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Ms Debbie SIU
Legidative Assistant (1)6

Proposal to move a motion for adjournment at the Council meeting
on 17 December 2008 for the purpose of enabling M embersto debate
the issue on further support measures for small and medium
enterprises

The Chairman advised that at the meeting on 1 December 2008,
members urged the Administration to devise more concrete measures to
effectively boost the confidence of lending institutions in providing credit facility
and introduce more support measures to assist the small and medium enterprises
(SMEs). Given the current predicament of SMEs and the impact of the global
financial turmoil on the economy of Hong Kong, Mr Tommy CHEUNG had
suggested at that meeting that an opportunity should be provided for Members to
express their views on further support measures for SMEs and for the
Administration to provide its response at a Council meeting to be held in
December 2008. As the proposal was made after the end of the extension of the
official meeting time on 1 December 2008, the Panel had requested the Clerk to
explore the arrangement to take forward the matter.

2. The Chairman said that this special meeting was held to discuss how to
take forward Mr Tommy CHEUNG's suggestion. Having considered the
Secretariat's advice, he sought members support for him, in the capacity as the
Panel Chairman, to move amotion for adjournment on " Predicament faced by the
small and medium enterprises due to tightened credit facility from banks" under
Rule 16(4) of the Rules of Procedure at the Council meeting on 17 December
2008. He referred membersto the wording of the motion tabled at the meeting.

3. The Panel generally supported the proposed adjournment debate and the
wording of the motion. Members agreed that the Chairman should give notice
to move the motion under Rule 16(5) at the Council meeting on 17 December
2008. Noting that two debates on Members motions had aready been
scheduled for that Council meeting, members agreed that the House Committee's
support should be sought on the following:

(@ the adjournment debate be held in addition to two other debates on
Members motions with no legislative effect at the Council meeting
on 17 December 2008;

(b) the dlot so allocated would not be counted as the Chairman's own
slot as an individual Member; and
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(c) President to be requested to consider exercising his discretion to
extend the duration of the adjournment debate beyond one and half
hours, in order to enable al Members wishing to speak at the
adjournment debate to do so.

4, There being no other business, the meeting ended at 2:30 pm.

(Post-meeting note: The Chairman moved a motion for adjournment at
the Council meeting on 17 December 2008.)

Council Business Division 1
Legidative Council Secretariat
20 February 2009




