secretary for the Environment

Question :

With regard to the delivery of surplus public fill for beneficial reuse in the Mainland, in
which districts and by which organisations in the Mainland was it mainly used? What was
the mode of payment for the delivery charges? How to enhance and review the scheme?

Asked by :  Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

Reply :

With the agreement of the State Oceanic Administration (SOA), a trial scheme to deliver
surplus public fill to Taishan started in July 2007. The Civil Engineering and Development
Department (CEDD) has appointed a contractor to manage its public fill reception facilities
and the delivery arrangement to Taishan, and the delivery charges were paid to the
contractor as part of the contract payments.

The Environment Bureau and CEDD have been maintaining regular liaison with SOA and
other relevant Mainland authorities to review the delivery arrangement. As a result, the
SOA has recently agreed to continue with the delivery of public fill to Taishan and to
examine the feasibility of providing more receptor sites to accommodate the increasing
amount of surplus public fill expected to be generated from major infrastructure
development projects in the next few years.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10
ENBO033
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
2674

Head : 33 Civil Engineering and Subhead :

Development Department
Programme : (7) Management of Construction and Demolition Materials

Controlling Officer : Director of Civil Engineering and Development

Director of Bureau : Secretary for the Environment

Question :

(a)

(b)

Under this Programme, the estimated amount of public fill to be received at public
fill reception facilities in 2009 will increase to 16.7 million tonnes. What are the
reasons?

There will be an increase in the amount of public fill to be received in 2009.
However, there will be no corresponding increase in the amount of public fill to be
delivered to the Mainland. To the contrary, the 2009 estimate is less than the 2008
figure. What are the reasons?

Asked by : Hon. IP Wai-ming

Reply
(a)

We estimate that the amount of public fill to be received in 2009 will increase
substantially comparing with that of 2008. The reason is to cater for the surplus
public fill generated from major infrastructure projects in the continuing
development of Hong Kong. These include, for example, the surplus materials from
site formation for the Development at Anderson Road, the surplus surcharge for
Stage 2 Reclamation at Penny’s Bay, the rock and soil generated in excavation for
drainage tunnels at Hong Kong West and Tsuen Wan.



(b)

Page 2 of 2 2674

The Environment Bureau and the Civil Engineering and Development Department
have been maintaining regular liaison with the State Oceanic Administration (SOA)
and other relevant Mainland authorities to review the arrangement of
cross-boundary delivery of surplus public fill. As a result, SOA has recently agreed
to continue with the delivery of public fill to Taishan with an amount of 10.0 million
tonnes in 2009, which is similar to the actual amount of 10.3 million tonnes
delivered in 2008. SOA has also agreed to examine the feasibility of providing more
receptor sites to accommodate the increasing amount of surplus public fill expected
to be generated from major infrastructure development projects in the next few
years. Subject to the final agreement of SOA and other relevant Mainland
authorities, the delivery quantity will have a corresponding increase in 2010 to
match the pace of public fill generation.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENB034
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
1530
Head : 33 Civil Engineering and Subhead :
Development Department
Programme : (7) Management of Construction and Demolition Materials

Controlling Officer : Director of Civil Engineering and Development

Director of Bureau : Secretary for the Environment

Question :

The Department estimates that the amount of public fill to be received at public fill
reception facilities will increase from 7.9 million tonnes in 2008 to 16.7 million tonnes in
2009. What are the reasons?

Asked by : Hon. LEE Wai-king, Starry

Reply :

We estimate that the amount of public fill to be received in 2009 will increase
substantially comparing with that of 2008. The reason is to cater for the surplus public fill
generated from major infrastructure projects in the continuing development of Hong
Kong. These include, for example, the public fill generated from site formation for the
Development at Anderson Road, the removal of the surplus public fill on top of the Stage
2 Reclamation at Penny’s Bay, and the rock and soil generated in excavation for the
drainage tunnel projects at Hong Kong West and Tsuen Wan.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10
ENBO035
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
1531

Head : 33 Civil Engineering and Subhead

Development Department (No. & title) :
Programme : (7) Management of Construction and Demolition Materials

Controlling Officer : Director of Civil Engineering and Development

Director of Bureau : Secretary for the Environment

Question :

The amount of inert hard construction and demolition (C&D) materials recycled has
decreased from 0.36 million tonnes in 2007 to the estimated 0.10 million tonnes in 2009.
What are the reasons?

