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Secretariat of the Legislative Council Panel on Development
3" Floor, Citibank Tower,

3 Garden Road

Central

(Attn: Ms Anita Sit)

Dear Ms Sit,

Follow-up to the Development Panel
Special Meeting on 18 June 2009

At the special meeting of the Development Panel held on 18 June
2009, a Member raised concern about possible overlap between the proposed
HKSAR'’s third stage reconstruction projects, and the assistance undertaken by
provinces / municipalities directly under the Central Government under
Mainland’s cross-provincial one-on-one support scheme. The Administration
undertook to provide further information on the matter, and explain how the
reconstruction projects supported by the HKSAR were determined. The
requested information is as set out below.

The HKSAR’s reconstruction support work is conducted on a project
basis. The first and second stages projects, and the proposed third stage
projects are identified taking into account the actual needs of the affected areas
and the overall reconstruction plan of the Central Government and Sichuan, and
in consultation with the Sichuan Provincial Government. The “Post-Wenchuan
Earthquake Restoration and Reconstruction One-on-One Support Scheme” (the
one-on-one scheme) as promulgated by the State Council on 11 June 2008 (see




Appendix 1') states the one-on-one arrangement for the supporting provinces /
municipalities directly under the Central Government and the counties
receiving assistance, the scope of support, mode of delivery and the tasks’.
During the process of identifying recommended reconstruction support projects
for consideration by the HKSAR, Sichuan has taken into account the scope of
reconstruction support rendered by the supporting provinces / municipalities
under the one-on-one scheme to ensure that there is no duplication.

In view of the massive scale of the post-quake restoration and
reconstruction work, concerted support from all parts of the country is needed
to complete this arduous task. In accordance with the one-on-one scheme,
there has been suitable division of work for the reconstruction projects among
the supporting provinces / municipalities and the HKSAR. The salient points
are as set out below-

(a) The geographical distribution of the one-on-one scheme is summerised at
Appendix 2°. The arrangement is made on the basis of individual
counties. There are 39 severely affected / serious affected counties, and
100 affected counties in Sichuan. Among the 39 severely affected and
seriously affected countries, the Mainland has selected 18 to be supported
under the one-on-one scheme. The scope of support of the relevant
supporting provinces / municipalities under the one-on-one scheme can
be found at clauses 3(1) — (8) of Appendix 1. The scope includes the
construction and the restoration of residential premises in towns and
villages, town / village roads, schools, hospitals and social welfare
services facilities etc. The implementation details were decided after
discussion between the supporting parties and the parties receiving
assistance.

(b) The Sichuan Provincial Government will, on a need basis, coordinate
intra-provincial one-on-one support for other affected counties not
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Please refer to paragraph 1.3 of the Progress Report as submitted to the Development Panel on 3 February
2009 for the relevant background information.
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(c)

(d)

(e)

()

covered under the cross provincial one-on-one scheme. Under this
arrangement, an unaffected or less affected municipality / prefecture
within Sichuan will offer assistance to a designated village or town.
In view of resources constraint, reconstruction or restoration projects are
mainly focused on residential premises, medical and education facilities.
For example, the Qiaoqi Village at the Baoxing County in Ya An
Municipality (note: not the whole of the county) is rendered
intra-provincial one-on-one support by the Guangan Municipality in
Sichuan, which is itself affected by the earthquake.

There is basically no overlap between the HKSAR first / second stage
projects and the coverage of the cross-provincial one-on-one scheme.
As an illustration, there are eight seriously affected / generally affected
counties in the Ya An Municipality. The seriously affected Hanyuan
County has been rendered one-on-one support by the Hubei Province.
As mentioned in (b) above, the Qiangi Village at the Baoxing County has
been supported by the Guangan Municipality in Sichuan. Since there is
no one-on-one support for the remaining areas of the Baoxing County,
and the other 6 affected counties, Sichuan Provincial Government has to
gather resources from other channels for the necessary restoration and
reconstruction work. The 20 second stage projects supported by the
HKSAR in Ya An County are situated at locations without
cross-provincial or intra-provincial one-on-one support.

