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Action  
 
 1. The Chairman reminded Members that the Finance Committee meeting 

would be held at 3:00 pm after the House Committee meeting.  
 
 
I. Confirmation of the minutes of the 6th meeting held on 14 November 2008 

(LC Paper No. CB(2) 306/08-09) 
 
2. The minutes were confirmed. 
 
 

II. Matters arising 
 
Report by the Chairman on her meeting with the Chief Secretary for 
Administration (CS)  
 
3. The Chairman said that there was nothing special to report. 
 
Frequency and duration of the Chief Executive's Question and Answer (CE's  
Q & A) Sessions  
 
4. Ms Emily LAU expressed dissatisfaction at CE not having responded to 
Members' requests for increasing the frequency and extending the duration of 
CE's Q & A Sessions. 
 
5. The Chairman said that she had already reminded CS about Members' 
requests at their meeting on 11 November 2008, and CS had advised that he 
had reminded the CE's Office and a response from CE was awaited.  The 
Chairman added that she would follow up the matter with CS again. 
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III. Further business for the Council meeting on 26 November 2008 
 
(a) Government motion 

 
Proposed resolution to be moved by the Secretary for Food and 
Health under section 34(2) of the Interpretation and General 
Clauses Ordinance relating to the Harmful Substances in Food 
(Amendment) Regulation 2008 
(Wording of the proposed resolution issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 
161/08-09 dated 20 November 2008.) 

 
6. The Chairman said that the Amendment Regulation was concerned with 
the level of melamine in specified foods.  The proposed resolution was for 
seeking the Legislative Council (LegCo)'s approval to include definitions for 
the terms “milk” and “milk beverage” in the Amendment Regulation.  The 
Chairman further said that the proposed amendment was supported by the 
relevant Subcommittee, which had presented its report at the House Committee 
meeting on 7 November 2008. 
 
(b) Members’ motions 

 
Motion for the adjournment of the Council to be moved by Hon 
Miriam LAU Kin-yee concerning the adjustment in the fares for the 
hiring of Lantau and urban taxis 
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 157/08-09 
dated 18 November 2008.) 

 
7. The Chairman said that at the last House Committee meeting, Members 
agreed that subject to no amendments being proposed to the Road Traffic 
(Public Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulation 2008, she, in her capacity 
as the Chairman of the relevant Subcommittee, would move a motion for the 
adjournment of the Council on the subject matter on 26 November 2008.  As 
Members had not proposed any amendments by the deadline for notice on 19 
November 2008, she would move the above motion at the Council meeting. 
 
8. The Chairman further said that the adjournment debate would be held 
after the two Members' motions with no legislative effect and before the 
conclusion of all the business on the Agenda of the Council. 
 
9. The Chairman added that she had suggested to the President to consider 
exercising his discretion to extend the duration of the adjournment debate to 
enable all Members wishing to speak at the adjournment debate to do so. 
 
10. In response to Ms Emily LAU, the Chairman said that the 
Subcommittee's written report had already been issued to Members for the last 
House Committee meeting. 
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IV. Business for the Council meeting on 3 December 2008 

 
(a) Questions 
 (LC Paper No. CB(3) 156/08-09) 
 
11. The Chairman said that 20 questions (six oral and 14 written) had been 
scheduled for the meeting. 
 
(b) Bills - First Reading and moving of Second Reading 
 
12. The Chairman said that no notice had been received yet. 
  
(c) Government motions 

 
Two proposed resolutions to be moved by the Chief Secretary for 
Administration under the Criminal Procedure Ordinance and the 
Coroners Ordinance relating to the following subsidiary legislation 
respectively: 
 
(i) the Criminal Procedure (Witnesses' Allowances) (Amendment) 

Rules 2008; and  
 
(ii) the Coroners (Witnesses' Allowances) (Amendment) Rules 

2008 
 
(Wording of the proposed resolutions issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 
131/08-09 dated 11 November 2008.) 
(LC Paper No. LS 16/08-09) 

 
13. The Chairman said that the two proposed resolutions were for seeking 
LegCo's approval of the Criminal Procedure (Witnesses' Allowance) 
(Amendment) Rules 2008 and Coroners (Witnesses' Allowance) (Amendment) 
Rules 2008 to revise the maximum rates of allowances payable to ordinary 
witnesses from $280 to $360 for a day and to expert/professional witnesses 
from $1,690 to $2,170 for a day in criminal proceedings and coroners' inquests. 
 