Asked by : Hon. LEE Wai-king, Starry

Reply :

The recycling of inert hard C&D materials is driven by demand. We estimate that the 0.1
million tonnes of C&D materials to be recycled in 2009, together with the present stockpile
of about 0.2 million tonnes, will be sufficient to meet the consumption demand.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENBO036
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
1705
Head : 33 Civil Engineering and Subhead :
Development Department
Programme : (7) Management of Construction and Demolition Materials

Controlling Officer : Director of Civil Engineering and Development

Director of Bureau : Secretary for the Environment

Question :

Will the Government explain the reasons for the drastic increase in the estimated expenditure
for the management of construction and demolition (C&D) materials? What is the
composition of that cost?

Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham

Reply :

The increase in the estimated expenditure for management of C&D materials in 2009-10 is
due to the expected increase in the quantity of public fill arising from mega infrastructure
projects to be handled at the two temporary fill banks at Tseung Kwan O and Tuen Mun,
which are approaching the limits of their storage capacities, and for delivering surplus public
fill to Taishan for reclamation use. The estimated expenditure is composed of contract
payments, related staff costs and administrative overheads.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENBO037
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
1706
Head : 33 Civil Engineering and Subhead
Development Department (No. & title) :
Programme : (7) Management of Construction and Demolition Materials

Controlling Officer : Director of Civil Engineering and Development

Director of Bureau : Secretary for the Environment

Question :

Under “Matters requiring special attention 2009-10”, it is said that the Government would
continue to plan for the setting up of long-term construction and demolition (C&D)
materials handling facilities. In this connection, will the Government inform us the
locations identified for such construction? Will the Government continue its negotiations
with the Mainland authorities in identifying other feasible locations as reception points for
C&D materials?

Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham
Reply :

The long-term C&D materials handling facilities are for providing one-stop service in the
receipt and handling of C&D materials. They will replace the existing temporary fill
banks and sorting facilities at Tseung Kwan O Area 137 and Tuen Mun Area 38. We are
actively assessing the choice of suitable sites for the long-term facilities and committed to
consult the public including the relevant District Councils on the details of the long-term
facilities.

The Environment Bureau and the Civil Engineering and Development Department have
been maintaining regular liaison with the State Oceanic Administration (SOA) and other
relevant Mainland authorities to review the arrangement of cross-boundary delivery of
surplus public fill. As a result, SOA has recently agreed to continue with the delivery of
public fill to Taishan and to examine the feasibility of providing more receptor sites to
accommodate the increasing amount of surplus public fill expected to be generated from
major infrastructure development projects in the next few years.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENBO038
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
1707
Head : 33 Civil Engineering and Subhead :
Development Department
Programme : (7) Management of Construction and Demolition Materials

Controlling Officer : Director of Civil Engineering and Development

Director of Bureau : Secretary for the Environment

Question :

Will the Government inform this Committee what kinds of measures will be adopted to
handle the expected increase of construction and demolition (C&D) materials arising
from the various mega infrastructure projects that will be introduced in the coming years?

Asked by : Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham

Reply :

We have required all contractors of government works contracts to minimise the
generation of C&D materials and maximise their reuse; urged the project proponents of
public works projects to maximise the reuse of C&D materials in land formation projects;
set up recycling plants at fill banks, established construction waste sorting facilities,
processed inert hard C&D materials in local quarries to facilitate their reuse; and
introduced the Construction Waste Disposal Charging Scheme to provide incentive for
the trade to reuse C&D materials. We have established two temporary fill banks for
stockpiling these surplus materials for later reuse. We are currently reviewing the
feasibility of reusing these stockpiled surplus materials in local works.

The Environment Bureau and the Civil Engineering and Development Department have
been maintaining regular liaison with the State Oceanic Administration (SOA) and other
relevant Mainland authorities to review the arrangement of cross-boundary delivery of
surplus public fill. As a result, SOA has recently agreed to continue with the delivery of
public fill to Taishan and to examine the feasibility of providing more receptor sites to
accommodate the increasing amount of surplus public fill expected to be generated from
major infrastructure development projects in the next few years.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

ENBO039
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
1567
Head: 39 — Drainage Services Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer:  Director of Drainage Services

Director of Bureau:  Secretary for the Environment

Question How many appeal cases of sewage charge and trade effluent surcharge were there in
2007-08 and 2008-09? Of which, how many were from the restaurant trade? How
many appeal cases were approved? Of which, how many were from the restaurant
trade? What is the average time needed to complete the processing of a case?

