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Ms Pauline NG Secretary General
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Mrs Constance LI Assistant Secretary General 1
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Mrs Percy MA Assistant Secretary General (Specia Duty)
Mr LEE Yu-sung Senior Assistant Legal Adviser 1

Mr Arthur CHEUNG Senior Assistant Legal Adviser 2

Mrs Sharon TONG Principal Council Secretary (Complaints)
Mr Simon WONG Chief Public Information Officer

Miss Becky YU Chief Council Secretary (1)1

Miss Odelia LEUNG Chief Council Secretary (2)6
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Mr YI1CK Wing-kin Assistant Legal Adviser 8

Ms ClaraTAM Assistant Legal Adviser 9

MsAmy YU Senior Council Secretary (2)3

Mr Arthur KAN

Legidative Assistant (2)8

Confirmation of the minutes of the 22nd meeting held on 8 May 2009
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1528/08-09)

The minutes were confirmed.

Mattersarising

Report by the Chairman on her meeting with the Chief Secretary for
Administration (CS)

2. The Chairman said that she had conveyed to CS the issues which
Members would like to raise at the special House Committee meeting to be
held on 22 May 2009.

Business arising from previous Council meetings

(a) Legal Service Divison report on bills referred to the House
Committeein accordance with Rule 54(4)

(1) Dutiable Commodities (Amendment) Bill 2009
(LC Paper No. LS 63/08-09)

3. The Chairman said that the Bill sought to give effect to the proposal in
the 2009-2010 Budget to increase the rates of duty on various types of tobacco
by 50%.
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4, Mr Albert CHAN considered it necessary to form a Bills Committee to
study the Bill.

5. The Chairman proposed that a Bills Committee be formed to study the
Bill in detail. Members agreed. The following Members agreed to join:
Mr Andrew CHENG, Mr Albert CHAN and Miss Tanya CHAN (as advised by
MsAudrey EU).

6. The Chairman said that as there were vacant dots, the Bills Committee
could commence work immediately.

(i)  Inland Revenue (Amendment) Bill 2009
(LC Paper No. LS 64/08-09)

7. The Chairman said that the Bill sought to give effect to the one-off tax
reduction for the year of assessment 2008-2009 as proposed in the 2009-2010
Budget, i.e. to reduce the amounts of saaries tax and tax under personal
assessment payable for the year of assessment by 50% or $6,000, whichever was
the lesser.

8. Members did not raise objection to the resumption of the Second
Reading debate on the Bill.

(b) Legal Service Divison report on subsidiary legidation and
non-legidative instrument gazetted on 8 May 2009 and tabled in
Council on 13 May 2009
(LC Paper No. LS 69/08-09)

0. The Chairman said that a total of three items of subsidiary legidlation
and a Code of Practice on Employment made under the Race Discrimination
Ordinance were gazetted on 8 May 2009 and tabled in the Council on 13 May
2009.

10. Regarding the Food Business (Amendment) Regulation 2009, the
Chairman said that it was to amend the Principal Regulation to prohibit the
extraction of seawater from specified prohibited areas for keeping live fish and
live shell fish intended for sale for human consumption. The prohibited areas
included the Victoria Harbour, the 14 typhoon shelters specified in the
Schedule to the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (Typhoon Shelters)
Regulation, areas along the shoreline of Hong Kong Island (including Ap Lei
Chau) and areas along the western shoreline of the New Territories (including
Tsing Yi).

11. The Chairman further said that the Panel on Food Safety and
Environmental Hygiene had been consulted on the Regulation at its meeting on
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20 January 2009. While members supported the legislative proposals in
principle, some members considered the proposed penalty level too low.

12.  Mr Fred LI said that some seafood traders at Lel Yue Mun area had
raised objection to the legidative proposals. He considered it necessary to
form a subcommittee to study the Regulation.

13. Mrs Regina IP expressed support for forming a subcommittee to
scrutinize the Regulation.

14. The Chairman proposed that a subcommittee be formed to study the
Regulation in detail. Members agreed. The following Members agreed to
join. Mr Fred LI, Mr CHAN Kam-lam, Mr Tommy CHEUNG, Mr Alan
LEONG, Mr WONG Kwok-kin and Mrs Regina IP.

15. Regarding the Race Discrimination (Formal Investigations) Rules and
Race Discrimination (Investigation and Conciliation) Rules, the Chairman said
that they were made by the Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC) under
section 82 of the Race Discrimination Ordinance. The Race Discrimination
(Formal Investigations) Rules set out the procedure of formal investigation
conducted by EOC under the Ordinance, while the Discrimination
(Investigation and Conciliation) Rules the procedure relating to the lodgement
of complaints under section 78 of the Ordinance and the investigation and
conciliation of such complaints.

