
政 府 總 部  

發展局  
規劃地政科  

香港花園道美利大廈  

Planning and Lands Branch
Development Bureau 

Government Secretariat 
Murray Building, Garden Road

Hong Kong 

 

本局檔號 Our Ref. DEVB(PL-B) 25/03/37 電話 Tel.: 2848 6297 

來函檔號 Your Ref.  傳真 Fax : 2899 2916 

 
By Fax : 2869 6794 

 
6 October 2009 

Ms Anita Sit 
Clerk to Panel on Development 
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Dear Ms Sit, 

 
Panel on Development 

 
Public Engagement Process on  

"Building Design to Foster  
a Quality and Sustainable Built Environment"  

of the Council for Sustainable Development 
 

I refer to the discussion of the Panel at the meeting on 28 July 
2009.  The Administration was requested to:- 
 

(a) provide information on the possible institutional frameworks 
and legislative changes with regard to planning and building 
control powers; 
 

(b) provide the expected completion date of the Urban Climatic 
Map and Standards for Wind Environment - Feasibility Study 
conducted by the Planning Department; and 
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(c) reflect to the Chief Secretary for Administration and liaise 
with the Home Affairs Bureau about a member's suggestion 
that to promote cultural creativity, for public works projects, 
funds should be specifically earmarked for the art and 
cultural aspects of relevant facilities. 

 
 I provide below the Administration's response. 
 
 
(a)  Possible Institutional Frameworks and Legislative Changes 

with regard to Planning and Building Control Powers 
 
The aim of the public engagement process is to generate thorough 

and in-depth discussion amongst various sectors of the community to 
assist with the formulation of the new policies concerning sustainable 
built environment.  As background for the readers, the Invitation for 
Response Document (IRD) has provided a read-out of the established 
policies and practices that influence sustainable building design (Section 
4.3, extracted at Annex).  With a view to addressing the concerns of the 
public over such issues as the bulk and height of buildings, air ventilation, 
greening and energy efficiency in buildings, a number of measures have 
been undertaken under the existing planning, lands and building control 
frameworks.  Examples include the conduct of air ventilation and visual 
impact assessments during the development approval process; 
progressive review of the Outline Zoning Plans to introduce building 
height restrictions and other development parameters; and imposition of 
more precise development parameters on Government land sale sites etc.  
Regarding possible further options on institutional frameworks and 
legislative measures, the IRD has made a number of suggestions for 
consideration and discussion of members of the public (Section 5.3 
paragraphs 20 – 24 and Section 5.5, extracted at Annex).  For instance, 
the public is invited to consider whether a cap on gross floor area 
concessions should be imposed and whether the same should be applied 
through administrative or legislative means.  The background of the 
existing policies as well as the proposed options will also be elucidated 
to the public through the Council for Sustainable Development (SDC)'s 
various engagement events and discussion forums.  The Administration 
will adopt an open mind and consider the opinions as well as alternative 
proposals that the public may suggest during the engagement process.  
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We will carefully assess the findings and recommendations of the SDC 
and keep the Panel informed in mapping out the way forward. 
 
 
(b)  Urban Climatic Map and Standards for Wind Environment 

Feasibility Study 
 
The Urban Climatic Map and Standards for Wind Environment 

Feasibility Study (the Study) was commenced in July 2006.  The Study 
aims at providing a more scientific and objective basis for identifying 
urban climatic issues to guide town planning and urban design; focusing 
on the pedestrian wind environment and thermal comfort of pedestrians.    

 
Most of the technical studies including the field measurement 

studies, part of the wind tunnel benchmarking studies, users’ wind 
comfort level survey studies, and a draft urban climatic analysis map 
have been completed.  A technical expert engagement workshop was 
held on 7 February 2009 to solicit expert views and to confirm the 
technical approach, methodology and main technical findings of the 
Study so far, including the draft Urban Climatic Analysis Map, before 
proceeding further.  The relevant working papers of the Study can be 
viewed on PlanD’s homepage (http://www.pland.gov.hk). 

 
Subject to the feedback, the draft Urban Climatic Analysis Map 

will be finalized.  In the next phase of the Study, the Urban Climatic 
Planning Recommendation Map, wind standards and the refined Air 
Ventilation Assessment system will be formulated.  The wider general 
public and stakeholders will be consulted on the recommendations of the 
Study.  The Study is expected to be fully completed in 2010.  
 
 
(c)  Promotion of Cultural Creativity in Public Works Projects 

 
The Home Affairs Bureau (HAB) has been working closely with 

the relevant bureaux/departments to promote and encourage Government 
departments to display art works in their buildings. An 
inter-departmental working group has been established to explore the 
feasibility of displaying local art works at Government properties 
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