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Before proceeding to the agenda items, the Chairman reminded
Members that the policy briefing on the Chief Executive (CE)'s Policy Address
for the Panel on Financial Affairs would be held at 4:30 pm in the Chamber.

l. Confirmation of minutes of meetings

(a) st meeting held on 8 October 2008

(LC Paper No. CB(2) 33/08-09)

(b)  2nd meeting held on 10 October 2008

(LC Paper No. CB(2) 34/08-09)

2. The two set of minutes were confirmed.

[I. Mattersarising

Report by the Chairman on her meeting with the Chief Secretary for

Administration (CS)
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Frequency and duration of CE's Question and Answer (Q & A) Sessions

3. The Chairman said that she had conveyed to CS the requests from
Members for the frequency of CE's Q & A Sessions to be increased to once a
month, and the duration of each Session to be extended to two hours. CS had
undertaken to convey Members requests to CE. The Chairman further said
that she would report to Members on CE's response.

Proceedings of committee meetings

4, In connection with the setting of a time limit by some committees at
their meetings for members to raise questions and the officials to respond, the
Chairman said that CS had made a request for the committee chairmen
concerned to exercise discretion and alow the officials who wished to respond
to do so even if the time had expired. The Chairman further said that she
would follow up the matter with the chairmen of the 18 Panels and revert to
Members if necessary.

5. Ms Emily LAU, Chairman of the Finance Committee (FC), said that CS
had aso raised the matter with her in respect of FC meetings. As the
arrangement to be adopted should apply similarly to meetings of FC and other
committees, she considered it undesirable for the matter to be followed up
separately by the House Committee and FC. She hoped that Members could
reach a consensus on the arrangement to be adopted for meetings of al
committees concerned.

6. Mr Tommy CHEUNG said that apart from the chairmen of the 18 Panels,
other Members should also be consulted as they might be elected as chairmen
of other committees or Panels in future legislative sessions. He further said
that the Chairman should convey to CS Members' view that officials attending
committee meetings should answer members questions directly and not go
round in circleswhich in turn was awaste of time.  When he chaired meetings,
he would normally exercise discretion in allowing officials who wished to
respond to do so for a short while even if the time had expired. However, he
would discontinue their response should they be found not answering members
guestions.

7. The Chairman proposed that she would follow up the matter with the
chairmen of the 18 Panels and other committees, and would revert to the House
Committee if necessary. Members agreed.
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Business arising from previous Council meetings

Legal Service Division report on subsidiary legisation gazetted on
10 October 2008 and tabled in Council on 15 October 2008

(LC Paper No. LS4/08-09)

8. The Chairman said that only one item of subsidiary legislation, i.e. the
Air Navigation (Hong Kong) Order 1995 (Amendment) Order 2008
(Commencement) Notice, was gazetted on 10 October 2008 and tabled in the
Council on 15 October 2008.

9. Members did not raise any query on the Commencement Notice.

10. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending the
Commencement Notice was 12 November 2008, or 3 December 2008 if
extended by resolution.

Further businessfor the Council meeting on 22 October 2008

Questions
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 50/08-09)

11. The Chairman said that Mr LAU Kong-wah had replaced his oral
guestion.

Businessfor the Council meeting of 29, 30 and 31 October 2008

(a) Questions
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 51/08-09)

12. The Chairman said that as at the time of the House Committee meeting,
atotal of 19 written questions had been scheduled for the Council meeting, and
there remained one dot.

(b) Members motion

Motion of Thanks

(Director of Administration’s letter dated 15 October 2008 on “ The
Debate on the Motion of Thanks on the 2008-2009 Policy Address:
Proposed Grouping of Policy Areas’ (LC Paper No.
CB(2)74/08-09(01)))
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VI.

VII.

13. The Chairman referred Members to the letter of the Director of
Administration dated 15 October 2008 on the proposed grouping of policy
areas for the five debate sessons. Members agreed with the proposed

grouping.

14. The Chairman further said that should there be any change in the final
arrangements in response to Members speeches, the Administration would
advise the President before the public officers spoke at the relevant sessions.

15. Ms Emily LAU sad that after Members had spoken in each debate
session, there would be a 10-minute suspension of the meeting for the
designated public officers to co-ordinate their response. She reminded
Members that a quorum had to be present when the Council meeting was
resumed after each of the suspension.