16. MsEmily LAU considered it necessary to form a subcommittee to study
thetwo setsof Rules. Members agreed.

17. As regards the Code of Practice on Employment made under the Race
Discrimination Ordinance which was a non-legidative instrument, the
Chairman said that EOC had conducted public consultation on the first draft of
the Code. The Lega Service Division had written to EOC to seek
clarification on some drafting points about the Code and would provide a
further report if necessary.

18. Dr Margaret NG said that when the Panel on Constitutional Affairs was
briefed on the first draft of the Code, many members and organizations had
raised various concerns. She considered it necessary to form a subcommittee
to study the Code.

19. As the two sets of Rules and the Code were al related to the
implementation of the Race Discrimination Ordinance, the Chairman sought
Members views on whether a subcommittee should be formed to study them
jointly, or whether two subcommittees should be formed.
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20. Dr Margaret NG said that she had no strong view on the matter.

21. Ms Cyd HO proposed that one subcommittee be formed to study the two
sets of Rules and the Code together as they fell within the same policy area.
Members agreed. The following Members agreed to join: Dr Margaret NG,
Ms Emily LAU and Ms Cyd HO.

22.  The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending these
items of subsidiary legislation and the Code was 10 June 2009, or 8 July 2009
if extended by resolution.

Further businessfor the Council meeting on 20 May 2009

(a) Bills - resumption of debate on Second Reading, Committee Stage
and Third Reading

Road Traffic (Driving-offence Points) (Amendment) Bill 2009

23. The Chairman said that the relevant Bills Committee had reported to the
House Committee at the last meeting, and Members did not raise objection to
the resumption of the Second Reading debate on the Bill.

(b) Government motion

Proposed resolution to be moved by the Secretary for Development
under section 34(2) of the Interpretation and General Clauses
Ordinancerelating to the Building (Minor Works) Regulation
(Wording of the proposed resolution issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
589/08-09 dated 14 May 2009.)

24.  The Chairman said that the relevant Subcommittee had reported to the
House Committee at the last meeting.

Businessfor the Council meeting on 27 May 2009

(a) Questions
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 586/08-09)

25. The Chairman said that 20 questions (six oral and 14 written) had been
scheduled for the meeting.
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VI.

(b) Bills- First Reading and moving of Second Reading

(i)  Village Representative Election Legidation (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill 2009

(if)  Merchant Shipping (Safety) (Amendment) Bill 2009
26. The Chairman said that the Administration had given notice to present

the above two Bills to the Council on 27 May 2009. The House Committee
would consider the Bills at its meeting on 29 May 20009.

(c) Government motion

Proposed resolution to be moved by the Secretary for Home Affairs
under the Legal Aid Ordinance

(Wording of the proposed resolution issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
567/08-09 dated 7 May 2009.)

27. The Chairman said that the Secretary for Home Affairs had given fresh
notice to move the proposed resolution at the Council meeting. The relevant
Subcommittee would report under agendaitem VI below.

(d) Members motions

(i)  Motion on " The4 Juneincident”
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
587/08-09 dated 13 May 2009.)

(i)  Motion on " Implementation of One Country, Two Systems'
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3)
591/08-09 dated 14 May 2009.)

28.  The Chairman said that the above motions would be moved by Mr LEE
Cheuk-yan and Ms Emily LAU respectively and the wording of their motions
had been issued to Members.

29.  The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of
amendments, if any, to the motions was Wednesday, 20 May 2009.

Report of Bills Committees and subcommittees

Report of the Subcommittee on Proposed Resolution under Section 7(a) of
the L egal Aid Ordinance (Cap. 91)
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1529/08-09)
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VII.

VIII.

30. The Chairman referred Members to the Subcommittee's report for
details of its deliberations as the Chairman of the Subcommittee, Mr LEE
Cheuk-yan, was not able to attend the House Committee meeting. The
Chairman said that the Subcommittee supported the Administration giving
fresh notice to move the proposed resolution at the Council meeting on 27 May
20009.

Position on Bills Committees and subcommittees
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 1530/08-09)

31. The Chairman said that there were five Bills Committees, nine
subcommittees under the House Committee (i.e. six subcommittees on
subsidiary legidation and three subcommittees on policy issues) and eight
subcommittees under Panelsin action.

Any other business

32.  Therebeing no other business, the meeting ended at 2:42 pm.

Council Business Division 2
Legidative Council Secretariat

20 May 2009
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