
 

 

To： Subcommittee on Product Eco-respons ib i l i t y (Plas t ic  Shopping Bags)  Regulat ion 

 

Fr iends of  the Ear th (HK) recognizes and supports the legis lat ive pr inc iple and 

object ive of  the Product Eco-responsib i l i t y (Plas t ic  Shopping Bags) Regulat ion.  FoE 

(HK)  bel ieves the proposed $0.5 levy wi l l  serve as  a reminder  to customers on the 

impact of  d isposable culture, though the levy may not ref lec t the real environmental 

cost .   Therefore,  FoE (HK)  wi l l  l ike to recommend the fol lowing for  considerat ion:   

 

Allow for voluntary participation by non-prescribed retai lers 

The plas t ic  bag levy scheme appl ies  to major  chain supermarkets and convenience 

stores  in  the f irs t  phase.  Many medium-sized and smal l  reta i lers,  l ike newspaper  

vendors and tenants  of  shopping malls  in  publ ic  hous ing es tates , have repor ted to FoE 

(HK) of  their  wi l l ingness to jo in the scheme to reduce the cost of  p las t ic  bags.   Thus, 

FoE(HK) reckons the need of  encouraging and a l lowing individual  reta i lers to apply for  

regis trat ion as  a registered reta i ler  for  fo l lowing reasons: 1)  to inc lude more reta i l  

shops;  2)  to minimize  the confus ion arose f rom dif ferent fee-charging schemes l ike 

one as a compulsory government  levy and one as a voluntary donat ion on no-bag days;  

3)  to  lay the ground work  for  the second phase of  plas t ic  bag levy scheme. 

 

Clear Display of  Identity by Registered Retail  Out lets  

I t  is  stated in  the proposed regulat ion that  regis tered reta i l  out le ts  should d isp lay their  

regis trat ion cer t i f icates.  FoE (HK)  bel ieves this  is  not  enough to not i f y the publ ic .  

FoE (HK) recommends the des ign of  recognizable “p last ic  bag levy” logo for  i ts  

d isp lay in posters,  advert isements , web pages, shop entrances and cashier  counters 

etc  conspicuous publ ic  recogni t ion.   The names and addresses of  regis tered reta i l  

out le ts should be l is ted and updated regular ly on the web page of  Environmental 

Protect ion Depar tment  for  publ ic  informat ion.  

 

Set Up a Report  Hot line 

FoE (HK) agrees with the penal  mechanism la id out  in  the proposed regulat ion on 

offending reta i lers that hand out f ree p last ic  shopping bags.  FoE (HK) proposes the 

adminis trat ion to set  up a report  hot l ine for  the publ ic  and the fol low-up of  the 

author i ty.   The adminis trat ion could also refer  to the month ly publ icat ion of  

convic t ions for  breaches of  ant i-pol lut ion legis lat ion by the Environmental  Protec t ion 

Depar tment.   Para l le l  l is t ing of  of fending reta i lers for  handing out  f ree p las t ic  

shopping bags should serve as a deterrent.  

 

Statement on Product Eco-responsibility 
(Plastic Shopping Bags) Regulation 

 

CB(1) 985/08-09(01)



 

 

 

Quarterly Publ icat ion of  Statist ics and Conduct Scheme Assessment within One 

Year 

The adminis trat ion should publ ish the levies received each quarter  and the data of  

p las t ic  bag use reduct ion to gain publ ic  suppor t .   FoE (HK)  beholds that a thorough 

review of  the scheme should be conducted one year into the implementat ion and a 

t imetable on the implementat ion of  second phase of  the scheme should be made to 

prepare other reta i lers l ike pharmacies, baker ies , depar tment stores and wet market  

tenants etc.   Such wi l l  a l low the publ ic  to  understand the essence of  cutt ing p last ic  

bag use as a c ivi l  ob l igat ion.       

 

Last,  FoE (HK) s trongly d isagrees that the implementat ion of  Product  

Eco-respons ib i l i t y (Plast ic  Shopping Bags)  Regulat ion should be postponed as a 

resul t  of  recent f inanc ia l tsunami, as  some advised.   FoE (HK)  asks the 

subcommittee members to seize the opportuni ty to  promote the undertak ing of 

environmental responsibi l i t y by the whole soc iety and sta l l  no fur ther  for  the 

scheduled implementat ion of  the f irs t  phase of  plas t ic  bag levy scheme by 1 July,  

2009.   

 

For  enquir ies p lease contact Senior  Environmental Affairs  Off icer  of  FoE(HK), Michel le 

Au,  by phone at 2528-5588 or by email  to  michel le@foe.org.hk. 

 

 

Fr iends of  the Earth (HK) 
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