Position on Bills Committees and subcommittees
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 35/08-09)

16. The Chairman said that there were five subcommittees under the House
Committeein action.

Appointment of subcommittees on policy issues
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 51/08-09)

17. The Chairman invited Members to note the latest position of
subcommittees on policy issues proposed for appointment as stated in
paragraph 3 of the paper. The Chairman further said that under the existing
arrangements, the maximum number of subcommittees under the House
Committee and Panels on policy issues and Council business other than
subsidiary legidation, other instruments and appointment or removal of senior
judges that might be in operation at any one time was eight.

18. Mr James TO said that Members belonging to the Democratic Party
were concerned about the long duration of operation of some subcommittees on
policy issues in the past as it would affect the activation of subcommittees on
thewaiting list. He considered that subcommittees should review the progress
of their work, say, one year after their commencement to examine the need to
continue operation.
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19. The Chairman said that similar concerns had been raised during past
discussions on the operation of subcommittees. To address such concerns, the
House Rules had provided that the terms of reference of a subcommittee should
be issue-specific or project-specific, and it should complete its work within 12
months of its commencement.

20. Mr James TO said that there were occasions where a subcommittee did
not hold meetings for several months while awaiting the Administration's
response on certain issues. He considered such situation undesirable.  While
noting that the matters under study by the subcommittee might be of great
importance, he considered it necessary to closely monitor the progress of
subcommittees.

21. Mr WONG Kwok-kin suggested that the proposed Subcommittee on
Review of the Urban Renewa Strategy listed in Appendix | to the paper be
appointed under the House Committee instead of the Panel on Development, as
non-Panel members might be interested to join it.

22. The Chairman explained that the purpose of the paper was to provide
Members with an overview of the latest position on the number of
subcommittees on policy issues proposed for appointment.  Matters
concerning the appointment of the proposed subcommittees should be dealt
with by the Panels concerned.

23. Mr LEE Wing-tat said that the issue regarding the maximum number of
subcommittees on policy issues in operation had been discussed in the Third
LegCo. While recognising that the LegCo Secretariat’s resources were not
unlimited, he considered it necessary to increase the maximum number of such
subcommittees from eight to 12. He was concerned that some subcommittees
on the waiting list could not be activated during the Third LegCo owing to the
long duration of operation of certain subcommittees. In his view, more
subcommittees could be serviced by the Secretariat if the duration of their
operation was shortened. He aso hoped that the President would honour his
pledge in presidency election to seek additional resources for the Secretariat to
support the work of Members.

24. The Charman said that in principle, the maximum number of such
subcommittees was eight. The House Committee might activate
subcommittees on the waiting list even after the maximum number of eight had
been reached, after having considered the relevant factors stated in rule 26(b)
of the House Rules. She requested the Secretariat to explore how far the
present arrangements could be improved after reviewing its resources.
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25. Dr Margaret NG considered that the issues regarding the maximum
number of subcommittees in operation and the subcommittees to be appointed
were related. She noted with concern the proposed appointment of three
subcommittees under the Panel on Development. She considered it necessary
to work out an agreed arrangement concerning the maximum number of
subcommittees under a Panel that could be appointed and activated. While
sharing Mr LEE Wing-tat's view on the need to increase the resources for the
LegCo Secretariat, she did not agree with the need for a quota of
subcommittees in operation. She stressed that LegCo should act in response
to public concern, and its work should not be inhibited by the artificial setting
of a quota for subcommittees. Even if the LegCo Secretariat was not
allocated with the required resources by the Administration to support the work
of Members, The Legislative Council Commission should formulate a deficit
budget for the purpose.

26. The Chairman considered it inappropriate to discuss the matter in-depth
at the meeting without the relevant information concerning the Secretariat’'s
resources. She suggested that the matter be discussed after the relevant
information was available. She also suggested that to facilitate Members
discussion, the Secretariat should make proposals concerning the arrangement
on the number of subcommittees under a Panel that could be in operation at any
onetime.

27. Ms Emily LAU agreed with the Chairman's view. She said that the
Secretariat should state clearly the resources required to support the work of
varying number of subcommittees on policy issues.

28. Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung said that the responsibility to seek more
resources for the Secretariat should rest with the President, in honour of his
pledge in the presidency election.