14. The Chairman added that the Judiciary Administration had provided an 
information paper on the proposed revisions to the Panel on Administration of 
Justice and Legal Services on 23 May 2008, and the Panel had not raised any 
queries on the paper.   
 
15. Members did not raise objection to the Administration moving the 
proposed resolutions at the Council meeting. 
 



- 6 - 
Action 

(d) Members’ motions 
 

(i) Motion on "Alleviating the disparity between the rich and the 
poor and assisting the grassroots in facing up to economic 
adversities"  
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 
160/08-09 dated 20 November 2008.) 

  
(ii) Motion on "Formulating new policies on public and public 

housing estate markets" 
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 
164/08-09 dated 20 November 2008.) 
 

16. The Chairman said that the above motions would be moved by Mr 
Frederick FUNG and Mr Tommy CHEUNG, and the wording of the motions 
had been issued to Members. 
 
17. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of 
amendments, if any, to the motions was Wednesday, 26 November 2008. 
 
 

V. Report of Bills Committees and subcommittees 
 
Report of the Subcommittee on Preparatory Work for the Appointment of 
the Select Committee to Inquire into Matters relating to the Post-service 
Employment of Mr LEUNG Chin-man  
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 307/08-09) 
 
18. Ms LI Fung-ying, Chairman of the Subcommittee, reported that the 
Subcommittee had held three meetings on 4, 7 and 17 November 2008 to 
discuss the terms of reference (TOR), membership size and the procedure for 
nomination of members of the proposed select committee to be appointed by 
LegCo to inquire into matters relating to the post-service work of Mr LEUNG 
Chin-man (the Select Committee). 
 
19. Ms LI elaborated that the Subcommittee had discussed in detail the 
proposed TOR of the Select Committee and the amendments proposed by some 
members.  After discussions and voting, the Subcommittee agreed to 
recommend for the endorsement of the House Committee the proposed TOR 
and the proposed motion for the appointment of the Select Committee to be 
moved by the Subcommittee Chairman at the Council meeting on 10 December 
2008, as set out in Appendices II and III to the paper respectively.   
 
20. Ms LI further invited the House Committee to endorse the 
Subcommittee's recommendations on the membership size of the Select 
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Committee (comprising 12 members, including the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman) and the procedure for nominating its Chairman, Deputy Chairman 
and members as set out in paragraph 13 of the paper.  Ms LI added that should 
the motion on the Select Committee be passed by the Council on 10 December 
2008, nomination of members to the Select Committee would be made at the 
House Committee meeting on 12 December 2008. 
 
21. Members endorsed the proposed TOR, membership size, the procedure 
for nominating the Chairman, Deputy Chairman and members of the Select 
Committee, and the proposed motion for the appointment of the Select 
Committee to be moved by the Subcommittee Chairman at the Council meeting 
on 10 December 2008. 
 
22. The Chairman said that should the proposed motion be passed by the 
Council on 10 December 2008, nomination of members to the Select 
Committee would be made at the House Committee meeting on 12 December 
2008.  Members agreed.  
 
 

VI. Position on Bills Committees and subcommittees 
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 308/08-09) 
 
23. The Chairman said that there was one Bills Committee, five 
subcommittees under the House Committee (i.e. two subcommittees on 
subsidiary legislation/other instruments and three subcommittees on other 
issues) and two subcommittees under Panels in action. 
 
 

VII. Any other business 
 
24. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 2:38 pm. 
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