Asked by: Hon. CHEUNG Yu-yan, Tommy

Reply:

The number of applications and approved cases for reassessment of trade effluent surcharge (TES)
rate and discharge factor for sewage charge and TES in 2007-08 and 2008-09 are as follows:

| 2007-08 | 2008-09 (for 11 months only)®

Number of applications received for reassessment of TES rate

All trades 335 188

Restaurant trade 264 121
Number of applications approved"”)

All trades 471 181

Restaurant trade 449 113
Number of applications received for reassessment of discharge factor

All trades 37 23

Restaurant trade 0 0
Number of applications approved

All trades 39 8

Restaurant trade 0 0

Notes:

1. As there is a time lag for processing the applications, the number of applications approved within a year may
exceed the number of applications received.

2. The drop in the number of applications received in 2008-09 is mainly due to the extension of the validity period
of TES reassessments from one year to two years with effect from 1 July 2007 and then from two years to three
years with effect from 1 August 2008.

It normally takes three to four months to process a case.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

ENBO040
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
1568
Head: 39 — Drainage Services Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer: Director of Drainage Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question: What are the expenditure involved and manpower required for repair and maintenance
of sewage treatment facilities in 2007-08 and 2008-09? How much is spent on the
maintenance of sewers for the same periods?

Asked by: Hon. CHEUNG Yu-yan, Tommy

Reply:

The apportionment of the expenditure involved and number of staff required for the repair and
maintenance of sewage treatment facilities in 2007-08 and 2008-09 are listed below:

2007-08 2008-09
(Actual) (Revised Estimate)
Expenditure ($ million) 559 563
Number of staff 635 629

The above have included the expenditure for maintenance of sewers in the same periods:

2007-08 2008-09
(Actual) (Revised Estimate)
Expenditure ($ million) 185 188
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

ENBO041
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO

INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.

2590

Head: 39 — Drainage Services Department Subhead: 000 Operational Expenses
Programme: (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer: Director of Drainage Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:  In the Details of Expenditure by Subhead, it is indicated that the salaries expenditure
will increase by about $20 million in 2009-10; on the other hand, seven posts will be
deleted under Programme (2). Please advise:

() How much savings on salaries expenditure will be resulted from the deletion of
the seven posts under Programme (2)?

(b) What are the main grade and rank of the seven posts to be deleted? How will the
Administration re-distribute the duties originally assigned to these posts?

(c) What is the reason for the increase in salaries expenditure for the Drainage
Services Department?

Asked by: Hon. IP Wai-ming

Reply:

(@) The net decrease of seven posts under Programme (2) in 2009-10 is the net effect of the
deletion of nine posts and creation of two new posts. It will result in a net saving of salaries

expenditure of about $70,000 in terms of Notional Annual Mid Point Salary value.

(b) The posts to be deleted include Artisan (Electrical and Mechanical) and Workman II.
Contractors will be employed to provide the required services.

(c) Theincrease in salaries expenditure is due to the filling of existing vacancies and new posts by
New recruits.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENBO042
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
1469
Head: 39 — Drainage Services Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer: Director of Drainage Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question: Under the Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2009-10, it is mentioned that the

Administration will commence the construction of the upgrading works of the Pillar

Point sewage treatment works by way of Design-Build-Operate procurement

arrangement. Please explain:

(@) the details of the works and the procurement arrangement;

(b) whether the works will affect the environment and the residents in the vicinity;
and

(c) whether the procurement arrangement will affect the existing workers of the
sewage treatment plant (such as remuneration, employment contract, etc.).

Asked by: Hon. WONG Kwok-hing

Reply:

(@) The proposed works include upgrading of the existing preliminary sewage treatment works to
provide chemically enhanced primary treatment with disinfection and increase the treatment
capacity from 215 000 cubic metres to 241 000 cubic metres per day. In order to achieve the
most economical design to reduce the whole life cycle costs, the contractor will be required to
design, build and operate the plant for a maximum period of 15 years. We plan to make a
submission to the Public Works Subcommittee/Finance Committee within the current
Legislative Council session.