29. Dr Margaret NG clarified that it should not be the responsibility of the
President but The Legidative Council Commission to seek more resources for
the Secretariat. She said that The Legidative Council Commission had
emphasized time and agan that the LegCo Secretariat was not an
administrative arm of the Government, and LegCo would do what it should
even without the additional resources.

30. Inresponse to the Chairman, Secretary General said that the Secretariat
would provide a paper for Members' discussion.

31. Members agreed to discuss the subject again when the relevant
information was available.
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VIII. Election of Members for appointment to the Public Accounts Committee,

Committee on Members Interestsand Committee on Rules of Procedure
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 17/08-09 issued vide LC Paper No. CB(2) 6/08-09 dated
9 October 2008)

(a) Election of seven M embersto the Public Accounts Committee (PAC)

32.  The Chairman invited Members to make nominations. The following
Members were nominated and elected for appointment to PAC -

Dr Philip WONG Yu-hong
Mr Andrew CHENG

Mr Abraham SHEK

Mr Alan LEONG

Ms Starry LEE

Mr Paul CHAN

Mr WONG Yuk-man

(b) Election of seven Membersto the Committee on Members Interests

(CMI)

33.  Thefollowing Members were nominated and elected for appointment to
CMI -

Mrs Sophie LEUNG
Mr WONG Yung-kan
Ms Emily LAU

Mr Abraham SHEK
Mr Alan LEONG

Mr Paul CHAN

Mr WONG Sing-chi

(c) Election of 12 Members to the Committee on Rules of Procedure

(CRoP)

34.  The following Members were nominated and elected for appointment to
CRoP -

Mr Albert HO

Dr Margaret NG

Mrs Sophie LEUNG
Ms Emily LAU

Mr TAM Yiu-chung
Mr Tommy CHEUNG
Mr Ronny TONG
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Dr PriscillaLEUNG
Mr WONG Yuk-man
Mr IPWai-ming

Mr IP Kwok-him
Mrs ReginalP

35. The Chairman suspended the meeting for about 15 minutes to alow the
Members of the three committees to elect among themselves their Chairmen
and Deputy Chairmen.

(The meeting was suspended at 2:54 pm and resumed at 3:08 pm.)

36. The Charman informed Members that -

(@  Dr Philip WONG and Mr Paul CHAN were elected Chairman
and Deputy Chairman of PAC respectively;

(b)  Mrs Sophie LEUNG and Ms Emily LAU were elected Chairman
and Deputy Chairman of CMI respectively; and

(c) Mr TAM Yiu-chung and Dr Margaret NG were elected Chairman
and Deputy Chairman of CRoP respectively.

37.  The Chairman said that the membership of the three committees would
be submitted to the President for appointment.

Election of Membersto the Parliamentary Liaison Subcommittee
(Paragraphs 45 to 52 of the minutes of the 2nd House Committee meeting on
10 October 2008)

(LC Paper No. CB(3) 16/08-09 issued vide LC Paper No. CB(2) 6/08-09 dated
9 October 2008)

38.  The Chairman said that at the last House Committee meeting, Members
agreed that it was not necessary to set a limit on the membership size of the
Subcommittee. Sheinvited Members to join the Subcommittee.

39. Thefollowing 10 Membersjoined the Subcommittee -

Mr Fred LI

Mr James TO

Mrs Sophie LEUNG
Ms Emily LAU

Mr Abraham SHEK
Prof Patrick LAU
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MsCyd HO

Mr CHAN Hak-kan
Miss CHAN Tanya
MrsReginalP

40. The Chairman said that the Subcommittee would comprise the above 10
Members and no further circular for membership would be issued by the
LegCo Secretariat.

Nomination and election of Member s of the L egislative Council to advisory
bodies and gover ning bodies of educational institutions

(LC Paper No. CB(2) 4/08-09 issued vide LC Paper No. CB(2) 6/08-09 dated 9
October 2008)

(a) Two Members to serve on the Disaster Relief Fund Advisory
Committee

41. Mrs Sophie LEUNG LAU Yau-fun and Mr WONG Sing-chi were
nominated and elected to serve on the Disaster Relief Fund Advisory
Committee.