The proposed third stage projects can be put into three major categories.
The first major category is transport infrastructure. The proposed
Mianmao Highway is a cross-county project stretching from Mianmao in
Aba Prefecture to Mianzhu in Deyang. Although Mao County and
Mianzhu are supported by Shanxi and Jiangsu respectively under the
one-on-one scheme, the agreed area of assistance of these two provinces
include town / village roads, but not inter-county grade-two road like the
Mianmao Highway.

There are six projects under the second major category of the proposed
third stage projects. They include one remote medical network platform
and five hospitals/health care centres. These projects are located outside
the 18 counties covered under the one-on-one scheme. Hence, there 1s
no overlap between the two.

The third major category of the proposed third stage projects covers 25



rehabilitation services centres for the disabled, which form an integral
part of Sichuan’s overall reconstruction plan. Sichuan hopes to utilize
Hong Kong’s expertise in this area by building on the platform of the
“Sichuan Hong Kong Rehabilitation Centre”, a first stage project, as a
provincial level core rehabilitation centre for providing specialised
rehabilitation services for patients, and set up a network of rehabilitation
services centres for the disabled covering all of the 39 severely affected /
seriously affected counties. Among the 25 services centres, 12 are
located within the counties receiving assistance from provinces /
municipalities directly under the Central Government outside Sichuan
under the one-on-one support scheme ‘. Since the county level
rehabilitation services centres network is a new concept developed on the
basis of the “Sichuan Hong Kong Rehabilitation Centre” and integrated
social welfare services centres under the first and second stages of
reconstruction support work, projects of this type are usually not included
in the original agreed area of assistance under the one-on-one support
scheme. Having coordinated with relevant parties, Sichuan confirmed
that 25 quake-affected counties required HKSAR’s support to implement
the proposed rehabilitation services centres for the disabled.?

In addition to the above matter relating to the one-on-one support
arrangements, we received an enquiry about the arrangements relating to the
financial reports of HKSAR’s reconstruction support projects. We hereby
provide the relevant information for Members’ reference.

In accordance with our earlier agreement with Sichuan, the latter will
provide us with financial management reports for individual projects every six
months. The HKSAR’s first stage reconstruction support projects are
proceeding from the preparatory stage to the substantive implementation stage,
and the second stage projects are at the project feasibility study report

These are Pingwu County (Hebei) , Mao County (Shanxi), Li County (Hunan) , Heishui  County (Jilin),
Hanyuan County (Hubei), Beichuan County (Shandong), Chengzhou County (Chongging Municipality),
Jiange County (Heilongjiang), Xiaojin County (Jiangxi), Songpan County (Anhui), Qingchuan County
(Zhejiang) and An County (Liaoning).

Of the remaining 14 quake-affected counties, 9 are covered under HKSAR’s first and second stages of
reconstruction support work, 4 (Wenchuan, Shifang, Pengzhou and Dujiangyan) are covered under the
agreed scope of assistance under the one-on-one support scheme by Guangdong, Beijing, Fujian and
Shanghai, and the remaining one is covered by the Macao SAR (Lizhou District),



finanalisation and approval stage. We have yet to receive the relevant
financial management reports. In addition, according to our agreement with
Sichuan, after finalising the post-completion inspection work, Sichuan will
provide us with the audited project completion final report. After receiving the
reports provided by Sichuan, we will report the relevant latest progress in our
regular reports to the Development Panel.

Please contact the undersigned if Members require any further
information.

Yours Sincerely,

1w

(Ivan K B Lee )
for Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland A ffairs)

c.C. SDEV (Attn: Mr David Tong)
SFH (Attn: Miss Elisa Yau)
SLW (Attn: Ms Irene Young)
SFST (Attn: Ms Bernadette Linn)
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