(b) The environmental impact assessment completed in 2008 concluded that the proposed works
would reduce pollution load resulting in the improvement of the water quality at Tuen Mun.
Besides, with the implementation of suitable mitigation measures, the proposed works would
not give rise to unacceptable environmental impacts during construction and operation.

(c) The existing Pillar Point sewage treatment works is operated by only a few staff members.
They will be redeployed to work in other sewage handling facilities.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

ENBO043
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO

INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.

0610
Head: 39 — Drainage Services Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer:  Director of Drainage Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question: The Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2009-10 include the construction of the
upgrading works of the Shek Wu Hui sewage treatment works, Tai Po sewage
treatment works stage 5 extension and Shatin sewage treatment works stage 3
extension. On this, may | ask the Administration:

(@) Currently, sewage discharged in Hong Kong is treated under a three-level
treatment system. Please provide the volume of sewage receiving treatment at
each level in 2008;

(b) How do the above extension works help in improving sewage treatment in Hong
Kong? What are the estimates for them?

(c) Has the Administration ever considered upgrading the level of sewage treatment
in Hong Kong to secondary in the long term and upgrading the facilities for such
purpose?

Asked by: Hon. WONG Kwok-kin
Reply:

(@) The quantities of sewage receiving preliminary, primary (including Chemical Enhanced
Primary Treatment) and secondary treatment in 2008 are as follows:

Treatment level Volume of sewage treated (million cubic metre)
Preliminary 289
Primary 532
Secondary 169
Total 990

(b) The upgrading works will increase the treatment capacity as well as the nutrient and bacteria
removal capabilities. Their project estimates are appended below:

Capacity before Capacity after Project
Project upgrading upgrading Estimate
(cubic metre/day) | (cubic metre/day) | ($ million)
Shek Wui Hui sewage 80 000 93 000 220
treatment works
Tai Po sewage treatment 88 000 100 000 520

works stage 5 extension
(phases 1 and 2A)N""*

Shatin sewage treatment 150 000 340 000 2,430
works stage 3 extension




Note:

The project “Tai Po sewage treatment works stage 5 extension” is implemented in three phases, hamely phase 1,
2A and 2B. Phase 2B will increase the plant capacity to 120 000 cubic metre/day. The latest project estimate is
$680 million, funding of which is subject to the approval of the Finance Committee.

(c) The Administration takes into account the assimilative capacity and the impacts of discharges
on sensitive water receivers, if any, in the specific receiving water bodies in deciding whether
it is necessary and appropriate to upgrade certain sewage treatment facilities and the
appropriate levels of sewage treatment.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

ENBO044
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
INITIAL WRITTEN QUESTION Question Serial No.
0611
Head: 39 — Drainage Services Department Subhead:
Programme: (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer: Director of Drainage Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question: To explore the possibility of producing useable reclaimed water from treated sewage
as a way to exploit water resources is research project for various countries, but the
respective Programme has made no mention about such research. Please advise:

(@) the progress of the reclaimed water trial scheme in Hong Kong and the
expenditure on such research in 2008-09; and

(b) the plan for the research in reclaimed water and the respective estimate in
2009-10.

Asked by: Hon. WONG Kwok-kin

Reply:

(@) The use of reclaimed water is one of the initiatives of the total water management under the
control of Head 194 (Water Supplies Department). The Drainage Services Department (DSD)
is one of the stakeholder departments. The use of reclaimed water has been studied in pilot
schemes at Shek Wu Hui and Ngong Ping. We have reviewed the study results in February
2009. The preliminary indications are that non-potable use of reclaimed water was technically
feasible. The total expenditure incurred in relation to these two pilot studies in 2008-09 is
about $3.8 million.