(b) OneMember to serveon the Po L eung Kuk Advisory Board

42.  Mr WONG Ting-kwong was nominated and elected to serve on the Po
Leung Kuk Advisory Board.

(c) One Member to serve on the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals
Advisory Board

43. Ms Cyd HO was nominated and elected to serve on the Tung Wah
Group of Hospitals Advisory Board.

(d) Three Members to serve on the Council of The Chinese University
of Hong Kong

44.  Mr Tommy CHEUNG, Mr CHAN Hak-kan, Mr WONG Yuk-man and
Dr LEUNG Ka-lau were nominated.

45.  Asthe number of nominations exceeded that required for appointment,
the Chairman ordered a vote by a show of hands. The Chairman reminded
Members that they could only vote thrice at the most. The outcome of the
vote was as follows -
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XI.

X1,
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Mr Tommy CHEUNG 37 votes

Mr CHAN Hak-kan 36 votes
Mr WONG Yuk-man 34 votes
Dr LEUNG Ka-lau 9 votes

46. The Chairman declared Mr Tommy CHEUNG, Mr CHAN Hak-kan and
Mr WONG Yuk-man elected to serve on the Council of The Chinese University
of Hong Kong.

(e) FEiveMembersto serveon the Court of the University of Hong Kong

47. Mr LEE Cheuk-yan, Mr James TO, Mr Abraham SHEK, Mr IP
Kwok-him and Mrs Regina IP were nominated and elected to serve on the
Court of the University of Hong Kong.

M eetings-cum-luncheons with District Council members
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 36/08-09)

48.  The Chairman sought Members' views on the proposed arrangements set
out in paragraphs 4 and 5 of the paper for holding meetings-cum-luncheons
with members of District Councils (DCs) in the Fourth LegCo.

49. The Chairman said that as in the last term, it was proposed that
Members continued to hold one meeting with each DC within a legidative
session. Under this arrangement, at least three complete rounds of meetings
with members of the 18 DCs would be held before their term ended on 31
December 2011.

50. The Chairman added that Members would be further consulted on the
arrangements for meeting with the DCs in late 2011 as well as with members of
the fourth term DCs starting from January 2012 when the timing for moving
into the new LegCo Complex was clear.

51. Members agreed to the proposed arrangements.

52.  The Charman said that the Secretariat would contact the 18 DCs
through the Home Affairs Department to make arrangements for the
meetings-cum-luncheons.

Meetings between Legidative Council Members and Heung Yee Kuk
Councillors
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 37/08-09)
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53.  The Chairman sought Members' views on the proposed arrangements set
out in paragraph 3 of the paper for holding meetings with Councillors of Heung
Y EE Kuk in the Fourth LegCo.

54.  The Chairman said that as in the past, it was proposed that one to two
meetings be held for Members to meet with Heung Yee Kuk Councillors in
each legidative session to enhance communication and to exchange views on
matters of mutual interest and concern.

55.  Members agreed to the proposed arrangements.

56. The Chairman said that the LegCo Secretariat would proceed to
organize the first meeting with Heung Yee Kuk in the current term.

Proposal to set up a subcommittee under the House Committee to follow
up Members remuneration and oper ating expenses reimbur sement
(LC Paper No. AS 44/08-09)

57.  The Chairman proposed that a subcommittee be formed under the House
Committee to continue to study issues relating to Members' remuneration and
operating expenses reimbursement, including outstanding issues from the Third
LegCo as detailed in paragraphs 6 to 16 of the paper. Members agreed. The
following Members agreed to join: Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Ms Emily LAU,
Mr WONG Ting-kwong, Prof Patrick LAU (as advised by Ir Dr Raymond HO),
Miss Tanya CHAN, Mr IP Kwok-him and Mrs Regina IP.

58. The Chairman said that the LegCo Secretariat would issue a circular to
invite Members to join the Subcommittee.

Proposal to appoint a subcommittee to study issues arising from Lehman
Brothers-related minibonds and structured financial products

(a) Appointment of the subcommittee
(LC Paper No. CB(1) 35/08-09)

59. The Chairman said that at the speciad House Committee meeting on
13 October 2008, Members had expressed support for a subcommittee to be set
up under the House Committee to study issues arising from Lehman
Brothers-related minibonds and structured financial products.
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60. Members endorsed the appointment of the subcommittee with the
proposed terms of reference, workplan and time frame as detailed in paragraphs
51to 8 of the paper. The following Members agreed to join: Mr Albert HO, Ir
Dr Raymond HO, Dr Margaret NG, Mr James TO, Mr CHAN Kam-lam, Ms
Emily LAU, Mr Abraham SHEK (as advised by Ir Dr Raymond HO), Ms
Audrey EU, Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung, Mr WONG Ting-kwong, Mr Ronny
TONG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr KAM Nai-wai, Ms Starry LEE, Mr Paul
CHAN, Miss Tanya CHAN, Dr Priscilla LEUNG (as advised by Ir Dr
Raymond HO), Mr IPWai-ming and Mrs Regina IP.