(b) We will explore the opportunities for the provision of reclaimed water to Sheung Shui and
Fanling areas for toilet flushing and other non-potable uses. The Department will spend about
$25 million in 2009-10 for a study project on the trial in-plant applications of reclaimed water
of different purity level at various sewage treatment works of DSD. A number of treatment
technologies will be put to test.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

ENBO045
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
0387
Head: 42 — Electrical and Mechanical Services Subhead:
Department
Programme: (3) Energy Efficiency and Conservation, and Alternative Energy

Controlling Officer: Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:  What resources have the Administration put into the promotion of the application of
the voluntary Energy Efficiency Labelling Scheme (EELS) in 2008-09 and how
about the resources to be dedicated for continuation of such promotion in 2009-10?
Is there any plan to increase the coverage of appliances under the voluntary EELS?

Asked by:  Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

Reply:

The voluntary EELS has now covered 19 types of appliances. The manpower deployed to manage
the voluntary EELS in 2008-09 and 2009-10 includes one Senior Engineer, one Engineer/Assistant
Engineer and one Assistant Electrical Inspector. The direct expenditure for preparing publicity
and promotional materials for the voluntary EELS was $40,000 in 2008-09 and the estimated
expenditure in 2009-10 would be about the same. In 2009-10, the Department will continue to
encourage more importers and suppliers to join the voluntary EELS and to raise the public
awareness on the energy labels through various promotional activities, such as distribution of
posters and pamphlets, campaigns and talks to trade members and schools. The Department will
continue to monitor the international development and local situations and review our need to
introduce new types of appliances.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

ENBO046
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
0388
Head: 42 — Electrical and Mechanical Services Subhead:
Department
Programme: (3) Energy Efficiency and Conservation, and Alternative Energy

Controlling Officer: Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:  Regarding the item to “continue research and development works on the application
of innovative energy efficiency technologies”, what were/will be the expenditures
involved in 2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-10? Which department or organisation
was/will be responsible and what were/are the study projects?

Asked by:  Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

Reply:

The research and development studies on the application of innovative energy efficiency
technologies in 2007-08, 2008-09 and 2009-10 were/will be carried out by the Energy Efficiency
Office of the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department. The studies and the total cost are
summarised below:

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
Study 1 Dual cycle heat pump Sun tracking Total hydronic
system photovoltaic system balancing of chilled
water circuits
Study 2 Pump control Oil-free variable speed | Heat pipe application in
optimisation for compressor chiller central air-conditioning
air-conditioning system system
Study 3 Solar-assisted Refrigerant oil New energy efficient
air-conditioning system | contamination purger lighting
Total cost $2.50 million $2.13 million $1.27 million
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENBO047
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
0389
Head: 42 — Electrical and Mechanical Services Subhead:
Department
Programme: (3) Energy Efficiency and Conservation, and Alternative Energy

Controlling Officer: Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:

Asked by:

Reply:

How much was the expenditure involved in the promotion of public awareness of
energy efficiency and conservation and the use of renewable energy in 2007-08,
2008-09 and 2009-10? What were/are the activity details? How to measure the
effectiveness of the promotional activities?

Hon. CHAN Hak-kan

The expenditure for promoting public awareness of energy efficiency and conservation and the use
of renewable energy in 2007-08 was $0.7 million, and that in 2008-09 and 2009-10 is estimated to
be $0.6 million for each year. The promotional activities include:

conducting seminars for professional bodies, property development and management
companies, schools and interested groups on energy efficiency and conservation;
arranging tours for organisations such as schools and professional bodies to the
Education Path of the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department Headquarters
Building, which is installed with various renewable energy systems like photovoltaic
panels, wind turbines and sun pipes, etc., and have some interactive exhibits providing
information on energy issues, renewable and clean energy technologies, energy
efficiency schemes, energy efficient building services features, and energy data, etc.;
organising energy saving competitions and carnivals to promote public awareness and
support on energy saving measures;

distributing promotional leaflets and newsletters to the public on energy efficiency and
related matters; and

providing information on energy efficiency and conservation and renewable energy on
the Internet.

The effectiveness of the promotional activities are measured by the participation rate and
feedbacks from the participants. The activities held, such as seminars, were usually well
over-subscribed with positive feedback from participants.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

ENBO048
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
2931
Head: 42 — Electrical and Mechanical Services ~ Subhead:
Department
Programme: (3) Energy Efficiency and Conservation, and Alternative Energy

Controlling Officer: Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:  As mentioned under the Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2009-10, the
Department will implement the first phase of the mandatory Energy Efficiency
Labelling Scheme (EELS) and make proposal for the second phase of the scheme.
Please advise the relevant work plan, timetable and estimated expenditure.