61. The Chairman said that the LegCo Secretariat would issue a circular to
invite Membersto join the Subcommittee.

(b) Proposal for the subcommittee to exercise the powers conferred by
section 9(1) of the Legidative Council (Powers and Privileges)
Ordinance (Cap. 382)

(Joint letter dated 14 October 2008 from Hon James TO Kun-sun and
Hon KAM Nai-wai (LC Paper No. CB(2) 38/08-09(01))

62. The Chairman informed Members that to ensure precise recording of
Members views on the issue of Lehman Brothers-related minibonds, verbatim
transcript would be produced for the part regarding the proposa for the
subcommittee to exercise the powers under section 9(1) of the Legidative
Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382). The verbatim
transcript of the discussionsisin the Appendix.

Proposal to appoint a select committee to investigate the case of
Mr LEUNG Chin-man

(Letter dated 11 October 2008 from Hon LEE Wing-tat to the Chairman of the
House Committee (LC Paper No. CB(2) 38/08-09(02))

63. Mr LEE Wing-tat referred Members to his letter dated 11 October 2008
proposing the appointment of a select committee to inquire into the case of Mr
LEUNG Chin-man. He said that in view of the wide public concern over the
appointment of Mr LEUNG, who had served as the Permanent Secretary for
Housing, Planning and Lands (Housing) and Director of Housing, by New
World China Lands Limited, he considered it necessary for LegCo to appoint a
select committee to inquire into the processing of Mr LEUNG's application for
post-service work by the relevant policy bureaux and the Advisory Committee
on Post-service Employment of Civil Servants. Mr LEE further said that after
the commencement of the Fourth LegCo, he had sought the view of Members
on the proposed appointment of a select committee. Many Members had
expressed support for the proposal, and some Members had indicated objection.
He appeded to Members to support the appointment of a select committee.
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He added that subject to Members support for his proposal, a subcommittee
should be set up to undertake the necessary preparatory work, including
drawing up the terms of reference of the select committee and making
proposals on its membership.

64. Mr Tommy CHEUNG said that Members belonging to the Liberal Party
supported the proposed appointment of a select committee to investigate the
case of Mr LEUNG Chin-man.

65. Mr IP Kwok-him said that Members belonging to the Democratic
Alliance for the Betterment and Progress of Hong Kong supported the
proposed appointment of a select committee.

66. Mr WONG Kwok-kin said that Members belonging to the Hong Kong
Federation of Trade Unions also supported the proposed appointment of a
select committee.

67. Mr Abraham SHEK said that Members belonging to the Alliance did not
support the appointment of a select committee.

68. Ms Audrey EU said that Members belonging to the Civic Party
supported the proposed appointment of a select committee.

69. The Chairman put to vote the proposal that a select committee be
appointed by LegCo to inquire into the case of Mr LEUNG Chin-man. The
result was. 40 Members voted in favour of and 4 Members voted against the
proposal, and no Member abstained. The proposal was supported.

70.  The Chairman proposed that a subcommittee be formed to undertake the
necessary preparatory work. Members agreed. The following Members
agreed to join: Ir Dr Raymond HO, Dr Margaret NG Mr James TO, Mrs
Sophie LEUNG, Mr LAU Kong-wah, Ms Emily LAU, Mr Abraham SHEK, Mr
LEE Wing-tat, Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung, Mr Ronny TONG, Prof Patrick LAU,
Ms Cyd HO, Miss CHAN Tanya, Mr WONG Yuk-man, Mr |P Wai-ming and
Dr PAN Pey-chyou.

71. The Chairman said that the LegCo Secretariat would issue a circular to
invite Membersto join the Subcommittee.
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XVI. Any other business

72.  There being no other business, the meeting ended at 4:26 pm.

Council Business Division 2
Leqgidative Council Secretariat
23 October 2008

081010e.doc
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