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Tanya

Reply:

The Energy Efficiency (Labelling of Products) Ordinance (the Ordinance) was enacted on 9 May
2008, with an 18-month grace period for the trades to make the necessary preparation for the
implementation of the first phase of the mandatory EELS. Upon the expiry of the grace period on
8 November 2009, energy labels will be required to be shown on the three prescribed products,
namely room air-conditioners, refrigerating appliances and compact fluorescent lamps, for supply
in Hong Kong. The Government will continue its efforts in promoting the scheme to the public
and the trades. The estimated expenditure in 2009-10 is about $200,000.

The Government has pledged in the 2008-09 Policy Address to propose legislative amendments to
the Ordinance in 2009 for the implementation of the second phase of the mandatory EELS. The
Government has prepared the necessary information for law drafting and has set up a taskforce to
consult relevant trades and stakeholders in the first quarter of 2009. It is envisaged that the
consultation with the trades will complete in the third quarter of 2009, and the amendment proposal
will then be ready for submission to the Legislative Council by the fourth quarter of 2009. It is
premature to estimate the required expenditure of the second phase of the scheme at this stage.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENBO049
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
2932
Head: 42 — Electrical and Mechanical Services Subhead:
Department
Programme: (3) Energy Efficiency and Conservation, and Alternative Energy

Controlling Officer: Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:  In 2009-10, the Department will address the issue of energy wastage of external
lighting. Please advise the details of the work plan and the estimated expenditure.
Would the Department also address light pollution issues that may arise from
external lighting at the same time? If yes, please advise the associated work plan and
the estimated expenditure. If not, please advise why.

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Tanya

The consultancy studies to address the issue of energy wastage of external lighting will be
conducted in 2009-10. The studies will cover overseas practices in guiding and regulating external
lighting and a survey on the impacts of external lighting in Hong Kong. It is estimated that the
studies will cost about $4 million. In assessing the impact of external lighting, its impact on
sensitive receivers will also be covered.
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Reply Serial No.

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10

ENBO050
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
2933
Head: 42 — Electrical and Mechanical Services ~ Subhead:
Department
Programme: (3) Energy Efficiency and Conservation, and Alternative Energy

Controlling Officer: Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:  Under this Programme, the works of the Department should include research and
development on alternative energy and the application of alternative energy
technologies. However, under the Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2009-10,
these works have not been specifically mentioned. Is there any plan of action for the
aforementioned works in 2009-10? If yes, what are the details? If not, what are the
reasons?

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Tanya

Reply:

While the Department will focus on research and development in the application of innovative
energy efficiency technologies in 2009-10, the evaluation of the results of the projects on
alternative energy technologies completed in 2007-08 and 2008-09 will continue in 2009-10.
These projects include solar-assisted air-conditioning system and sun tracking photovoltaic
system. The Department will also continue to pay close attention to the latest development of
alternative energy technologies in the market with a view to identifying technologies suitable for
application in local situation.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2009-10 Reply Serial No.

ENBO051
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
2935
Head: 42 — Electrical and Mechanical Services Subhead:
Department
Programme: (1) Energy Supply; Electrical, Gas and Nuclear Safety

Controlling Officer: Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services

Director of Bureau: Secretary for the Environment

Question:  The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) has indicated that one of
the focuses of work in 2009-10 is to continue to conduct studies on the development of
the electricity market structure. Has the Department set any specific direction for the
studies in this aspect? If yes, what are the details? What is the specific work plan in
this aspect in 2009-10? Moreover, will the Department include the feasibility of
inter-connecting the networks of the two power companies and segregating the
generation sector from the network sector in the study plan? If yes, what is the
detailed arrangement? If not, what is the reason?

Asked by: Hon. CHAN Tanya

Reply:

EMSD will provide technical support to the Environment Bureau to conduct studies on the
long-term market structure for the electricity market. The studies will cover the exploration of
various options of a new market mechanism and the associated regulatory framework for the
electricity market, with due regard to the unique situation of Hong Kong. The studies commenced
in end January 2009 and are expected to be completed by the end of 2009. Inter-connection
between the networks of the